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NSD

TRIPTI MP-I

16.12.2025
PM- JORDAN VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held delegation-level talks with
Jordan’s King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein in Amman yesterday, underlining
the close partnership between the two nations as they prepare to
commemorate 75 years of diplomatic relations.

Prime Minister Modi commended Jordan’s resolute stand against terrorism,
extremism and radicalisation, emphasising that India and Jordan share a
common approach to countering terrorism. The Prime Minister praised King
Abdullah II's leadership in promoting moderation, recalling their first
interaction on the sidelines of the United Nations in 2015, He said
cooperation in this sphere would be further deepened alongside other
areas of bilateral engagement. King Abdullah II reaffirmed Jordan’s strong
support for India’s efforts in combating terrorism. More from our West Asia
Correspondent:

V/C-VINOD KUMAR

The two leaders discussed enhancing cooperation across
multiple sectors including trade and investment defence and
security, renewable enerqgy, fertilizers and agriculture,
information technology and digital technologies, critical minerals,
infrastructure, healthcare and pharmaceuticals, education,
tourism and heritage, as well as cultural and people-to-people
ties.

With India being Jordan's third-largest trading partner and
bilateral trade valued at two-point-eight billion dollars, Prime
Minister Modi proposed an ambitious target of increasing bilateral
trade to five billion dollars over the next five years.

Prime Minister Modi called for collaboration between
Jordan's digital payment system and India's Unified Payments

Interface. Jordan remains an important supplier of fertilizers to
India, particularly phosphates, and companies from both nations

are in discussions for further investment in Jordan to meet India's
growing demand for phosphatic fertilizers.




VINOD KUMAR/ AMMAN/ MAIL/0451

TRIPTI::JAIRA] MP-II

16.12.2025
PM- ETHIOPIA HISTORY (WITH S/B FOR MORNING)

India and Ethiopia share a long history of partnership in the sector of
education, skilling, and capacity building. India has been offering
scholarship and training opportunities to Ethiopian students and
professionals through various scholarships. Talking to Akashvani News,
Indian Ambassador to Ethiopia, Anil Kumar Rai said, many Presidents or
Vice Presidents, which are equivalent to vice chancellors or registrars of
Indian universities in Ethiopia, have studied in India under ICCR and other
government-sponsored scholarship schemes. People, whether Indian or the
Ethiopians both are eagerly waiting for Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

(Byte- Anil Kumar Rai, Ambassader of India in Ethiopia)

CB/Sushil Chandra Tiwari,/Addis Ababa/0456

SJA NP-1 15.12.2025
JAISHANKAR- ABU DHABI

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today met with Managing
Director and Group CEO of Mubadala Investment Company, Khaldoon
Khalifa Al Mubarak in Abu Dhabi. In a social media post, Dr Jaishankar
apprised him of emerging opportunities for economic cooperation. The
Minister further said that they exchanged views on the global geo-
economic situation and the need to further strengthen relations between
India and UAE.

<><>DRISHTI/SUPARNA/2234 HRS

TRIPTI MP-11 16.12.2025

PM ETHIOPIA
On the second leg of his visit to the three nations, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will reach Addis Ababa, capital of Ethiopia this evening for a



two day visit. The Prime Minister will hold wide-ranging discussions with his
Ethiopian counterpart Dr. Abiy Ahmed Ali on all aspects of bilateral
relations. As partners in the Global South, the Prime Minister’s visit will
reaffirm the two countries’ shared commitment to strengthening close ties
of friendship and expanding bilateral cooperation. Our Correspondent
covering the Prime Minister's visit has filed this report:

(V/C- SUSHIL CHANDRA TIWARI)

" This will be Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s first visit to
Ethiopia, but second to the African continent in this month. PM
Modi is scheduled to hold talks with Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed Ali, a Nobel Peace Prize laureate on entire gamut of issues

of bilateral Importance in Addis Ababa, which is also the

headquarters of the African Union. In 2023, during India’s G20
Presidency, the African Union was admitted as a permanent

member of the G20. The Visit reaffirms the shared commitment of

both countries, as partners in the Global South, to strengthening
friendship and expanding bilateral cooperation. Ethiopia is India’s
important and trusted partner in Global South and the African
context and PM Modi will be holding several significant
engagements during his two-day visit. Investments from India,
agriculture, mining, digital public infrastructure, Solar Alliance
and cybersecurity are expected to be among the key areas on the
agenda for discussions between the Indian side and the Ethiopian
leadership. During the visit both leaders are expected to review
regional and international issues also. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will also address a joint session of the Ethiopian Parliament.
Sushil Chandra Tiwari, Aakashwani News, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia’

<><><>
Sushil Chandra Tiwari,/Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia/MAIL/0509
TRIPTI::JAIRA) MP-1
16.12.2025

LS-SITHARAMAN-ECONOMY

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said, India is becoming the
fastest growing major economy with the 8.2 per cent growth rate as
against the 3.2 per cent of the global growth. She said, every global
institution is raising their growth outlook for the country in the current



fiscal. The Finance Minister said this in the Lok Sabha during her reply to
the Supplementary Demands for Grants for 2025-26 yesterday. Slamming
the Opposition for seeking response on US President Donald Trump's
negative remark regarding country's economy, the Finance Minister
stressed that India got rating upgrades from three major global agencies --
DBRS, S&P and R&I adding that India has proved critics wrong. She further
stated that India has emerged as a net exporter in sectors such as
electronics, pharmaceuticals, engineering goods and defence. The Finance
Minister said, actual household consumption shows that the Bottom 40 per
cent (B40) of the population is acquiring wealth and assets at a
significantly faster rate than the Top 20 per cent (T20).

S/B- SITHARAMAN

Ms Sitharaman said, inequality in asset ownership has massively
declined, particularly in urban areas, where the disparity for key assets like
motor vehicles and refrigerators has shrunk dramatically. She added that
growth over the last decade has been broad-based.

On Supplementary demands the Finance Minister said that new IITs,
IIMs, and AIIMS are possible only through government spending on
education. She noted that X53.83 lakh crore has been allocated to defence
since 2014-15, adding that 16,000 MSMEs are emerging as game changers
in strengthening India’s defence capability.

S/B- SITHARAMAN

Later, the Lok Sabha gave its nod to the Supplementary Demands for
Grants - First Batch for 2025-26, seeking Parliament's approval for a gross
additional expenditure of one lakh 32 thousand crore rupees.

The Lower House also approved the Appropriation (No.4) Bill, 2025.
It seeks to authorise payment and appropriation of certain further sums
from and out of the Consolidated Fund of India for the services of the
financial year 2025-26. DESK/ REPORTING/ IANS/ 0548

SJA NP-1 15.12.2025
AGRICULTURE-FICCI

Agriculture Commissioner for the Department of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare, Praveen Kumar Singh, today said that the vision of the
government and the industry is alike, that is, to promote sustainable
development and also provide direct benefits to farmers. The



Commissioner said this while addressing the fifth edition of the FICCI
Sustainable Agriculture and Summit Awards 2025 in New Delhi. He
highlighted enhancing soil health, watershed management and waste to
wealth models to improve farmer incomes. Mr Singh also noted the need to
connect the farmers with market intelligence and educate them about the
kind of requirements that will exist at the national and international levels
in future. The Commissioner further mentioned to converge the
sustainability efforts towards income, production, productivity, and the
conservation of natural resources to become the trustees of Mother Nature.
BYTE- PRAVEEN KUMAR (GNR MAIL)
<><>DRISHTI/2229 HRS

SANJIO EP-I 15.12.2025
EVE -IMD WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department has forecast dense to very
dense fog conditions over Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh tomorrow.
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Himachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Punjab will
also experience dense fog conditions . According to the weather agency,
northwest India will experience a gradual fall in minimum temperature by
two degree Celsius during the next two days.

Meanwhile, The weather agency said that Andaman and Nicobar
Island will likely to experience thunderstorms accompanied with lightning
and gusty winds at isolated places.

<><>NITIKA/AMAN/2017

SANJIO::RZ EPP
15.12.2025
FINAL RS- ELECTION REFORMS

The Rajya Sabah today resumed discussion on Election Reforms.
Intervening in the debate, Law and Justice Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal
said nation is marching towards development under Narendra Modi
government’s principle of Reform, Perform and Transform. He strongly
supported the ongoing exercise of SIR saying fake voters should be



removed from voter list. He said for this purpose, SIR exercise is being
conducted. The Minister said government is committed to bringing reforms.
He said, those opposing SIR have forget that SIR is based on the
idea put forward by the Founder of the Indian Constitution Baba
Saheb Ambedkar that the Universal adult franchise is based on
the principle of 'One person, one vote one value'.

S/B ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

<><><> ANAND/ SUPARNA/ ANUPAM/ 1945 HRS

TRIPTI MP-I
16.12.2025
PREZ WINTER SOJOURN

President Droupadi Murmu will embark on a seven day visit to
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Telangana today. In Karnataka, the President
will inaugurate the 1066th Jayanthi celebrations of Adi Jagadguru Sri
Shivarathreeshwara Shivayogi Mahaswamiji at Malavalli today. President
will be in Tamil Nadu tomorrow, where she will perform darshan and aarti
at the Golden Temple, Vellore. Later, she will reach Rashtrapati Nilayam,
Bolarum, Secunderabad for a winter sojourn. The President will inaugurate
the National Conference for the Chairpersons of Public Service
Commissions, organised by the Telangana Public Service Commission at
Hyderabad on Friday. President Murmu is also scheduled to address a
conference on ‘Timeless Wisdom of Bharat: Pathways of Peace and
Progress’, organised by Brahma Kumaris Shanti Sarovar to mark its 21st
Anniversary in Hyderabad on Saturday.

<<<>>> CB/0558

TRIPTI MP-I
16.12.2025
VIJAY DIWAS

The nation is celebrating Vijay Diwas today to commemorate India’s
victory over Pakistan in 1971 war. Every year on this day, the nation
remembers the ultimate sacrifice of the bravehearts whose stories inspire
every Indian, and remain a source of national pride. It was on this day in
1971, the chief of the Pakistani forces, General AA Khan Niazi, along with
93 thousand troops, had surrendered unconditionally to the allied forces
consisting of Indian Army and Mukti Bahini. The end of the war also



resulted in subsequent secession of East Pakistan into Bangladesh.
<><>PALLAVI/0621



