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REV PM ETHIOPIA:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia this evening for
two day visit to the nation. He will be holding wide-ranging discussions with Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali on all aspects of India - Ethiopia bilateral ties. Prime
Minister is expected to attend the community dinner Hosted by the Prime Minister of
Ethiopia Abiy Ahmed Ali. This is Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s first visit to Ethiopia
where he will also address a joint session of the Ethiopian Parliament tomorrow. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was given a rousing welcome here in Addis Ababa the capital
of Ethiopia this evening. hundreds of representatives of Indian diaspora including
children women and Ethiopian people as well gathered to get a glimpse of prime
minister Narendra Modi. (NAT of Modi Modi music send by me in videos if possible )

Addis Ababa, the capital and largest city of Ethiopia, was decked up with
numerous hoardings and welcome posters. PM Modi is scheduled to hold talks with
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali, a Nobel Peace Prize laureate on entire gamut
of issues of bilateral Importance in Addis Ababa, which is also the headquarters of the
African Union. In 2023, during India’s G20 Presidency, the African Union was admitted
as a permanent member of the G20. India and Ethiopia share a long history of
partnership in the sector of education, skilling, and capacity building. This Visit
reaffirms the shared commitment of both countries, as partners in the Global South, to
strengthening friendship and expanding bilateral cooperation. Agriculture, mining,
digital public infrastructure, Solar Alliance and cyber security are expected to be
among the key areas on the agenda for discussions between the Indian side and the
Ethiopian leadership.

LS BIMA BILL:

Lok Sabha has taken up the The Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insurance
Laws) Bill 2025 for consideration and passing. The Bill seeks to amend the Insurance
Act 1938, the Life Insurance Corporation Act, 1956 and the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority Act, 1999. Moving the Bill in the House, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said the Bill provides for better regulatory oversight, ease of
compliance, and uninterrupted services by insurance intermediaries. She added that
this Bill aims at bringing transparency, increase in FDI, and easing compliance related
issues. The Finance Minister highlighted that government has come up with several
flagship programmes, like PM Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, PM Suraksha Bima Yojana, PM
Jan Arogya Yojana, and Krishi Bima Yojana, aimed at the poorest sections who cannot
afford insurance. She added that insurance was made accessible for all by keeping the
premium less. Ms Sitharaman stated that government has also ensured that the public



sector insurance companies can meet the insurance requirements of the people of the
country. (S/B NIRMALA SITHARAMAN)

The discussion is underway.
FINAL NEW LS-ROZGAR AND AJEEVIKA MISSION

The Government today introduced the Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Bill 2025 was introduced in the Lok Sabha. The legislation
will replace the twenty-year-old Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, 2005 (MGNREGA). The Bill seeks to establish a rural development
framework aligned with the national vision of Viksit Bharat @2047. Under the
legislation a statutory guarantee of one hundred and twenty-five days of wage
employment will be provided in every financial year to every rural household whose
adult members volunteer to undertake unskilled manual work. It will also promote
empowerment, growth, convergence and saturation for a prosperous and resilient rural
Bharat. All works undertaken under this Bill will be aggregated into the Viksit Bharat
National Rural Infrastructure Stack, creating a unified national framework for rural
public works. The thematic priority will be accorded to water security through water-
related works, core rural infrastructure, livelihood-related infrastructure, and special
works aimed at mitigating the impact of extreme weather events and disaster
preparedness. This approach will ensure the creation of productive, durable, resilient
and transformative rural assets across the country.

Introducing the Bill, Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan said, the
government is working towards realising Mahatma Gandhi’s vision and establishing the
Ram Rajya that Bapu had envisioned. He said, under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, several welfare schemes are being implemented for the upliftment of
the poor. He said, during the UPA government, an amount of two lakh 13 thousand
crore rupees was spent on the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA), while the Modi government has spent over eight lakh 53 thousand
crore rupees on the scheme and has made sustained efforts to further strengthen it.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

Mr Chouhan said through this new bill, the government has proposed to increase
the guaranteed days of employment from hundred days to 125 days. He said, a
provision of more than one lakh 51 thousand crore rupees has been made under this
bill. The Minister emphasized that the bill will ensure comprehensive development of
villages and help in building self-reliant and developed rural areas.

(Byte - Shivraj Singh Chouhan)

The Bill also has provisions to facilitate availability of farm labour
during peak agricultural seasons. Under the Bill, wage rates will be notified
by the Central Government and until such notification, the existing
MGNREGA wage rates will continue to apply. It also provides for
unemployment allowance if employment is not provided within 15 days, at
prescribed rates, to be paid by the State Governments.



During the introduction of the Bill, Various members of the opposition parties
including Congress, DMK and TMC opposed the introduction of the bill. The opposition
members also trooped into the well and raised slogans demanding withdrawal of the
Bill. Due to the ruckus, the Speaker had adjourned the House till 2:00 PM.

HC-DGCA:

The Delhi High Court today sought response of the Directorate General of Civil Aviation
on a plea by the Indian Pilots Guild. The plea is seeking contempt action against
authorities for allegedly not fully implementing the new flight duty time limitation
norms approved by the court earlier this year. It alleged that airlines were granted
extensions and relations in pilot fatigue management rules in violation of the Civil
Aviation Requirement (CAR) 2024 framework. Justice Amit Sharma issued notice to the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) on Indian Pilots Guild's contempt petition
and asked it to file a response. The court listed the matter for further hearing on April
17.

AFGHAN REFUGEE-DEPORTATION:

Over three thousand Afghan refugees have been forcibly repatriated from Iran and
Pakistan in a single day. Taliban Deputy Spokesperson Mullah Hamdullah Fitrat stated
this while sharing the High Commission for Addressing Migrants’ Issues report on
social media platform. He revealed that 577 families, comprising 3,005 individuals,
returned to Afghanistan yesterday. Taliban Deputy Spokesperson stated that over five
thousand five hundred Afghan refugees were forcibly deported from Iran and Pakistan
on Sunday. He said, 967 families, comprising 5,423 individuals, were taken to their
respective areas, while 792 families were provided humanitarian assistance.
Furthermore, telecommunication firms provided 479 SIM cards to refugees who
recently returned to Afghanistan. Earlier in November, the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) revealed that Pakistan has detained a record
number of Afghan migrants in 2025, with the highest number of arrests reported in
Balochistan and Punjab provinces. Several humanitarian organisations have urged
Pakistan to ensure that any returns are voluntary and in accordance with international
obligations. They warned that mass expulsions cause instability along the Afghanistan
border, where newly returned families often lack housing, employment and basic
services.



