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PM-MARITIME WEEK

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said, Maritime sector is driving
India's growth. He said, over the last decade, the sector has transformed
significantly, boosting trade and port infrastructure. Mr Modi was
addressing the Maritime Leaders Conclave organized under the India
Maritime Week 2025 at the NESCO Exhibition Centre in Mumbai this
evening. He said, India's maritime sector is advancing with great speed and
energy. The Prime Minister said, today, India's ports are counted among
most efficient in developing world. He said, in many aspects, they are
performing even better than those in the developed world.

Mr Modi highlighted that amid global tensions, trade disruptions and
shifting supply chains, India stands as a symbol of strategic autonomy,
peace and inclusive growth. He emphasized that, when the global seas are
rough, the world looks for a steady lighthouse. He said, India is well poised
to play that role with strength and stability. The Prime Minister said, India
is accelerating efforts to reach new heights in shipbuilding. He said, they
have now granted large ships the status of infrastructure assets. He added
that this is the right time to work and expand in India's shipping sector.
The Prime Minister said, the government has replaced over a century-old
colonial shipping laws with modern, futuristic laws suited for the 21st
century.

SWATI/NET/1746 HRS

GAURAV EP-I 29.10.2025
REDDY COAL AUCTIONS

Coal and Mines Minister G. Kishan Reddy today virtually launched the
14th tranche of commercial coal mine auctions in New Delhi. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr Reddy emphasized that the auction is aimed to promote
ease of doing business, attract diverse investments, and encourage wider
industry participation. The Minister added that for the first time the Coal
and Mines Ministry is introducing provisions for Underground Coal
Gasification (UCG) within the auction framework. He added that this will
help in enabling the extraction of deep-seated unmineable reserves. The
Minister also launched the Koyla Shakti Dashboard which provides an easy
interface to track the coal supply chain from mine to market. It is aimed to
improve coordination among coal companies, ports, railways, and end
users through real-time data sharing. During the event, the Coal Land
Acquisition Management, and Payment Portal-CLAMP was also launched to



digitise the land acquisition, compensation, and rehabilitation processes
across coal public sector units. The 14th round of auction will offer a fresh
set of fully explored and partially explored coal blocks for auction, inviting
participation from experienced miners, new entrants, and technology-
driven enterprises alike.

<><>ISHANI/1720HRS
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EC-HELPLINE

The Election Commission has activated the National Voter Helpline
and all 36 State and District-level helplines with an aim to address all
queries and grievances of citizens. The National Contact Centre will serve
as the central helpline for all States and Union Territories. It operates daily
from 8:00 AM to 8:00 PM through toll-free number 1800-11-1950. Calls are
handled by trained executives who assist citizens and other stakeholders
with electoral services and queries. The Election Commission has issued
instructions to each State and UT and District to set up its own State
Contact Centre and District Contact Centre respectively, to ensure timely
and localized responses. These centres operate during office hours on all
working days throughout the year, providing assistance in the regional
languages of the State and UT. All complaints and queries are recorded
and tracked through the National Grievance Service Portal. The
Commission has also launched ‘Book-a-Call with BLO’ facility using which
citizens can directly contact their respective Booth Level Officer (BLO)
through the feature available on the ECINET platform. Citizens can also
connect with Election Officials using the ECINet App. ECI has directed all
CEOs, DEOs, EROs to regularly monitor the progress and ensure speedy
disposal of the requests of the users within 48 hours.
These facilities are in addition to the existing mechanisms for addressing
election related grievances. Citizens can also send email to
complaints@eci.gov.in. The Election Commission has encouraged all voters
to use the ‘Book-a-Call with BLO" and the dedicated Voter Helpline Number
- 1950 facilities for all election-related information, feedback, suggestions,
and complaints for prompt and transparent resolution of their concerns.
<><>ANUPAM/1720 HRS
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Senior Congress leader and Leader of the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, launched his election campaign for the
Mahagathbandhan today from Muzaffarpur in Bihar. Addressing a public
rally in Sakra in Muzaffarpur, Rahul Gandhi alleged that the BJP is using
Nitish Kumar’s face and running the government through remote control.
He accused the BIP of having no concern for social justice, saying that this
was why Prime Minister Narendra Modi opposed the caste census. Rahul
Gandhi stated that the Mahagathbandhan, aims to establish industries in
Bihar and, if voted to power, will create employment opportunities for the
people of the state. He further accused the NDA government of harming
small traders through demonetization and a flawed Goods and Services Tax

(GST) policy.
<>DHARMENDRA/PATNA / MAIL/ 1441HRS
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JAISHANKAR-EU TRADE

A delegation of European Parliament’s Committee on International
Trade today met External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar in New Delhi. In
a social media post, Dr Jaishankar said, they discussed how India and the
European Union can maximize convergences and deepen cooperation. He
said, this can stabilize the global economy and strengthen democratic
forces. The External Affairs Minister said, the early conclusion of the India-
European Union Free Trade Agreement can make a big difference to these
objectives.
<><>ANUPAM/1715 HRS
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REV EVE CRICKET-RAIN

In Men's Cricket, India was cruising at 97 for 1 in 9.4 overs against
Australia in the first T20 International of the five-match series when rain
interrupted play at Manuka Oval in Canberra. The match had already been
reduced to 18 overs per side due to earlier rain delays. Australian skipper
Mitchell Marsh won the toss and opted to field. Led by Suryakumar Yadav,
the Men in Blue made a confident start as they looked to bounce back after
a 1-2 defeat in the recent ODI series against Australia. The two teams last
met in the T20 format during the Super 8 stage of the 2024 T20 World
Cup, where India emerged victorious. SWATI/NET/1549 HRS



