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PM INTERVIEW-PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has listed three priorities for the next
decade - more structural reforms, deepening innovation, and simpler
governance. In an interview to a news agency, Mr Modi asserted that his
government's "Reform Express" is benefitting common citizens in a big
way.



Prime Minister said this year's Union Budget reflects India's yearning
to become developed nation. He added that Budget is not a 'now or never'
moment born out of compulsion but a 'we are ready' moment born out of
preparation and inspiration. He highlighted that the benefits of a decade of
defence reforms were evident during Operation Sindoor, asserting that
India has to be prepared at all times to deal with security challenges. He
stressed that India has a duty to modernise its defence sector in line with
current realities as a country that is playing an increasingly important role
in the world. Citing the allocation of 7.85 lakh crorerupees to the defence
sector in the Union Budget 2026-27, Mr Modi said the outlay is 15 per cent
higher than the previous budget. He further stated that it is also the
biggest chunk given to any ministry or department.

Prime Minister also said that the tax incentives announced in
the Budget are designed to accelerate investment in this space,
lower the cost of building advanced facilities and position India as
a globally-competitive destination for data infrastructure. He
invited the whole world's data to reside in India. He further stated
that the tax incentives announced in the Budget are designed to
accelerate investment in this space, lower the cost of building
advanced facilities and position India as a globally-competitive
destination for data infrastructure.
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PM-INDIA AI EXPO 2026

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the India AI Impact
Expo 2026 in New Delhi today. The five-day expo is being held alongside
the India Al Impact Summit 2026, and will serve as a national
demonstration of Artificial Intelligence in action. It will feature 13 country
pavilions, including Australia, Japan, Russia, United Kingdom, France,
Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Switzerland, Serbia, Estonia, Tajikistan, and
Africa, showcasing international collaboration in the AI ecosystem.

The Expo will host over 300 curated exhibition pavilions and live
demonstrations, structured around three thematic chakras: People, Planet,
and Progress. It will also feature over 600 high-potential startups, which



are developing globally relevant, population-scale solutions.

During the event, more than 500 sessions will be organized
highlighting the transformative impact of Al across various sectors and
discussing future actions to ensure that Al benefits every global citizen.
The India Al Impact Expo 2026 is expected to attract over 2.5 lakh visitors,
including international delegates. The event aims to foster new
partnerships and create business opportunities within the global Al
ecosystem.

The India-AlI Impact Summit 2026, focusing on the development of
Artificial Intelligence for Good solutions across healthcare, agriculture and
governance is set to commence in the National Capital tomorrow.
<><><>
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CRICKET - T20 WORLD CUP

In the ICC Men's T20 World Cup, India defeated Pakistan by 61 runs
in @ Group A clash at Colombo’s R Premadasa Stadium last night and
becomes second team to qualify for Super Eight. Chasing the target of 176
runs, Pakistan were all out for 114 in 18 overs. Usman Khan with 44 was
the top scorer for Pakistan. For India, Jasprit Bumrah, Axar Patel, Varun
Chakaravarthy and Hardik Pandya took two wickets each while Kuldeep
Yadav and Tilak Varma claimed a wicket each.

Earlier, Pakistan won the toss and opted to bowl. India scored 175
runs losing seven wickets in stipulated 20 overs. Ishan Kishan scored 77
runs while Suryakumar Yadav scored 32.

Three matches are scheduled for today. In the first match,
Afghanistan will take on United Arab Emirates in the Group 'D' clash at
Arun Jaitley Stadium in Delhi at 11 AM IST. In a Group 'C' clash, England
will face Italy at Eden Gardens in Kolkata at 0300 PM, while Australia will
play Sri Lanka at Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Pallekele at
0700 PM.
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16.02.2026
INDIA - AI IMPACT SUMMIT

The India-AI Impact Summit 2026 is all set to get underway at
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi today. The five day Summit is the first-ever
global AI summit to be hosted in the Global South. World leaders from
twenty nations are scheduled to attend the event. They include President
of France, Emmanuel Macron, Brazil President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
President of Spain, Pedro Sanchez Pérez-Castejon, President of
Switzerland, Guy Parmelin, Netherlands Prime Minister Dick Schoof, UAE's
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, Prime Minister of Mauritius Dr Navinchandra Ramgoolam, Sri
Lanka President Anura Kumara Disanayaka, Vice President of Seychelles,
Sebastien Pillay and Bhutanese Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay. External
Affairs Ministry said in a statement that leaders from Bolivia, Croatia,
Estonia, Finland, Greece, Guyana, Kazakhstan, Liechtenstein, Serbia, and
Slovakia, are also set to participate in the Summit. Ministerial delegations
from over 45 countries would be participating in the Summit. The UN
Secretary General and Senior Officials from several International
Organizations will also join the deliberations. Our correspondent has filed
this report

<><> Suparna/0422/hrs

JEETENDRA NP-I 15.02.2026
AMIT SHAH-COOPERATION MINISTERS

A high-level meeting of Cooperation Ministers from all states and
union territories will be convened in Gujarat's Gandhinagar on Tuesday to
review key reforms and expansion plans in the cooperative sector,
including the proposed establishment of two lakh new cooperative societies
nationwide, officials said today. The 'Manthan Baithak' will be chaired by
the Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah at the Mahatma
Mandir convention centre. Cooperation Ministers from across the country
are expected to attend, along with senior officials such as Additional Chief
Secretaries, Principal Secretaries and Secretaries. According to officials, the
meeting will assess the progress of major initiatives undertaken by the
Ministry of Cooperation and facilitate discussions on a coordinated roadmap
for the sector. The meeting will consider the participation of states in three



newly created national-level cooperative institutions which are intended to
support exports, promote organic farming, and streamline the supply of
quality seeds.
ANI/0204HRS
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BIOASIA 2026-HYDERABAD

BioAsia 2026, Asia's premier life sciences and health-tech forum, will
begin in Hyderabad on Tuesday with a record surge in participation,
drawing over 4,000 delegates and more than 500 companies from across
the globe, marking its largest-ever edition to date. The two-day global
event, scheduled for February 17-18, will be inaugurated by Telangana
Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy at 9:30 am on tuesday. he event is being
organised under the leadership of the Chief Minister and Industries Minister
D. Sridhar Babu. BioAsia's expansion from 2025 to 2026 reflects its
accelerated global relevance and increasing industry engagement. The
2025 edition welcomed approximately 3,000 delegates at the Hyderabad
International Convention Centre (HICC) and featured an exhibition
footprint of nearly 7,000 square meters. In 2026, BioAsia has scaled
significantly, drawing 4,000 delegates and participation from over 500
companies worldwide.
The 2026 edition is anchored around the theme "TechBio Unleashed: Al,
Automation & the Biology Revolution." The event will feature a robust
industry showcase with 175+ exhibitors across pharmaceuticals,
biotechnology, medtech, digital health, and advanced manufacturing.
Leading global companies such as Novartis, Eli Lilly, Thermo Fisher
Scientific, Sanofi, MSD and Miltenyi Biotec, along with Indian industry
leaders such as Dr. Reddy's Laboratories and Biocon Biologics, will feature
prominently at the event.
This edition of BioAsia will also highlight India's emergence as a global
TechBio powerhouse and its pivotal role in steering innovations that
address some of the world's most pressing health challenges.
ANI/2339HRS



