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BUDDHIST CONFEDERATION

Ministry of Culture in collaboration with the International Buddhist
Confederation, is organizing the First Asian Buddhist Summit (ABS) on 5th
and 6th November in New Delhi. The theme of this summit is ‘Role of
Buddha Dhamma in Strengthening Asia’. President Droupadi Murmu is
expected to grace the event as the Chief Guest. The Summit will bring
together Sangha leaders, scholars, experts and practitioners from various
Buddhist traditions across Asia to foster dialogue, promote understanding
and address contemporary challenges faced by the Buddhist community.
Buddhism holds a unique position in the spiritual and cultural history of
India and pan Asia. The Summit marks a unique opportunity in bringing
together diverse voices of Buddha’s Dhamma across Asia.
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Senior BIP leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah will release
the party's manifesto - Sankalp Patra for Jharkhand Assembly elections
today. Mr Shah will also address three election rallies at Dhalbhumgarh

(aITeT3A3TE) in Ghatshila (BmefRYelr), Barkatha (S¥&hcar) in Hazaribagh, and

Simaria in Chatra (dIdT) today. He arrived in Ranchi last night on two-day

visit to Jharkhand. Mr. Shah is also scheduled to review poll preparations
with state BJP leaders.
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JAISHANKAR-AUSTRALIA SINGAPORE

External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar will be on a six day visit to
Australia and Singapore beginning today. During the visit, Dr Jaishankar
will travel to Brisbane and inaugurate India’s 4th consulate in Australia. He
will also co-chair the 15th Foreign Ministers’ Framework Dialogue with his
Australian counterpart Penny Wong in Canberra. The External Affairs
Minister will deliver the keynote address at the inaugural session of the 2nd
Raisina Down Under to be held in the Australian Parliament House. He is
also scheduled to have interactions with Australian leadership,
parliamentarians, members of the Indian diaspora, business community,
media and think tanks.

On the second leg of the visit, Dr Jaishankar will travel to Singapore
for an official visit on 8th of this month, during which he will address the
8th Roundtable of ASEAN - India Network of Think Tanks. He will also meet
the leadership of Singapore to review the close partnership between the
two countries and explore avenues to further enhance the bilateral
relationship.
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RAILWAYS SPECIAL TRAINS

Indian Railways is running special trains due to the ongoing festival



season. Around 20 festival special trains will originate from Delhi-NCR to
various parts of the country today. These include special trains to
Darbhanga, Ranchi, Patna, Katra, Muzaffarpur, Ballia, Kamakhya, and
Azamgarh.
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RAIJNATH DEFENCE EXPORT

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that India's Aatmanirbhar
drive is yielding the desired results and the country is poised to reach
50,000 crore rupees in defence exports by 2029-30. Addressing the 65th
Foundation Day celebrations at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT),
Kanpur, the Defence Minister called upon Indian youth to indigenously
develop high-end technologies, which the country imports, to realise Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision of 'Viksit Bharat'. He stressed on the need
to get a hold on high-end technology, urging the young ignited minds to
realise their potential and contribute to the country's progress. He termed
institutions like IIT Kanpur as academic engines, which can provide a
dynamism to India in the present competitive environment. Rajnath Singh
said that the government's efforts to achieve self-reliance are turning out
to be highly successful as defence exports, which were around just 600
crore rupees 10 years ago, crossed a record number of 21,000 crore
rupees in Financial Year 2023-24. Highlighting the increasing role of
technology in the defence ecosystem across the globe amidst ongoing
conflicts, the Defence Minister said that the use of drones, laser warfare,
cyber warfare, precision guided missiles and hypersonic missiles has
transformed warfare into a technology-oriented one. Rajnath Singh assured
the government's full support in this endeavour and reiterated the
commitment to take all stakeholders, including the private sector and
academia, together to make India self-reliant in defence.
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In cricket, New Zealand were 171 for 9 in their second innings at
stumps on day two of the third and final test match against India at
Wankhede stadium in Mumbai today. Conceding a lead of 28 runs, New
Zealand now have a overall lead of 143 runs. For India, Ravindra Jadeja
took 4 wickets while Ravichandran Ashwin took three. Washington Sundar
and Akash Deep took one wicket each.

Earlier, India were all out for 263 runs, with a solid contributions of
90 runs from Shubhman Gill and Rishabh Pant's 60. Gill and Rishabh Pant's
quickfire 96-run stand off 114 balls was the defining feature of the Indian
innings. Both players got to their half-centuries quickly, with Pant especially
bludgeoning his way to 50 in 36 balls. Washington Sundar stayed unbeaten
on 38 runs off 36 balls. For Visitors, Ajaz Patel took a five-wicket haul.
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