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NSD
SWATI MP-1 13.12.2025
PM THREE NATION VISIT-MEA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a three-nation visit to
Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman beginning on Monday. Briefing the media in
New Delhi last evening, Secretary (South) in the Ministry of External
Affairs, Dr. Neena Malhotra, said the Prime Minister will visit Jordan from
the 15th to the 16th of this month at the invitation of King Abdullah II bin
Al Hussein. She said this will be Prime Minister Modi’s first visit to Jordan,
coinciding with the 75th year of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between the two countries. Dr. Malhotra emphasized that India and Jordan
share strong economic ties, with India being Jordan's third-largest trading
partner.

Byte- NEENA
(<https://x.com/MEAIndia/status/1999457372201509189>)

Dr. Malhotra said, on the second leg of his three-nation tour, Mr.
Modi will visit Ethiopia on the 16th and 17th of this month. She added that
this visit reflects India’'s commitment to deepening South—-South
cooperation. Secretary Malhotra also informed that Prime Minister Modi will
hold one-on-one and delegation-level talks with his Ethiopian counterpart,
Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali.
Byte- NEENA
(<https://x.com/MEAIndia/status/1999457372201509189>)

Secretary (Consular, Passport, Visa and Overseas Indian Affairs) Arun
Kumar Chatterjee said, on the final leg of his tour the Prime Minister will
visit Oman from 17" to 18" of December. He said the Prime Minister will
be accompanied by a high-level delegation. He highlighted that India
shares a special partnership with Oman, underpinned by trade linkages and
people-to-people ties. Mr. Chatterjee added that a number of documents
are expected to be signed during the Prime Minister’s visit to Oman.
Byte- Secretary Chatterjee
(<https://x.com/MEAIndia/status/1999457372201509189>)




<><>CB/SUPARNA/PH/PALLAVI/0358 HRS

SWATI MP-I 13.12.2025
CABINET-COAL-CENSUS

The government has approved the 'CoalSETU' policy, creating a new
window for the auction of coal linkages for diverse industrial uses and
exports to ensure fair access and optimal utilisation of the resource.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs chaired by the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi yesterday gave nod to the Policy for Auction of
Coal Linkage for Seamless, Efficient & Transparent Utilisation (CoalSETU).
Briefing the media in New Delhi last evening about cabinet's decisions,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the policy
will allow allocation of coal linkages on an auction basis for long-term for
any industrial use and export by adding a separate window named
'CoalSETU' in the NRS (Non-Regulated Sector) Linkage Auction Policy of
2016. He said, any domestic buyer requiring coal can participate in the
linkage auction, irrespective of the end use.

(BYTE : ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

The coal linkage obtained under this window will be for own
consumption, export of coal, or any other purpose (including coal washing)
except resale in the country. Coal linkage holders will be eligible to export
coal upto 50 per cent of their quantity and flexibly utilise the fuel among
group companies as needed.

The Cabinet has cleared Budget of 11,718 crore rupees for
conducting Census 2027. Mr Vaishnaw said, Census 2027 will be conducted
in two phases. He said, it will be the first ever digital Census. He said,
Census 2027 will be the 16th in the series and 8th since Independence. He
said, India's Census is considered as the largest administrative and
statistical exercise in the world. Caste Enumeration will be included in
Census 2027. Data will be collected using mobile applications that will be
available for both Android as well as iOS versions. Mr Vaishnaw said, 30
lakh field functionaries will be involved in the entire exercise.

(S/B ASHWINI VAISHNAW)

Census 2027 will cover the entire population in the country. The
process involves visiting each and every household and canvassing
separate questionnaire for Houselisting and Housing Census and Population
Enumeration.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs also gave its approval for



the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for copra for 2026 season. In order to
provide remunerative prices to the cultivators, Government had announced
in the Union Budget of 2018-19, that MSP of all the mandated crops will be
fixed at levels of at least 1.5 times of all India weighted average cost of
production.

The MSP for milling copra has been increased by 445 rupees to
12,027 rupees per quintal while the MSP for ball copra for the same period
has been raised by 400 rupees to 12,500 rupees per quintal for the 2026
season. The MSP has been fixed for the 'fair and average quality' of both
milling and ball copra. Mr Vaishnaw said, a higher MSP will not only ensure
better remunerative returns to the coconut growers but also incentivize
farmers to expand copra production to meet the growing demand for
coconut products both domestically and internationally.

(BYTE: ASHWINI VAISHNAW)
SWATI MP-I 13.12.2025
PM-COAL AND COPRA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said, the approval of the CoalSETU
policy by the Union Cabinet is an important step towards strengthening
India's energy security and accelerating growth. In a social media post
yesterday, Mr Modi said, the CoalSETU policy will create a new window to
enable seamless, efficient and transparent utilisation of coal. He said, it will
support Ease of Doing Business, boost domestic availability and reduce
dependence on imported coal. In another social media post, Prime Minister
Modi said, the Cabinet’s decision to increase the Minimum Support Price for
Copra for 2026 season will not only increase the income of coconut farmers
but also provide encouragement to copra production. He said, government
is committed to make the lives of farmers better across the country.
<><>CB/SHIVANG/0442 HRS

SKS NP-I 12.12.2025

CHHATTISHGARH CM NAXALS

Chhattishgarh Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai today said that Naxalism
in in the state is on the verge of extinction. Speaking to media persons
while completing his two years in office, the Chief Minister said that
security forces have neutralised 505 Maoists, while 2,386 Maoists have
surrendered and 1,901 have been arrested. CM Sai said, sixty-nine security
camps have been established in affected regions, while the Niyada Nella
Nar Yojana rehabilitation policy has encouraged integration into



mainstream society. He added that overcoming the Maoist menace was a
major success in the past two years. Fifty schools and several hospitals
which were shut due to violence have reopened, and development has
reached 403 villages with paved roads, health centres, mobile towers, and
ration shops, he added. He said, a monthly stipend of Rs 10,000 for
surrendered Maoists over three years has been introduced to aid
rehabilitation. CM Sai themed the celebration as 'Continuous Service,
Continuous Development', highlighting the state government's
achievements since he was sworn in on December 13.

<>IANS/0048 HRS

SWATI MP-1I 13.12.2025
EC-SROs

The Election Commission has appointed Special Roll Observers
(SROs) to oversee the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the Electoral
Rolls in eight major states. The observers have been assigned to West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. The poll body said, the observers have
already commenced their work and are expected to be present in these
states for two days each week until the publication of the final electoral
rolls in February 2026. Their mandate is to ensure that the revision
exercise is carried out smoothly and transparently. The Special Roll
Observers will meet political parties at both the state and district levels to
hear their views and address concerns related to the revision process. They
will also participate in meetings with Chief Electoral Officers and District
Electoral Officers, either physically or through virtual platforms, to ensure
that the entire process is completed in a smooth, transparent and
participatory manner. They will observe the process of SIR so that no
eligible elector is left out and no ineligible person is included in the
Electoral Rolls.
<><><> CB/RISHU/ADITYA/ANUPAM/0546 HRS

SWATI MP-1 13.12.2025

INDIA-CHINA CONSULTATIONS

Senior officials from India and China have held a new round of
consultations in Beijing, affirming positive progress in bilateral ties. External
Affairs Ministry in a statement said, Sujit Ghosh, Joint Secretary of the East



Asia Division of the Ministry of External Affairs concluded his two day visit
to Beijing yesterday. During his visit, Mr Ghosh called on Vice Foreign
Minister Sun Weidong, and held discussions with Director General of the
Department of Asian Affairs of the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
External Affairs Ministry said, the discussions were constructive and
forward looking. Both sides highlighted the importance of strategic
guidance of the leaders of the two countries, and made a positive
assessment of the progress in stabilizing and rebuilding bilateral ties,
prioritizing people centric engagements. The two sides took stock of the
exchanges and activities planned for the coming year. The Indian side
emphasised on the need for early resolution of outstanding issues
pertaining to export control. Regional and global developments of mutual
interest were also briefly touched upon. During the visit, Joint Secretary
(East Asia) also met with the Director General (Asian Affairs) of the
Chinese Ministry of Commerce, and discussed bilateral trade and
commercial issues.

<><><>CB/SUPARNA/0533 HRS

GAURAV::AK EPP-I 12.12.2025
LS-AIRFARE

Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu has said that
the government is going to start a programme to make aircrafts in the
country. He stressed that the country should have a Made-in-India aircrafts
to meet the growing demand in the aviation sector. He said, Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited is exploring the possibility with Russian aircraft
company Sukhoi S] 100 to get the technologies to make the aircrafts in the
country. Replying to a private member resolution Appropriate Measures to
Regulate Airfare in the Country, the Minister highlighted that availability of
the aircrafts is a serious issue as certain global players are manufacturing
these aircrafts. The Minister's response came in response to MP’s concerns
over the rising airfare across the country.

(S/B- Naidu)

The Minister pointed out that the centre has a power to cap the
airfare in extraordinary circumstances, so that passengers do not
experience opportunistic pricing. He said, on several occasions, the
government exercised its power to cap the airfare. He said, during the
recent Indigo crisis, the government capped the airfares. Mr. Naidu said,
during the festive season and specific period, demand surges on specific



routes for which capacity needs to be augmented to meet the demand.
(S/B- Naidu)
<><><> Bhupendra/Anand/1803

GAURAV EP-1 12.12.2025

MSME- AMAZON MOU

The Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with Amazon Seller Services in New Delhi,
to boost online market access for artisans enrolled under the PM
Vishwakarma Scheme. Under the agreement, the e-commerce service will
facilitate onboarding of eligible Vishwakarma artisans onto its e-commerce
platform, while the Ministry will support them in obtaining necessary
approvals, registrations and clearances. It will also promote handmade
products through its Karigar initiative, which highlights India’s traditional
craftsmanship and supports artisans in adopting digital tools. The Ministry
underlined that the partnership will help artisans enhance product visibility,
improve sales, and reach customers across the nation. The PM
Vishwakarma Scheme, launched in September 2023, offers end-to-end
support including skill training, modern toolkits, credit access and market
linkages for artisans engaged in traditional trades such as carpentry,
pottery, metalsmithing, tailoring, goldsmithing, locksmithing, toy and doll
making, basket and mat making, garland making and cobbler work.
<><>ISHANI/ARZOO/1551 HRS

UNDER-19 ASIA CUP

In the Under-19 Asia Cup Cricket, India have defeated hosts UAE by
234 runs in the first match in Dubai. A 212 run partnership by Vaibhav
Suryavanshi and Aaron George for the second wicket helped India to post
mammoth 433 runs score. Suryavanshi scored 171 runs with the help of 14
sixes and 9 fours. Aaron George and Vihaan Malhotra hit 69 runs each. In
reply, UAE could manage to score 199 for 7 in the stipulated 50 overs.



