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SHUKLA::ANJALI MP-II 18.12.2025
PM-OMAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Muscat yesterday evening on
a two-day visit to Oman in the last leg of his three-nation tour. He reached
Oman after completing his successful visits to Jordan and Ethiopia. At the
Muscat airport, Mr Modi was received by Oman’s Deputy Prime Minister for
Defence Affairs, Sayyid Shihab bin Tarik Al Said. They had discussions on



strengthening India-Oman cooperation in various fields and advancing the

strategic partnership. The Prime Minister is visiting the friendly nation on

the invitation of the Head of State of the Sultanate of Oman, Sultan

Haitham bin Tarik. Mr Modi will hold talks with Sultan of Oman today.

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has said that India and

Oman will sign a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).
[S/B- PIYUSH GOYAL OMAN FTA - 25 SECS]

In a social media post, Mr Modi said, Oman is a land of enduring
friendship and deep historical connections with India. He said this visit
offers an opportunity to explore new avenues of collaboration and add
fresh momentum to the partnership between the two countries.

MANOGYAN::SUSHMAA DPP 18.12.25
LS - AIRPORTS

India’s airport network has expanded significantly from 74 airports in
2014 to 160 airports today under the regional air connectivity scheme,
UDAN. The scheme was launched in 2016 to make air travel affordable and
accessible, connecting unserved and underserved regions.

Replying to supplementraies during Question Hour in Lok Sabha
today, Civil Aviation Minister Rammohan Naidu said, the government has
successfully transformed existing airstrips into operational aviation hubs
under the UDAN Scheme. He said, government is also supporting
helicopter operations across the country especially in states like North East
and Uttrakhand through this scheme. Mr Naidu said, UDAN scheme will be
extended for another ten year.

(Byte - Rammohan Naidu)

<><>DIPENDRA/1159
MANOGYAN::SUSHMAA DPP 18.12.25
LS - EKLAVYA SCHOOL

Government has said that 440 Eklavya Model Residential Schools are
functional across the country to provide quality education to the tribal
children. Replying to supplementraies during Question Hour in Lok Sabha,
Tribal Affairs Minister , Jual Oram said, the government has sanctioned 728
Eklavya Model Residential School. He said, government has started several
welfare programmes for the tribal. Mr Oram informed that the government
has launched Dharti Aaba Janjatiya Gram Utkarsh Abhiyan with a total
outlay of over 80 thousand crore rupees to develop 63 thousand tribal



villages. He said, the PM JANMAN scheme was also launched to uplift the
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups.

(Byte - Jual Oram)
<><>DIPENDRA/SANJEEV/1122

MANOGYAN::SUSHMAA DP-I 18.12.25
CHHATTISGARH MAOIST ENCOUNTER

In Chhattisgarh, three Maoists have been killed in an encounter with
security forces in Sukma district today. According to the police, a team of
the District Reserve Guard was sent on a search operation after an
intelligence inputs about the presence of Maoists in the Kistaram area. An
encounter took place in Singanamaragu area today morning. So far, bodies
of three Maoists have been recovered from the spot. Additional teams of
police and security forces have been rushed to the area. An intensive
search operation is going on in the area.

VIKALP SHUKLA/CHHATTISGARH/MAIL/1156HRS

SHUKLA MP-II 18.12.2025
PUTIN- UKRAINE

Russian President Vladimir Putin has said he will not compromise on
his demands for Ukraine to cede territory. In a speech at the annual
meeting of the Russian Defense Ministry, Putin lashed out at Ukraine’s
European allies and said Russia would take territory by force if necessary.
He said, Russia does not deny anyone the right to security, but insists that
promises made to it be fulfilled, including on NATO not expanding
eastward. Putin's comments came ahead of a key summit this week in
Brussels, where European leaders will debate whether to use frozen
Russian assets to fund Ukraine. Meanwhile, US and Russian negotiators are
expected to hold talks in Miami, US, this weekend over a peace deal aimed
at ending the Ukraine crisis.

SANYUKTA/NET/IANS/0757

SHUKLA MP-II 18.12.2025
US - INDIA AI
US Under Secretary of State for Economic Affairs Jacob Helberg has



said, the United States regards India as a crucial potential partner in efforts
to secure global supply chains for artificial intelligence and semiconductors.
Jacob announced, he would attend the India Al Impact Summit in February
as Washington seeks to deepen collaboration with New Delhi on economic
security matters. Speaking to reporters virtually on the Pax Silica Summit in
Washington yesterday, Helberg said, the conversation between the United
States and India pertaining to trade arrangements are a completely
separate and parallel track to the discussions on supply chain security.
Helberg added that the event would yield substantial developments in
bilateral economic security arrangements.

SANYUKTA/ANI/0734

MANOGYAN::SUSHMAA DP-11 18.12.25
INDIA SAUDI VISA

India and Saudi Arabia signed a bilateral visa waiver agreement in
Riyadh to facilitate official travels and boost bilateral exchanges under the
India-Saudi Arabia Strategic Partnership Council. The agreement was
signed by Indian Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Suhel Ajaz Khan and
Abdulmajeed bin Rashed Alsmari, deputy minister for protocol affairs at the
Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The agreement provides mutual exemption from short-stay visa
requirements for holders of diplomatic, special and official passports of
both countries. Alsmari signed the agreement on behalf of Saudi Foreign
Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan bin Abdullah at the ministry's
headquarters in Riyadh.

In a statement on social media, the Indian Embassy in Saudi Arabia
said the agreement aims to enhance the strategic partnership between the
two nations. "The agreement will facilitate official travels and boost
bilateral exchanges under the India-Saudi Arabia Strategic Partnership
Council," the embassy stated. The visa waiver is expected to streamline
movement of officials between the two countries and strengthen
cooperation across various sectors under the strategic partnership
framework established between India and Saudi Arabia.

VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/1023

SHUKLA MP-1 18.12.2025
IMD WEATHER



The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued red colour
warning over Uttar Pradesh today due to dense to very dense fog
conditions. The weather agency has forecast dense to very dense fog
conditions to prevail during early hours over parts of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand and Odisha till Saturday. Similar weather
conditions will continue over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh and
Uttarakhand during the next 2 to three days. The IMD has also forecast
Cold wave conditions to prevail over West Madhya Pradesh and
Uttarakhand till tomorrow.

Meanwhile, Light rainfall and snowfall will be present over Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh till the 23" of this month. A gradual rise in
minimum temperatures by 2 to 3 degrees Celsius is expected likely over
Gujarat during the next two days.

The air quality in Delhi-NCR continues to remain in the very poor
category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air
Quality Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at 356 as of 6 AM
today.

<><>ADARSH/0618



