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18.12.2025
EVE PM - OMAN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been conferred with the ‘Order of
Oman’ award by the Sultan of Oman, Sultan Haitham bin Tarik, for his
exceptional contribution to India-Oman ties and his visionary leadership
during a ceremony at the Royal Palace in Muscat, today. The conferment of
the honour during the Prime Minister’s visit to Oman, coinciding with the
completion of 70 years of diplomatic relations between the two countries,
imparted special significance to the occasion and to the Strategic
Partnership. Prime Minister has dedicated the honour to the age-old
friendship between both the countries and called it a tribute to the warmth
and affection between the 1.4 billion people of India and the people of
Oman.

Earlier, India and Oman marked a significant milestone in their
bilateral economic relations by signing the Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement - CEPA, today. It will be a harbinger that will allow
fair and predictable regime and labour mobility for India’s workforce while
fully respecting Oman'’s sovereign employment policy. The agreement was
signed by Union Minister of Commerce and Industry, Piyush Goyal and his
Oman counterpart, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Investment
Promotion, Qais Al Yousef in the presence of the Sultan of Oman, Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik and Prime Minister, Narendra Modi. Both the top leaders
welcomed the signing of Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement
as a milestone in bilateral ties, affirming that it would significantly
strengthen India-Oman strategic partnership.

This is Oman’s second Free Trade Agreement (FTA) after 20 years with a
country directly that demonstrates the importance Oman gives to India as
a friendly Nation. It will create more jobs, better market access for
businesses and greater economic opportunities for both the countries. The
two sides also sighed MoUs in the fields of maritime heritage, education,
agriculture, and millet cultivation.

<><><>RAJESH BALI/OMAN/MAIL/1727 HRS

GAURAV EP-1
18.12.2025
PREZ-VP-PM-SUTAR
President Droupadi Murmu, Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan and



Prime Minister Narendra Modi have expressed grief over the death of
Padma Bhushan recipient and eminent sculptor Ram Sutar. In a social
media post, the President said that the exceptional contributions of the
sculptor have enriched India’s artistic and cultural heritage. President
Murmu added that the monumental works of Sutar, including the Statue of
Unity, stand as great symbols of India's enduring legacy. Sharing
condolences to the family members and admirers of the sculptor, Ms
Murmu noted that his art will continue to inspire generations of artists.

Vice-President C P Radhakrishnan said that the extraordinary
contributions of the legendary sculptor to Indian art, including the iconic
Statue of Unity, the world’s tallest statue and countless monumental works
honouring great leaders such as Mahatma Gandhi and Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, has left an indelible mark on our nation’s cultural heritage. Mr
Radhakrishnan said that the sculptor lived a life of immense creativity and
dedication, inspiring generations with his mastery and vision. He added
that his sculptures stand as timeless tributes to India’s spirit, cultural
heritage and history. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that he was a
remarkable sculptor whose mastery gave India some of its most iconic
landmarks, including the Statue of Unity in Kevadia. Mr Modi said that
Sutar’s works will always be admired as powerful expressions of India’s
history, culture and collective spirit. Prime Minister added that the works of
Ram Vanji Sutar will continue to inspire artists and citizens alike.

<><>RISHU/PRIYA/ANKIT/1644 HRS

GAURAV EP-I
18.12.2025

RAILWAY- SPECIAL TRAINS

Indian Railways will run 138 special trains across nine zones to
manage the surge during Christmas and New Year. These trains have been
planned, with 650 trips proposed and approved. The Ministry of Railways in
a statement said that so far 244 trips have been notified. It added that
Western Railway has the highest share with 26 trains, Central Railway is
operating 18 trains, while South Central Railway has planned 26 trains and
South East Central Railway is having 12 trains during this time to meet the
festive rush. The Ministry said that by running these special trains, the
Railways is providing additional capacity, comfort, and convenience,



helping passengers celebrate Christmas and New Year 2026 without any
hassle.
<><>ARZ0O0O/BHANU/1627 HRS

MANOGYAN:: SUSHMAA EPP

18.12.2025
LS - MSME EXPORT
The government has said that MSME products worth over nine lakh 52
thousand crore rupees were exported during 2025-26 till September this
year. Minister of State for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Shobha
Karandlaje said this in a written reply to a Question in Lok Sabha today.
She informed that India’s export performance during the period reflects
strong momentum in key high value and technology driven sectors, led by
electronic goods, pharmaceuticals, and engineering goods. Mrs Karandlaje
said, the Government has approved the Export Promotion Mission as a
comprehensive framework to strengthen the overall export ecosystem. The
Minister said, lower GST rates have made raw materials and services more
affordable, motivating small and medium enterprises and start-ups to scale
up operations, invest in innovation, and compete both domestically and
globally.

<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1443

GAURAV::SWATI EPP 18.12.2025
RS- FOREST COVER

Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Kirti Vardhan Singh has informed that the forest and tree cover of the
country is over 8 lakh 27 thousand and 356 Square kilometer which is
25.17 percent of its geographical area. In a written reply to a question in
the Rajya Sabha, the Minister informed that as per latest India State of
Forest Report-ISFR 2023, the total forest and tree cover of the country has
increased by around one thousand 446 square kilometer as compared to
the last assessment in 2021. The Minister said that the government
provides technical and financial support to States and Union Territories
through various schemes and programmes of the Central Government for
enhancement of forest cover including protection, conservation and
management of forests in the country. This includes the National Mission



for a Green India, Forest Fire Prevention and Management Scheme, Nagar
Van Yojana and Integrated Development of Wildlife Habitats. He also said
that a plantation campaign Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam has also been launched
to undertake plantation activities across the country. The campaign has
contributed large scale plantation aiding the enhancement of green cover
in the country.

<><><> ANAND/1602 HRS

GAURAV::SWATI EPP

18.12.2025
RS-KHELO INDIA

The Centre has said that more than 28 thousand athletes have been
trained at Khelo India Centres across the country as of April 2024 under
Khelo India scheme. Minister of Sports and Youth Affairs Mansukh
Mandaviya this in a written reply to a question in Rajya Sabha today. The
Minister said that 991 Khelo India Centres are operational across the
country. Mr Mandaviya also informed that Khelo India Meritorious Athletes
(Medal Winner) are eligible for Jobs and Incentives in the Government of
India Employment.

<><><>AKSHIT/1734 HRS

SHIVRAJ PRESS CONFERENCE

Rural Development Minister and senior BJP leader Shivraj Singh
Chouhan has accused the opposition of undermining the integrity of
democracy with their conduct in the Lok Sabha today. Briefing media in
New Delhi, the Minister condemned the act of the opposition which
occured during the discussion of the Viksit Bharat - G RAM G Bill 2025. The
Minister highlighted that previously, there was a guarantee of 100 days of
employment, which has now been increased to 125 days under the bill. He
added that adequate funds have been proposed to support this expansion,
totaling one lakh 51 thousand 282 crore rupees out of which the Centre’s
share exceeds 95 thousand crore rupees.

(BYTE - SHIVRAJ)
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