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<><><><><><><> 

The Dr. T Ao Junior Girls Na%onal Football Championship 2025-26 (Tier-2) kicked 

off at the Chümoukedima Football Stadium yesterday, marking Nagaland’s first 

%me hos%ng a na%onal football tournament. Addressing the inaugural session, 

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio lauded the All India Football Federa%on’s decision to 

rename the event a6er Dr. T Ao, calling it fi7ng tribute to his legacy in Indian 

football. 

Mr Rio said the championship reflects the growing strength and confidence of 

young women driving the rise of women’s football in India.  

The Chief Minister added that hos%ng the event signals Nagaland’s readiness to 

develop sports infrastructure and welcome future na%onal and interna%onal 

compe%%ons. In the opening matches, Punjab defeated Andaman and Nicobar 20-

0, while Nagaland lost 1-3 to U=arakhand.                                                  

<><><><><><><> 

Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio flagged off a newly inducted Air India Express aircra6 at 

Dimapur Airport yesterday, marking the airline’s role as the Official Travel Partner 

for the Hornbill Fes%val 2025. Celebra%ng the ar%s%c legacy of the Nagas, 

the aircra6 features a tail livery inspired by the Ao tribe’s Tsüngkotepsü warrior 

shawl. It was received with a ceremonial welcome, with several officials and 

tradi%onal dancers. Mr Rio said the partnership would enable reaching wider 

audiences, celebrate the rich heritage, and build meaningful connec%ons that go 

beyond the fes%val season. Air India Express Managing Director Aloke Singh said 

the special livery is a tribute to Nagaland’s ar%s%c legacy and cultural pride. Air 

India Express has also set up a Hornbill-themed photobooth at Dimapur Airport 

and community art canvas at Kisama Heritage Village.         



<><><><><><><> 

A distribu%on drive of free assis%ve devices was carried out at Longkhim and 

Chare yesterday, by the Social Welfare Department and Chief Medical Officer of 

Tuensang, in collabora%on with Ar%ficial Limbs Manufacturing Corpora%on of 

India. On the occasion, wheelchairs, crutches, hearing aids and others were 

provided to persons with disabili%es and senior ci%zens under the ADIP and RVY 

schemes. Advisor for IT & Communica%on, H. Sethrongkyu Sangtam, lauded the 

efforts of district officers for ensuring that the support reached the people in 

need. In Longkhim, 47 beneficiaries received devices under ADIP and 366 under 

RVY, while in Chare, 32 beneficiaries were covered under ADIP and 173 under 

RVY.                                                           

<><><><><><><> 

Deputy Commissioner of Kohima, B. Henok Buchem, has issued two orders to 

improve public safety and urban management in the district. In the first order, the 

DC directed telecom, internet, cable TV, and water agencies to remove all unused 

overhead cables and pipes within this week. It also asked them to bundle securely 

fasten all ac%ve lines. The order warned that any non-compliant cables will be 

removed by authori%es at the cost of the defaul%ng en%ty. In a separate order, the 

DC highlighted the growing problem of dust and debris from uncovered building 

construc%on sites. He directed all construc%on firms and individuals to cover their 

sites using protec%ve materials such as ne7ng. The order noted that any damage 

or harm to people or livestock caused by negligence would a=ract strict legal 

penal%es.                                      

<><><><><><><> 

And in weather, the India Meteorological Department has forecast a gradual fall in 

minimum temperature over the northeastern states India during the next two 

days. The department said, temperature would likely fall by 2 to 3 degree Celsius 

with no large change therea6er.                                                      

<><><><><><><> 


