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GAURAV EP-1
12.12.2025

MEA-PM THREE NATION VISIT (EARLY)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a visit to Jordan,
Ethiopia, and Oman from the 15th of this month. Briefing the media in New
Delhi, Ministry of External Affairs Secretary (South) Dr Neena Malhotra said
that at the invitation of King of Jordan, Abdullah II bin Al Hussein, the
Prime Minister will visit Jordan from 15th to 16" December. She said, this
will be Prime Minister Modi’s first visit to Jordan, which is coinciding with
75" year of the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries. Dr Malhotra underscored that India and Jordan share strong
economic ties, with India being the third largest trading partner of Jordan.

<><>SUPARNA/PH/PALLAVI/1830 HRS



GAURAV EPI
12.12.25

CABINET CENSUS

Union Cabinet has approved Budget of 11,718 crore rupees for
Census 2027. Briefing media in New Delhi today, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said Census 2027 will be
conducted in two phases - Phase I and Phase II. He said Census 2027 will
be the 16th in the series and 8th since Independence. He said India's
Census is considered as the largest administrative and statistical exercise in
the world. Caste Enumeration will be included in Census 2027. Mr
Vaishnaw said it will be the first ever digital Census. Data will be collected
using mobile applications that will be available for both Android as well as
iOS versions. Mr Vaishnaw said 30 lakh field functionaries will be involved
in the exercise.

(S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

Census 2027 will cover the entire population in the country. The
process involves visiting each and every household and canvassing
separate questionnaire for Houselisting and Housing Census and Population
Enumeration. The Minister also announced that Cabinet aapproved reforms
in coal linkage policy, CoalSETU. He said India is moving towards
Aatmanirbharta in coal sector.

<><>Anupam/Ph/Suparna/1641 hrs

GAURAV::RZ EPP

12.12.2025
REV LS-SUPPLEMENTARY DEMAND

Lok Sabha has taken up the discussion on Supplementary Demands
for Grants - First Batch for 2025-26 and the Appropriation (No.4) Bill, 2025.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman moved the Bill for consideration
and passing. It seeks to authorise payment and appropriation of certain
further sums from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the
services of the financial year 2025-26. The legislation also seeks



Parliament's approval for a gross additional expenditure of one lakh 32
thousand crore rupees. This includes proposals with a net cash outgo of
over 41 thousand 455 crore rupees including over 18 thousand crore
rupees expenditure towards fertiliser subsidy. The bill also proposes gross
additional expenditure of 90 thousand 812 crore rupees, matched by
savings of the Ministries and Departments.

Participating in the discussion, Deepender Hooda of Congress
questioned the criteria the government is using for GDP growth. He alleged
that even the formula being used, has resulted in an aggregate growth in
ten years of only 5.8 per cent compared to eight per cent during UPA rule.
Jagdambika Pal of BJP lauded Narendra Modi Government for its work for
Farmers and the Poor. He said, plans for doubling Farmer's Income, Direct
Benefit Transfer under PM KISAN and Subsidized Fertilizers have brought
happiness in the lives of farmers. Mr Pal said, Wheat and Rice have
registered record production due to hardworking farmers and Modi
Government's policies.

<>L>L<>L>
DIPENDRA/ ANAND/ ANUPAM/ 1553 HRS.
GAURAV::AK EPP-1
12.12.2025

LS-AIRFARE

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu has said that
the government is going to start a programme to make aircrafts in the
country. He stressed that the country should have a Made-in-India aircrafts
to meet the growing demand in the aviation sector. He said, Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited is exploring the possibility with Russian aircraft
company Sukhoi SJ 100 to get the technologies to make the aircrafts in the
country. Replying to a private member resolution Appropriate Measures to
Regulate Airfare in the Country, the Minister highlighted that availability of
the aircrafts is a serious issue as certain global players are manufacturing
these aircrafts. The Minister's response came in response to MP’s concerns
over the rising airfare across the country.

(S/B- Naidu)

The Minister pointed out that the centre has a power to cap the
airfare in extraordinary circumstances, so that passengers do not
experience opportunistic pricing. He said, on several occasions, the
government exercised its power to cap the airfare. He said, during the
recent Indigo crisis, the government capped the airfares. Mr. Naidu said,



during the festive season and specific period, demand surges on specific
routes for which capacity needs to be augmented to meet the demand.

(S/B- Naidu)
<><><>
Bhupendra/Anand/1803
KAH :: DIVYA DPP
12.12.2025

RS - CROP PRODUCTION

Government has said that the crop production in the country has
increased by 44 per cent during the last ten years, marking a significant
milestone. Replying to supplementaries during Question Hour in the Rajya
Sabha today, Union Agriculture and Farmer Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan said, it has been possible due to use of new seed varieties,
modern technologies and improved farming practices between 2014 and
2024. He said, the government is continuously making efforts to ensure
comprehensive development in the agriculture sector. Mr Chouhan said,
the Modi government is focussing on enhancing farmers’ income and
advancing overall agricultural growth. He said, a six-point strategy is being
implemented to boost agricultural production.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

The Minister highlighted that the government is providing fertiliser
subsidies worth two lakh crore rupees to farmers and under the Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi, more than four lakh crore rupees has been
directly transferred to farmers’ accounts. Mr Chouhan added that under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, compensation amounting to one lakh
90 thousand crore rupees has been deposited in the accounts of farmers.
The Minister said, the Punjab government has not yet implemented the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana. He said that if the scheme had been
implemented in the state, farmers in Punjab would have received broader
protection against the extensive losses caused by flooding.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)
<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1235

KAH :: DIVYA DPP 12.12.2025
LS-TB

The rate of Tuberculosis (TB) cases in India has shown a decline of
21 per cent, to 187 per lakh population in 2024 from 237 per lakh



population in 2015. Union Health and Family Welfare Minister J P Nadda
stated this while replying during the question in Lok Sabha today. He said,
as per the World Health Organization’s Global TB Report 2025, the TB
mortality rate reduced by 25 per cent during this period. Mr Nadda said,
the TB treatment coverage in India has increased from 53 per cent in
2015 to 92 per cent in 2024. The Minister informed that TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyan is implemented under the aegis of National Health Mission in all
the States of the country. Mr Nadda said, under the Abhiyan, 26.43 lakh TB
cases were diagnosed through screening of vulnerable populations this
year, including 9.19 lakh asymptomatic TB cases and covered under
treatment.

DIPENDRA/SANJEEV/1300

GAURAV EP-I
12.12.2025
NATIONAL HIGHWAY- THAKUR
Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Ramnath Thakur,
today emphasized on the rapid progress made in India’s road and highway
development. Addressing the media in New Delhi, Mr Thakur today
informed that the country's National Highway has expanded from 91
thousand 287 Kilometer in 2014 to 1 lakh 46 thousand 560 Kilometer by
September this year, reflecting a 1.6-times increase. He added that the
Access-controlled High-Speed Corridors have grown sharply, from just 93
Kilometers in 2014 to over 3 thousand 52 Kilometers, significantly
improving logistics efficiency. The Minister said, in the last five years, India
has constructed more than 57 thousand Kilometer of National Highways.
He said, these developments, align with the PM GatiShakti National Master
Plan, aimed at integrating road, rail, metro, port, and aviation
infrastructure for seamless movement of goods and people.
<><>ISHANI/SHIVANG/1747 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
12.12.2025
GOYAL - NEW ZELAND MINISTER

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal held a
meeting with New Zealand's Minister of Trade and Investment, Todd
McClay in New Delhi today. During the meeting, both the leaders discussed
key aspects of the India-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement. In a social



media post, the Minister informed that two sides also had discussions on
advancing the negotiations for the mutual benefit of both countries.
<><>ROHAN/ARZOO/ANKIT/1523 HRS

KAH :: DIVYA DPP

12.12.2025
LS - AYUSHMAN BHARAT

A total of one thousand 184 hospitals have been de-empanelled for
fraudulent activities under the Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana. In a written reply in the Lok Sabha today, Minister of State
for Health and Family Welfare Prataprao Jadhav said, penalties amounting
to over 231 crore have also been levied against fraudulent entities. He
said, the scheme is governed on a zero-tolerance approach towards fraud
and 411 hospitals have also been suspended till date by the States and
UTs. The Minister informed that National Anti-Fraud Unit has been
established at the National Health Authority which works in close
coordination with the State Anti-Fraud Units to investigate and take action
on cases of fraud.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANUPAM/1310

GAURAV EP-1
12.12.2025

MSME- AMAZON MOU

The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with Amazon Seller Services in New Delhi,
to boost online market access for artisans enrolled under the PM
Vishwakarma Scheme. Under the agreement, the e-commerce service will
facilitate onboarding of eligible Vishwakarma artisans onto its e-commerce
platform, while the Ministry will support them in obtaining necessary
approvals, registrations and clearances. It will also promote handmade
products through its Karigar initiative, which highlights India’s traditional
craftsmanship and supports artisans in adopting digital tools. The Ministry
underlined that the partnership will help artisans enhance product visibility,
improve sales, and reach customers across the nation. The PM
Vishwakarma Scheme, launched in September 2023, offers end-to-end
support including skill training, modern toolkits, credit access and market
linkages for artisans engaged in traditional trades such as carpentry,



pottery, metalsmithing, tailoring, goldsmithing, locksmithing, toy and doll
making, basket and mat making, garland making and cobbler work.
<><>ISHANI/ARZOO/1551 HRS

GAURAV EP-I

12.12.2025
JITENDRA SINGH- CII

Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh today said that
the shift towards preventive healthcare has improved India’s global
recognition in bio-manufacturing and medical devices. He said this while
addressing the Seventh Confederation of Indian Industry Pharma and Life
Science Summit 2025 in New Delhi. Dr Singh added that exporting
preventive healthcare has brought a complete 360 transformation,
positioning India as a serious healthcare provider. He highlighted that India
was once primarily retailers, but now the nation is creating innovations of
its own. The Minister noted that India’s pharma market has grown sharply
in value and the government has launched a large research and
development fund to support deep- tech projects. This includes health and
agriculture, direct financing of private companies, a new kind of public-
private experience.

SB- Jitendra Singh (in GNR mail)

<><>ADITYA/ADARSH/1627 HRS



