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GOVT - HEALTH

Union Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare Anupriya Patel has said
that the country has witnessed a profound transformation in its healthcare landscape
under the Narendra Modi government in the past eleven years. The Minister said, the
government has made its best efforts to strengthen the entire healthcare system from
primary to tertiary healthcare. Addressing the 7th Convocation Ceremony of Vardhman
Mahavir Medical College and Safdarjung Hospital in New Delhi today, Mrs Patel said, the
aim of the the government is to make healthcare accessible and affordable with quality.
She said, the government is running several schemes to provide financial protection to
the poor and needy population.

(Byte - Anupriya Patel)

The Minister said that the number of medical colleges has increased from 387 in

2014 to 803 and the the MBBS seats also gone up from 51 thousand to one lakh 28

thousand seats. Mrs Patel said that one lakh 78 thousand Ayushman Aarogya Mandir
are operational across the country to provide basic primary Health Care facility.

NATIONAL MATHEMATICS DAY
National Mathematics Day will be observed today to commemorate
the birth anniversary of Srinivasa Ramanujan, one of India’s most



influential and globally recognised mathematicians. The day will be marked
across educational institutions, research bodies and academic forums to
highlight the importance of mathematics in scientific progress and everyday
life. The observance was formally instituted by the Government of India in
December 2011, and December 22 was designated as National
Mathematics Day in recognition of Ramanujan’s extraordinary contributions
to the discipline. The following year, 2012, was observed nationwide as the
National Mathematics Year, giving further institutional push to
mathematical learning and research. December 22 marks the birth of
Srinivasa Ramanujan, whose work continues to influence modern
mathematics more than a century later.

COURT GOA FIRE

A Goa court today extended by five days the police custody of Saurabh Luthra
and Gaurav Luthra, owners of the Birch by Romeo Lane nightclub where a devastating
fire on 6th this month resulted in 25 deaths. The siblings had fled to Thailand after the
incident and were deported from that nation on 17th December. The court has
extended the police custody of Luthra brothers by five days. The Anjuna police has
registered a case against them for culpable homicide not amounting to murder and
other offences. The court has also remanded in judicial custody Ajay Gupta, another
owner of the ill-fated club, as the police did not seek extension of his custody. Eight
persons have been arrested so far, while police have initiated the process for issuance
of a Blue Corner Notice against British national Surinder Kumar Khosla, an accused who
has fled to the United Kingdom.

BANGLADESH VIOLENCE

Leaders of minority organisations in Bangladesh have accused the Mohammad
Yunus led interim government of failing to stop violence, killings and persecution
targeting religious and ethnic minorities. The allegations were made today during a
human chain organised by the Minority Unity Front in Dhaka. Speakers said inadequate
investigations and lack of justice has created widespread fear, particularly among
minority communities, ahead of the upcoming national election. They also raised
concerns over attacks on media houses and cultural institutions. Protesters demanded a
proper investigation into kiling hindu garment worker Dipu Chandra Das and
accountability for those responsible, warning that continued inaction could further
endanger minority communities. Labour and human rights groups, including the
Workers’ Safety Forum also formed a human chain demanding speedy trial in Dipu
Chandra Das’s murder.



IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast severe cold day conditions
at isolated places over East Uttar Pradesh today. Places over Bihar, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh and West Uttar Pradesh are also expected to experience cold day today. IMD
further predicted dense fog conditions today over Delhi, Haryana, Chandigarh, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Tripura, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and
north-eastern states. The Weather agency further predicted dense to very dense fog
very likely at isolated places over Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.

Meanwhile, the air quality in Delhi-NCR continues to remain in the Very Poor
category. According to the Central Pollution Control Board, the average Air Quality
Index (AQI) of the National Capital was recorded at 369 as of 1 PM today.

WOMEN'S T20 CRICKET

In Women's Cricket, second T20 game of the five-match series between India
and Sri Lanka will be played in Visakhapatnam tomorrow. The match is scheduled to
begin at 7 pm IST. The hosts have taken 1-0 lead in the series. Indian team led by
captain Harmanpreet Kaur had defeated Sri Lanka by eight wickets in the opening T20
match in Visakhapatnam last night.



