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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has departed on a two-day official visit to Malaysia. In his
departure statement, the Prime Minister said that his discussions with Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim will focus on advancing cooperation in defence and security,
strengthening economic and innovation linkages, and expanding collaboration in
emerging areas of mutual interest. During the visit, Prime Minister Modi will attend a
community event titled “Selamat Datang Modi Ji” in Kuala Lumpur this evening. Around
15,000 members of the Indian diaspora are expected to participate in the event.

The diaspora programme will be jointly addressed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim, reflecting the growing warmth and
depth of bilateral relations between the two countries. Highlighting the important role of
the Indian community in Malaysia, the Prime Minister said that the diaspora serves as a
living bridge between India and Malaysia and remains a strong pillar of their historic
friendship.
<><><>

SUDHIR MP-II 07.02.2026
RBI- GROWTH PROJECTION

India’s central bank yesterday raised its real GDP growth projection
for 2025-26 to 7.4 percent, signalling confidence in the durability of
domestic demand even as global trade uncertainties and financial market
volatility cloud the external outlook, as it held interest rates steady.The
revised forecast marks a modest upgrade from the 7.3 percent growth
estimate announced in December, reinforcing the Reserve Bank of India’s
view that Asia’s third-largest economy remains relatively insulated from
global headwinds.

The RBI also revised upward its early outlook for 2026-27, projecting
real GDP growth of 6.9 percent in the first quarter and 7 percent in the
second, compared with its earlier estimates of 6.7 percent and 6.8 percent,
respectively. The central bank said economic activity is expected to hold up
well into the next financial year, supported by sustained momentum in
consumption and investment.

BIMAL/NET/0713 HRS

PMAY-HOUSES

The Government has sanctioned more than three crore 87 lakh
houses to the States and Union Territories under Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana-Gramin(PMAY-G). In a written reply in the Rajya Sabha yesterday,



Minister of state for Rural Development Dr Chander Shekhar Pemmasani
said that out of the sanctioned houses, more than two crore 95 lakh
houses have been completed as on 2nd of this month. He said that more
than two crore 10 lakh 66 thousand houses have been sanctioned during
the last five years. The Ministry of Rural Development is implementing the
Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana-Gramin from 1st April, 2016 to construct
four crore 95 lakh houses by March 2029.
NEELAM DP-II 07.02.2026
IS-PAK ATTACK

The Islamic State, IS, group has claimed responsibility of the suicide
blast at a mosque in the Pakistani capital- Islamabad which killed at least
31 people and wounded 170 during yesterday's Friday prayers. The
Islamic State claimed responsibility for this attack in a statement on its
Telegram channel. The militant group also released an image that showed
the attacker holding a gun, his face covered and identified as Saifullah
Ansari. The group claimed bombing as part of its ongoing campaign
against what it described as ideological adversaries. This attack is being
termed as the deadliest attack in Pakistan's capital since the 2008 Marriott
hotel bombing.

<><>AISHWARYA/NET/1135 HRS

<><><>

India and the US today announced that they have reached a framework for an
Interim Agreement regarding reciprocal and mutually beneficial trade. Commerce and
Industry Ministry shared the India-US Joint Statement which said that the framework
reaffirms the countries” commitment to the broader U.S.-India Bilateral Trade
Agreement negotiations. According to the Joint Statement, the United States will apply
a reciprocal tariff rate of 18 per cent on Indian goods. India will eliminate or reduce
tariffs on all US industrial goods and a wide range of US food and agricultural products.

In a social media post, Prime Minister Narendra Modi termed this Agreement as
great news, and thanked US President Donald Trump for his personal commitment to
robust ties between the two countries. Mr Modi said this framework reflects the growing
depth, trust and dynamism of India-US partnership. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and
BIP President Nitin Nabin described the India-US Interim Trade Agreement as a
landmark framework representing a strategic milestone in India’s economic journey.
<><><>

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today said the framework for an Interim
Agreement will realise a mutually beneficial India - US trade partnership. In a social
media post, Dr Jaishankar said the framework will ensure greater market access and
opportunities for Indian exporters. He added that new vistas have opened up that will



further promote Make in India.
<><><>

President Droupadi Murmu is on a one-day visit to Jagdalpur, the divisional
headquarters of Bastar in Chhattisgarh. She inaugurated the Bastar Pandum Festival.
The President is addressing a programme organised at Lalbagh Ground in Jagdalpur.
<><><>

Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah will arrive in Raipur this
evening on a three-day visit to Chhattisgarh. During his visit, Mr Shah will review the
internal security situation and Left Wing Extremism in the state, and will also participate
in various programmes in Raipur and Jagdalpur. According to the scheduled
programme, Mr Shah will hold an important meeting with senior officials in Raipur this
evening, during which various administrative and security-related issues concerning the
state will be discussed. Tomorrow, on the 8th of February, Mr Shah will chair a high-
level security meeting on Left Wing Extremism in Raipur. Senior officials of the Central
and State Governments, along with representatives of security agencies, will take part
in the meeting. Mr Shah will also attend a National Conclave being organised in Raipur
on the 8th of February. The Union Home Minister will participate in the closing
ceremony of the Bastar Pandum Festival, to be held in Jagdalpur on the 9th of
February.
<><><>

The ICC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026, co-hosted by India and Sri Lanka, kickstarts
today. The opening match between Pakistan and the Netherlands is underway at the
Sinhalese Sports Club in Colombo. The second match will be played between the West
Indies and Scotland at Eden Gardens, Kolkata at 3 PM. While, Defending champions
India will begin their campaign later today at 7:00 PM facing the United States at the
iconic Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai. The month-long tournament will run until March
8, featuring 20 international teams competing across 55 matches at venues spread
across both countries.

NEELAM DP-II 07.02.2026
IS-PAK ATTACK

The Islamic State, IS, group has claimed responsibility of the suicide
blast at a mosque in the Pakistani capital- Islamabad which killed at least
31 people and wounded 170 during yesterday's Friday prayers. The
Islamic State claimed responsibility for this attack in a statement on its
Telegram channel. The militant group also released an image that showed
the attacker holding a gun, his face covered and identified as Saifullah
Ansari. The group claimed bombing as part of its ongoing campaign
against what it described as ideological adversaries.

This attack is being termed as the deadliest attack in Pakistan's
capital since the 2008 Marriott hotel bombing.
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NEELAM DP-II 07.02.2026
BCCI-REWARD U19 CRICKET

The BCCI have announced a total cash award of 7.5 Crore Rupees for
the U-19 Men's Cricket World Cup winning team, technical staff and the
selection committee. India beat England by 100 runs to win the ICC Under-
19 Men's Cricket World Cup final at the Harare Sports Club in Harare
yesterday, claiming a record-extending sixth U-19 World Cup crown.

<><>AISHWARYA /IANS/1213 HRS



