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ZIMBABWE-DEATH PENALTY

Zimbabwe's President Emmerson Mnangagwa has signed a new law ending the death penalty in the
country. The move follows a recent vote in parliament to scrap capital punishment. Although
Zimbabwe hasn't executed anyone since 2005, courts continued to issue death sentences for serious
crimes like murder. Zimbabwe's Minister of Justice Mr. Ziyambi Ziyambi called the change a sign of
Zimbabwe’'s commitment to justice and humanity. President Mnangagwa has long opposed capital
punishment. In the 1960s, he was sentenced to death for attacking a train during the fight for
independence, but his sentence was changed to 10 years in prison.

TRAINS-DELAYED

The movement of several trains has been affected as dense fog has engulfed the northern region of
the country, causing low visibility. According to Indian Railways, as many as 22 Delhi-bound trains
have been delayed by up to two hours. These include the Ayodhya Express, Patalkot Express, Kaifiyat
Express, Sampark Kranti Express, Gondwana Express, Telangana Express, and Padmavat Express.
Passengers are advised to check the latest status of the trains before arriving at the station to board
them.

IMD-WEATHER

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast cold day conditions over Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, and Uttar Pradesh today. Parts of Himachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya,



Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura can experience dense fog in the night and morning hours
during the next 2-3 days. The weather office has also predicted ground frost conditions in Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura today. IMD said there will be
no significant changes in the minimum temperatures over the Western Himalayan region and the
plains of Northwest India during the next 24 hours but can witness a gradual rise of 2-5 degrees
Celsius thereafter. Minimum temperatures over Central India are likely to remain the same for the
next 5 days. The met department further predicted a fall in minimum temperatures by 2 to 3 degrees
Celsius over East India during the next 24 hours and in Maharashtra during the next 3 days. The
minimum temperature of Gujarat is likely to rise by 2-3 degrees Celsius in the coming 5 days.

GROUND WATER - REPORT

The total annual groundwater recharge in the country has increased by 15 Billion Cubic Meter
substantially and extraction has declined by three Billion Cubic Meter in 2024. Union Jal Shakti
Minister C R Patil today released the Dynamic Ground Water Resource Assessment Report for the
year 2024. According to reports the total annual groundwater recharge has been assessed as over
446 Billion Cubic Meter. The annual groundwater extraction for all uses is over 245 Billion Cubic
Meter. The report highlights that 100 per cent of ground water samples in North-Eastern States are
in an excellent category for irrigation. The assessment was carried out jointly by the Central Ground
Water Board and States and Union Territories. The Ministry said, out of the total six thousand 746
assessment units in Blocks, Mandals and Talukas, more than 73 per cent assessment units are
categorized as Safe and around three per cent assessment units as Critical.

Rev:ONOS

The Government has launched the “One Nation, One Subscription” scheme starting today.This
initiative aims to provide seamless access to a wide range of digital knowledge resources, including
research papers, journals, and academic content, under a single subscription platform. The scheme is
expected to benefit students, researchers, and institutions across the country by eliminating multiple
subscription barriers and ensuring equitable access to knowledge.Over 1.8 crore students from
Government funded higher education institutions, including universities and IITs, will have access to
research papers, published in top journals across the world . More than 13 thousand 400
international journals covering science, technology, engineering, medicine, mathematics,
management, social sciences and humanities are being made available to researchers under the first
phase of the initiative.

The Principal Scientific Adviser Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood said, in the subsequent phases of ONOS,
expansion of access to private higher educational institutions and ultimately to all individuals in the
country who need such access can be taken up.

(BYTE : AJAY KUMAR SOOD)

The ONOS scheme with a budget of six thousand crore rupees for a period of three years is a
centrally negotiated and centrally funded National Consortium for electronic journal subscriptions. It
will also provide central funding support of 150 crore rupees per year for beneficiary authors to



publish in selected good quality Open Access journals.
DAY CORE INDUSTRIES DATA

India’s infrastructure output, which constitutes about two-fifths of the country’s industrial production,
surged to a four-month high in November. This growth was driven by an increase in six of the eight
core sectors during the month.The production of Cement, Coal, Steel, Electricity, Refinery Products
and Fertilizers recorded positive growth. According to provisional data released by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, the index of eight core industries rose by 4.3% in November, up from 3.7%
in October. This marks a significant improvement compared to a 2.4% growth in September and a
contraction of 1.5% in August. The Coal production increased by 7.5 percent, Petroleum refinery
products rose by 2.9 percent, fertilizers witnessed an uptick of 2 percent, Steel increased by 4.8
percent and Cement surged by 13 percent while electricity gained 3.8 percent in November, of
current fiscal year. Meanwhile, Crude oil contracted by 2.1 percent and Natural Gas declined by 1.9
percent in comparison to same month last year. The combined Index of Eight Core Industries
measures the combined and individual performance of production of eight core industries which are
Cement, Coal, Crude Oil, Electricity, Fertilizers, Natural Gas, Refinery Products and Steel. The Eight
Core Industries comprise 40.27 percent of the weight of items included in the Index of Industrial
Production. The rise in infrastructure output reflects positive momentum in the country’s industrial
activity, providing optimism for continued economic recovery.

MODI GOVERNMENT - YOUTH:

The Central Government has launched several policies and programs aimed at fostering innovation,
skill development, entrepreneurship, and technological growth to empower the country's youth. In
the last ten years, the Narendra Modi government has propelled a new wave of opportunities for
India’s youth. Our correspondent reports that in the first 100 days of the third term of the Modi
Government, appointment letters have been issued to over 15 thousand youth for government jobs.
From reimagining education through the transformative New Education Policy to nearly doubling the
number of medical colleges, the government has laid the foundation for a future brimming with
possibilities. Government is providing internship opportunities to one crore youth to bridge the gap
between education and employment. More than one crore 42 lakh youths have been trained under
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana. To address systemic issues of cheating and unfair practices in
public examinations, the government introduced the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair
Means) Act, 2024. Recognizing the importance of science and technology in India’s future, the Vigyan
Dhara Scheme was launched to inspire and empower young minds to pursue careers in Science and
Technology.

MORN. VICE PREZ- NEW YEAR:

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has extended greetings to all citizens on the eve of New Year 2025.
In his message, the vice President asked people to move forward with determination, nurturing
democratic values with resolve to keep Nation First. He urged citizens to rededicate themselves



towards realizing the vision of Constitution makers while advancing towards Viksit Bharat at 2047.

TRAINS-DELAYED

The movement of several trains has been affected as dense fog has engulfed the northern region of
the country, causing low visibility. According to Indian Railways, as many as 22 Delhi-bound trains
have been delayed by up to two hours. These include the Ayodhya Express, Patalkot Express, Kaifiyat
Express, Sampark Kranti Express, Gondwana Express, Telangana Express, and Padmavat Express.
Passengers are advised to check the latest status of the trains before arriving at the station to board
them.

MORN. MANIPUR-COLLATERAL FREE LOANS

The Manipur government will provide collateral free loans up to 50,000 rupees to the ethnic violence
displaced people under the Chief Minister’s Entrepreneurship Support Scheme (CMESS). The
announcement was made by Chief Minister N. Biren Singh in Imphal yesterday. The Chief Minister
said that the government has already provided loans under the scheme to around 426 displaced
people to support their entrepreneurial activities. He also urged the people to apply for financial
assistance under the scheme.

Addressing the media, Mr. Singh said that startups in the state, funded by the state government and
running successfully, would employ violence affected displaced people and seven of them have been
identified and are ready to employ 432 displaced people. Mr. Singh further said that “Under the One
Family One Livelihood” scheme, loans up to 10 lakh rupees with a 30 per cent subsidy shall be
provided to the targeted 5,000 beneficiaries. He also said, 745 individuals have been shortlisted so
far, and 9 have already received loans. The Chief Minister also encouraged youths to apply and get
benefits under the Scheme. <><><>

MORN. CLEAN GANGA - PROJECTS

The Central Government has approved a project worth 272 crore rupees for Chandauli and Manikpur
in Uttar Pradesh under the National Mission for Clean Ganga. The 59th Executive Committee meeting
of the National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG), chaired by Director-General, NMCG Rajeev Kumar
Mital yesterday approved several projects dedicated to the conservation and rejuvenation of the
Ganga River. These initiatives are aimed at promoting the cleanliness, sustainable development, and
preservation of the environmental and cultural significance of the river. Taking a significant step
toward river conservation in Buxar, Bihar, the committee has also approved an ambitious project at a
cost of 257 crore rupees. Under this initiative, a state-of-the-art Sewage Treatment Plant with a
capacity of 50 Million litre per day and supporting structures will be constructed.



