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SWATI MP-I 21.12.2024

MORN PM-KUWAIT VISIT
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will embark on a two-day visit to

Kuwait beginning today at the invitation of Amir of Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. During the visit, the Prime Minister will hold
discussions with the leadership of Kuwait. Today, Mr Modi will interact with
the Indian diaspora at a community event and also visit a labour camp. He
will also attend the opening ceremony of the 26th Arabian Gulf Cup as a
special guest of the Emir of Kuwait. Tomorrow, Prime Minister Modi will be
accorded a ceremonial guard of honour at the Bayan Palace following
which he will be holding separate meetings with the Emir of Kuwait and the
crown Prince of Kuwait. There will be delegation-level talks with the Prime
Minister of Kuwait as well. This will be the first visit of an Indian Prime
Minister to the Gulf nation in 43 years. As Kuwait currently chairs the Gulf
Cooperation Council, the visit is expected to strengthen not only bilateral
relations but also enhance India's ties with the broader Gulf region.

<><><>VINOD KUMAR/DUBAI/MAIL/CB/SUPARNA/0355 HRS
SWATI::AARTI MP-1 21.12.2024

GST MEETING-JAISALMER

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will chair the 55th GST
Council meeting at Jaisalmer in Rajasthan today. The discussions at the
meeting will focus on key issues related to goods and services tax. Chief
Ministers of Goa, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Meghalaya and Odisha,
Deputy Chief Ministers of Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Telangana and Finance Ministers of several States and
Union Territories will take part in the meeting. Our correspondent reports
all preparations are in place for the meeting:

V/C- JITENDRA

The GST council is expected to deliberate taxability issues
concerning food delivery services and health insurance, as well as
potential changes to GST slabs and rate rationalisation. The

Council is expected to discuss reducing the GST rates on life and
health insurance premiums. The council is also likely to hold

discussion on the issue of raising tax rates on high-end wrist




waltches, shoes and apparel. Besides, the council may deliberate
on bringing aviation turbine fuel under GST . The Finance Minister

will hold a press conference regarding the decisions of the GST
Council following the conclusion of the meeting. The GST Council

meeting is being held in Jaisalmer, famously known as the Golden
City, for the first time. The entire city has been beautifully

decorated for the event. Jitendra Dwivedi, Akashwani News,
Jaipur. <><><>

JITENDRA DWIVEDI/JAIPUR/MAIL/0545 HRS
SWATI MP-1 21.12.2024

SHAH-NEC PLENARY SESSION

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will chair the 72nd plenary meeting
of the North East Council (NEC) at Agartala in Tripura today. The plenary
session will also be attended Union Minister for Development of North
Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya Scindia, along with Union Minister of State for
Development of North Eastern Region Dr. Sukanta Majumdar. Governors
and Chief Ministers from all North Eastern States will be present at the
meeting. The NEC meeting began yesterday with the opening of a pre-
plenary technical session. Upon arriving in Agartala last evening, Mr.
Jyotiraditya Scindia told reporters that the NEC meeting will lay a new
foundation for the rapid growth of the North East region. He emphasized
that, in the near future, the region will experience fast-paced development,
a vision set by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Minister explained that
the plenary session will focus on the NEC's activities over the past year and
address the aspirations of the states in the region. He also mentioned that
the Union Home Minister would chair a banking summit aimed at
revitalizing the economy in the North East. The summit will see the
participation of the heads of all government undertakings and private
banks. Additionally, a thorough analysis will be conducted on the record
number of bank branches in the region.
CB/KUNAL SHINDE/AGARTALA/0522
SWATI::AARTI MP-1I 21.12.2024

PRESIDENT-AT HOME

President Droupadi Murmu hosted a special “"At Home” event at



Rashtrapati Nilayam in Secunderabad last evening. The event, which
marked the President’s winter sojourn in Hyderabad, saw significant
political and judicial personalities from the state and beyond. Telangana
Governor Jishnu Dev Varma, Haryana Governor Bandaru Dattatreya and
Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy attended the event. Besides,
Legislative Council Chairman Gutta Sukender Reddy and the Chief Justice
of the Telangana High Court and Justice Alok Aradhe added to the event’s
grandeur. Several state ministers, elected representatives, and senior
officials were also present. The President’s Southern Sojourn will come to
an end today.

M S LAKSHMI, HYDERABAD, MAIL, 0607 HRS
SWATI MP-1 21.12.2024
VP-CHANDIGARH

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar will inaugurate the 5% Global
Alumni Meet of Panjab University in Chandigarh today. The Vice-President
is also the Vice-Chancellor of the university. Mr Dhankhar will be on a day-
long visit to Chandigarh today.

<><><>PRIYA/0604 HRS

SWATI MP-I 21.12.2024
MORN CABINET

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs has approved Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for Copra for 2025 season. Briefing media in New
Delhi last evening after the Union Cabinet meeting, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said, the NDA government has
taken a series of decisions for the welfare of farmers. He said, it is a
reflection of the NDA government's commitment towards improving the
lives of farmers. Mr Vaishnaw said, that MSP for Fair Average Quality of
milling copra has been fixed at 11 thousand 582 rupees per quintal and for
ball copra at 12 thousand 100 rupees per quintal. He added that the
financial implication for this decision would be worth 855 crore rupees. The
Union Minister said that the MSP of milling copra is 422 rupees more than
the MSP in the 2024 season, while it is 100 rupees more for ball copra in
comparison to the 2024 season.

Mr Vaishnaw said, National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing



Federation of India Ltd (NAFED) and National Cooperative Consumers’
Federation (NCCF) will be the central nodal agencies for procurement of
copra under Price Support Scheme. The Minister said, the state
governments will play a big role in it, so the procurement will be made with
the cooperation of the state government corporations. He also informed
that Karnataka has the highest share in production of Copra with 32.7
percent, followed by Tamil Nadu with 25.7 percent share in production.
<><><>CB/ANAND/SUPARNA/0411
SWATI MP-II 21.12.2024
GERMANY-KILLED

In Germany, at least two persons were killed and over 60 others
were injured after a driver of a car plowed into a large crowd of people at
a Christmas market in the city of Magdeburg. A spokesperson for the
regional government has described the incident as an attack. According to
German public broadcaster, the suspected driver of the car has been
arrested. Authorities said, 15 people received serious injuries. German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that his thoughts are with the victims and their
loved ones.
<><><>SN DAS/VARIOUS SOURCES/0437 HRS

SWATI MP-1I 21.12.2024
GOVT-ADB

The Centre and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) has signed a 350
million dollar policy-based loan agreement. This loan is part of the second
subprogram of the Strengthening Multimodal and Integrated Logistics
Ecosystem (SMILE) program. The program the government in undertaking
wide-ranging reforms in the country's logistics sector. It includes two
subprograms aimed at boosting manufacturing and improving supply chain
resilience. The loan agreement was signed yesterday by the Department of
Economic Affairs, the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, and the ADB. The Commerce and Industry Ministry in a statement
said development of India’s logistics sector is vital to enhancing the
competitiveness of its manufacturing sector. The Ministry also stated that
the collaboration between India and ADB reflects a shared commitment to
fostering growth and innovation in the logistics sector, supporting India‘s
broader economic development goals.
<><><> ANAND/0420 HRS



SWATI MP-1I 21.12.2024
U-19 WOMEN'S ASIA CUP
In Women's Cricket, India will lock horns with Bangladesh in the final
of the Under-19 Women's T20 Asia Cup at Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia
tomorrow. The match is schedule to begin at 7 am Indian Standard Time.
India secured spot in the final by defeating Sri Lanka by four wickets
in @ Super 4 match yesterday. The Indian team chased down a target of 99
runs in just 14.5 overs. Earlier, put into bat, Sri Lanka scored 98 runs for
the loss of nine wickets in their 20 overs. In the other Super 4 match,
Bangladesh beat Nepal by nine wickets.
MAYUR/CB/TRIPTI/ 0638

PARAS : MEENU EPP 20.12.2024
RS-HANDLOOM

The Centre today said that it is providing end to end support for
development of the handloom sector and ensuring welfare of handloom
weavers and workers. In a written reply to a question, in Rajya Sabha,
Minister of State for Textiles Pabitra Margherita informed that the Ministry
of Textiles is implementing National Handloom Development Programme
and Raw Material Supply Scheme. The Minister further added that financial
assistance is being provided to eligible handloom agencies and weavers for
procurement of upgraded looms & accessories, solar lighting units,
construction of workshed, product and design development. Mr. Margherita
said that technical and common infrastructure, marketing support for
handloom products in domestic and overseas markets, concessional loans
under weavers’ MUDRA scheme and social security assistance are being
provided. The Minister added that under the Raw Material Supply Scheme,
the Ministry provides transport subsidy for transportation of yarn to the
doorstep of the beneficiaries. He also added a 15 percent price subsidy on
Cotton Hank yarn, Domestic Silk, Woollen, Linen yarn and blended yarn of
natural fibres being provided to the beneficiaries.
<><><> Parliament Team/1702 HRS






