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GAURAV 22.12.2026
REV. SHAH- NZ FTA

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh have said that the successful conclusion of the India- New
Zealand Free Trade Agreement (FTA) is a defining moment for
India’s trade diplomacy. In a social media post, Mr Shah said that the
India-New Zealand FTA brings in a 20 billion dollar investment. He said
that the FTA offers lucrative opportunities for Indian innovators,
entrepreneurs, farmers, Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises, students,
and youth. He added that the agreement is a textbook example of people-
centric foreign policy, fulfilling citizens aspirations under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has
said that the agreement reflects growing mutual trust and shared
commitment to long-term prosperity between the two nations. Mr
Singh in a social media post said that FTA will give a powerful
boost to Indian exports and strengthen key sectors.

SAUMYA/2003 HRS

SJ MP-I 23.12.2025
RABI CROPS- REPORT

Rabi crops have been sown in over five hundred 80 lakh hectares this
year till date which is more than around eight lakh hectares during the
corresponding period last year. The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare has released the progress of area coverage under Rabi crops as of
the 19th of this month. The Ministry said that more than 301 lakh hectares
area coverage has been reported under Wheat as compared to 300 lakh
hectares during the corresponding period last year. It added that pulses
coverage stands at over 126 lakh hectares, while rice recording a



significant rise of more than 13 lakh hectare.
ARZOO/ISHANI/0459/ HRS

S) 23.12.2025
GOVT - EIGHT CORE INDEX

The combined Index of Eight Core Industries increased by 1.8 per
cent in November this year as compared to same month last year. The
Commerce and Industry Ministry said, the production of Cement, Steel,
Fertilizer and Coal recorded positive growth in November. The Ministry
said, the Coal production increased by 2.1 per cent, Fertilizer production by
5.6 per cent, Cement production by 14.5 per cent and Steel production
increased by 6.1 per cent in November this year as compared to same
month last year. However, the Crude Oil production declined by 3.2 per
cent and Natural Gas production also declined by 2.5 per cent in
November. The Index of Eight Core Industries measures the combined and
individual performance of production of eight core industries - Coal, Crude
Oil, Natural Gas, Refinery Products, Fertilizers, Steel, Cement and
Electricity. The eight core industries comprise over 40 percent of the
weight of items included in the Index of Industrial Production.

<><>CB/DIPENDRA/0446/HRS

SJ MP-I 23.12.2025
MEA-AFGHAN MINISTER VISIT

India has reaffirmed its commitment to continued humanitarian
assistance and healthcare cooperation with a focus on the long-term supply
of medicines to Afghanistan. Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare
J.P. Nadda reiterated this during a bilateral meeting with Afghanistan's
Minister of Public Health, Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali who was on visit to
India last week. Ministry of External Affairs in a statement said that during
the meeting a symbolic handover of cancer medicines and vaccines was
made, reflecting India’s continued support to the medical needs of the
Afghan people. A larger consignment of medicines, vaccines, and a 128-
slice CT scanner is being dispatched to Afghanistan to strengthen its
healthcare system. Afghan Minister was on visit to India from 16th to 21st
of this month during which he also participated in the 2nd WHO Global
Summit on Traditional Medicine held in New Delhi. During his stay, Mr
Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali also met Minister of State for External Affairs Kirti
Vardhan Singh. During the meeting, both sides discussed ongoing



healthcare-related development projects, formation of a Joint Working
Group on Health, establishment of cancer treatment facilities in
Afghanistan, and sending a team of medical doctors to Afghanistan for
capacity-building programs for Afghan doctors. The Afghan Minister also
met Union Minister of of Ayushn Prataprao Jadhav and they discussed
opportunities for knowledge exchange and cooperation in education,
research, and regulation of traditional medicines.
<><>CB/PALLAVI/ANAND/0415/HRS

SJ MP-I 23.12.2025
GOVT - HEALTH

Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Anupriya Patel
has said that the country has witnessed a profound transformation in its
healthcare landscape under the Narendra Modi government in the past
eleven years. The Minister said, the government has made its best efforts
to strengthen the entire healthcare system from primary to tertiary
healthcare. Addressing the 7th Convocation Ceremony of Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College and Safdarjung Hospital in New Delhi today, Mrs
Patel said, the aim of the the government is to make healthcare accessible
and affordable with quality. She said, the government is running several
schemes to provide financial protection to the poor and needy population.
The Union Minister informed that more than 62 crore people are being
provided with free health coverage up to 5 lakh rupees under the
Ayushman Bharat - PMJAY scheme, the largest health coverage scheme in
the world. She added that there are also schemes like Pradhan Mantri Jan
Aushadhi Pariyojana and Amrit Pharmacies are also providing medicines,
medical devices and surgical implants at discounted rates.

(Byte - Anupriya Patel)

Union Minister Anupriya Patel Minister said that the number of
medical colleges has increased from 387 in 2014 to over 800 while the
number of MBBS seats has gone up from 51 thousand to one lakh 28
thousand seats and Post Graduate seats from 31 thousand to around
82,000 seats at present. Mrs Patel said that over one lakh 78 thousand
Ayushman Aarogya Mandirs are also operational across the country to
provide comprehensive primary care services to the people.

<><>ANAND/DIPENDRA/0449 HRS



SJ MP-II 23.12.2025
ISRO SATELLITE LAUNCH

The United States’ AST SpaceMobile BlueBird Block-2 communication
satellite will be launched by ISRO tomorrow at 8:54 am local time aboard
the LVM3-M6 rocket. This sixth operational flight of LVM3 is a dedicated
commercial mission that will place the satellite into Low Earth Orbit.
BlueBird Block-2 will be the largest commercial communication satellite in
LEO and the heaviest payload launched by LVM3 from India. The satellite is
part of AST SpaceMobile’s next-generation system to provide direct cellular
broadband connectivity to standard smartphones without special hardware.
It aims to offer global 4G/5G connectivity, enabling calls, web access, and
video services directly from space. LVM3 is a three-stage launch vehicle
developed by ISRO and has previously launched Chandrayaan-2,
Chandrayaan-3, and OneWeb missions.

NANDINI/ANI/0414HRS

GAURAV 22.12.2025

PM- NITISH

Chief Minister of Bihar Nitish Kumar today met Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in New Delhi. On this occasion, Deputy Chief Minister of
Bihar, Samrat Choudhary and Union Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh were also
present. Meanwhile, Mr Kumar also met Union Home Minister Amit Shah.
In a social media post, Mr Shah said that the NDA government is
committed to taking public welfare and good governance in Bihar to
greater heights.

<><>ISHANI/ARZOO/2030 HRS

SJA NP-1 22.12.2025
GOYAL- MSME

Union Minister of Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal has said that
public sector banks have emerged as strong and competitive institutions,
standing shoulder to shoulder with private and foreign banks in supporting
India’s growth. Mr Goyal stated thsi while addressing the MSME Banking
Excellence Awards in New Delhi today. Highlighted the critical role of the
banking system in supporting micro, small and medium enterprises



(MSMEs), Mr Goyal said that access to timely and adequate credit has been
central to the growth of small entrepreneurs. He underlined that banks
have played a key role in extending institutional finance to MSMEs,
including small borrowers who earlier depended on informal sources of
credit.

Referring to the announcement of the India-New Zealand Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) earlier in the day, the Minister said that it was the
seventh FTA concluded under the guidance of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Hee said New Zealand has made a binding commitment to invest 20
billion US dollars as foreign direct investment over the next 15 years. He
added that this marked a significant shift compared to the 70 million US
dollars invested by New Zealand in India over the past 25 years. Mr Goyal
added that the agreement is expected to bring substantial investments in
innovation, manufacturing and exports, with India emerging as a
manufacturing base not only for New Zealand but also for other global
markets. He emphasised that the MSME sector would be the biggest
beneficiary of these developments.He also highlighted that the India-New
Zealand FTA was negotiated by a team that was almost entirely women
officers, making it the first such agreement finalised by
women,underscoring the leadership role played by women in India’s
growth journey.

<><> Pallavi/ Anand 2231

SJ MP-11 23.12.2025

WOMEN'S T20 CRICKET

In Women's Cricket, second T20 game of the five-match series
between India and Sri Lanka will be played Dr YS Rajasekhara Reddy ACA-
VDCA Stadium in Visakhapatnam today. The match is scheduled to begin at
7 pm local time. The hosts have taken 1-0 lead in the series. Indian team
led by captain Harmanpreet Kaur had defeated Sri Lanka by eight wickets
in the opening T20 match in Visakhapatnam last Sunday.

NANDINI/NET/0526HRS



