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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said today that the Central government is
committed to the development of nomadic tribes and communities. Mr. Modi
also stated that every decision and policy of the government is dedicated to
Viksit Bharat (Developed India), and farmers are a major foundation of this
vision. He was speaking at an event in Washim, Maharashtra, to launch
various initiatives related to the agricultural and animal husbandry sectors,
worth around 23,300 crore rupees. The Prime Minister also inaugurated the
Banjara Virasat Museum in Poharadevi, Washim, showcasing the rich
heritage of the Banjara community. This four-story museum features 13
galleries highlighting the Banjara legacy through portraits of its leaders and
movement. He urged people to visit the museum to learn about the
community's culture and tradition. The Prime Minister  mentioned
Maharashtra's Sant Sevalal Maharaj Banjara Tanda Samruddhi Abhiyan,
aimed at developing nomadic communities.

Mr. Modi disbursed the 18th installment of the PM-KISAN Samman Nidhi,
worth about 20,000 crore rupees, to around 9.4 crore farmers.
simultaneously, 90 lakh farmers in Maharashtra received more than 1,900
crore rupees under the state's Namo Shetkari Mahasamman Yojana. More
than 7,500 Agriculture Infrastructure Fund projects worth 1,920 crore rupees
were also dedicated, along with 9,200 Farmer Producer Organizations with a
combined turnover of 1,300 crore rupees.

Addressing the gathering, the Prime Minister said that Maharashtra has
immense potential to lead the country's economic progress, and this can
become a reality only when the campaign for the empowerment of the poor,
farmers, laborers, Dalits, and the underprivileged continues strongly.
<><><>PTI/CB/DHANANJAY WANKHEDE/NAGPUR/MAIL/1550 HRS HRS.

REV. HARYANA VOTER TURN OUT

In Haryana, voting is underway for the single-phase Assembly Elections
on 90 constituencies. A voter turnout of 61 percent was recorded up to 5 PM.
The polling, which began at 7 in the morning, will conclude at 6 in the
evening. Over two crore three lakh voters will decide the fate of 1,031
candidates. A total of 20,632 polling stations have been set up across the
State. Chief Electoral Officer of the state, Pankaj Agarwal said, adequate
security arrangements have been made at all polling stations along with
webcasting facility to ensure free, fair, and smooth voting.
CB/1747 HRS
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today hailed the new record of Khadi sales as
an encouraging achievement. In a social media post, he remarked on the
rapidly growing trend towards Swadeshi among the countrymen. Khadi India
achieved record sales, with products worth 2 crore 1 lakh 37 thousand rupees
sold in just one day at the Khadi Bhawan in New Delhi on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti.

VICE-PRES - NORTHEAST

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar today said that the Northeast
is the heart and soul of the country. Addressing a private event in New Delhi,
Mr. Dhankhar emphasized that the Northeast is not just a geographic region
but a vibrant tapestry of cultures, traditions, and natural beauty that
embodies the essence of India. The Vice-President said, the region's rich
spiritual and natural heritage and expressed his admiration for its vibrant
culture, exquisite cuisine, and the energy of its people. Mr. Dhankhar also
highlighted the recent recognition of Assamese as one of the classical
languages. He said that this designation carries a positive ripple effect,
showcasing the rich cultural heritage and diversity of the nation. Speaking
about the media, Vice-President Dhankhar urged them to be ambassadors of
the Northeast and to champion the region's potential in tourism and
development.

RAHUL GANDHI-SHIVAJI IDEOLOGY

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi today said that the Constitution of
India is a translation of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's ideology and values,
shaped by the soil and people of Maharashtra. Mr Gandhi unveiled a statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in Kolhapur, Maharashtra. Addressing the
gathering, he remarked that building statues is of little significance if we do
not uphold the values for which Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj fought
throughout his life. This very ideology, he asserted, is in opposition to those
who seek to undermine the Constitution. He criticised the Mahayuti
government in Maharashtra over the controversy surrounding the collapse of
a statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj in Malvan, urging Congress party
workers to strive towards safeguarding the great Maratha ruler's values and
the Indian Constitution. Present at the event were Maharashtra Congress
in-charge Ramesh Chennithala, Kolhapur MP Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj,



President of the Maharashtra Pradesh Congress Committee Nana Patole,
Congress Legislative Party leader Balasaheb Thorat, Leader of the Opposition
in the Maharashtra State Assembly Vijay Wadettiwar, MLC Satej Patil, and
others.
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ISRAEL STRIKES TRIPOLI

An Israeli strike targeted the northern Lebanese city of Tripoli early this
morning, marking the first time the city has been hit amid ongoing tensions.
This follows a series of bombardments in the suburbs of Beirut, as Israeli
forces attempt to conduct new ground attacks into southern Lebanon. The
situation continues to escalate amid rising hostilities in the region. Israel has
intensified its airstrikes on Lebanon, expanding operations beyond the
Israel-Lebanon border where it had engaged in limited exchanges of fire with
Hezbollah. Recent bombardments have targeted Hezbollah strongholds in
southern Beirut. Israel claims to have struck Hezbollah’s intelligence
headquarters and has reportedly eliminated significant members of the
group's leadership, including Secretary General Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah.
Lebanon's government said, more than 1.2 million people have been
displaced due to the conflict.



DRDO- VSHORADS

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has
successfully conducted three flight tests of the 4th Generation Very Short
Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) at the Pokhran Field Firing Ranges in
Rajasthan. The tests, conducted in the last two days, were carried out against
high-speed targets, demonstrating very critical parameters of maximum
range and maximum altitude interception. The Ministry of Defence, in a
statement, said that these development trials showcased the repeatability of
the hit-to-kill capability of the weapon system in various target engagement
scenarios covering approaching, receding, and crossing modes. VSHORADS
is @ Man Portable Air Defence System designed and developed indigenously
by Research Centre Imarat (RCI) in collaboration with other DRDO
laboratories and Development cum Production Partners. The three Services
have been associated with the project right from the beginning and
participated during the developmental trials. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
has congratulated DRDO, the Armed Forces, and the industry involved in the
successful development trials. He said this new missile, equipped with
modern technologies, will give a further technological boost to the Armed
Forces against aerial threats.
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