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JAMMU KASHMIR POLLS:

Voting for the first phase of Assembly elections in Jammu and Kashmir has
begun. Twenty four Constituencies spread over seven districts are going to
the polls today. Over 11 percent voter turnout was recorded till 9 AM. This
marks the first Assembly election after the abrogation of Article 370.
Elaborate security arrangements have been made for the polls. Voting began
at 7 this morning and will end at 6 in the evening. As the first phase of the
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly elections begins today, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home Minister Amit Shah have urged voters in the state
to come out in large numbers and exercise their right to vote. In a social
media post, Mr Modi urged everyone going to the polls today to vote in large
numbers and strengthen the festival of democracy. He particularly called
upon young and first-time voters, encouraging them to exercise their
franchise. Home Minister Amit Shah emphasised that only a government with
strong will can establish a terror-free Jammu and Kashmir, protect the rights
of the citizens there and speed up development work. Mr Shah called for
electing a government committed to work for education of the youth,
employment, empowerment of women and ending separatism and nepotism
in the region. The second phase of polling will be held on the 25th of this
month and voting for the third phase will be held on the 1st of October. The
counting of votes will be held on the 8th of next month.

TRIPTI:AASHISH MP-1I 18.09.2024
REV. HARYANA- ELECTION

A total of 1031 candidates are left in the fray for Assembly elections in
Haryana after last day of withdrawal of names on Monday. Haryana Chief
Electoral Officer, Pankaj Agarwal informed yesterday that 101 female
candidates are contesting the elections. He added that 462 candidates are
contesting as independents. Voting for the single phase election in the state



will be held on 5th of next month. Meanwhile, campaigning has picked up
pace in the state with leaders of different political parties holding rallies and
meetings. Senior BJP leader and Home Minister, Amit Shah addressed poll
rallies in Bhiwani and Faridabad yesterday. In Bhiwani rally he criticised the
Congress saying, that the party is against reservation for Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes and Backward Classes. Addressing, the rally in Faridabad,
Mr. Shah said, BJP works for the welfare of the society and alleged that
Congress works for the welfare of their families only. Mr. Shah said,
corruption and hooliganism had increased when Congress was in power but
BJP put an end to all this. Our correspondent reports that BJP has fielded
sitting MLA Rajesh Nagar from Tigaon Assembly Seat. Two time Minister in
Haryana Government and MLA, Mool Chand Sharma is contesting from
Ballabgarh seat.

<><>CB/RAHISUDDIN/0547

PREZ VISIT:

President Droupadi Murmu will begin a three state visit to Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Jharkhand from today. In Jaipur today, she will attend
the convocation of Malaviya National Institute of Technology (MNIT), as the
chief guest and deliver the convocation address. The President will also
inaugurate a new "Aravali Hostel" for students. The Governor of Rajasthan,
Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde and Chief Minister Bhajan Lal Sharma will also
attend the programme. Our correspondent reports that the Director of MNIT,
Prof. Narayan Prasad Padhi has informed that a total of 1361 degrees will be
awarded in the convocation. Of these, 402 degrees will be awarded to girl
students. In the afternoon, the President will leave for Madhya Pradesh on a
two day visit. During her visit, she will attend various programmes in Indore
and Ujjain. On Friday, President Murmu will grace and address the centenary
celebration of the ICAR-National Institute of Secondary Agriculture, Ranchi in
Jharkhand.

PM USA VISIT:
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will be on a visit to the United States from 21st
to the 23rd of this month. He will take part in the fourth Quad Leaders’
Summit in Wilmington, Delaware, on the 21st of September. Following the
request by the US to host this year's Summit, India has agreed to host the
next Quad Summit in 2025.

The External Affairs Ministry said, the leaders at the Summit will review



the progress achieved by the Quad over the last one year. They will set the
agenda for the year ahead to assist the countries of the Indo-Pacific region in
meeting their development goals and aspirations. Mr Modi will address the
‘Summit of the Future’ at the UN General Assembly in New York on the 23rd
of this month. The theme of the Summit is ‘Multilateral Solutions for a Better
Tomorrow".

IMD

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy to very
heavy rainfall over Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan today.
Heavy rainfall is also expected in isolated parts of Haryana, Chandigarh,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Meanwhile, in Uttar Pradesh, due to heavy rain and continuous release of
water from the dams into the rivers, more than five lakh people living in 24
districts of the state are affected by floods.

PKM DP-I 18.09.2024
I&B - EK PED MAA KE NAAM

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry has planted around seven
thousand saplings till date under the Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam campaign. The
plantations have been done by the Ministry with its Field offices both in Urban
and Rural locations across the country. The campaign was launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on World Environment Day this year.

The Information and Broadcasting Ministry had launched this
plantation drive from 2nd week of August to contribute in making the planet
better and to protect mother nature. The Ministry said, during the fortnight
campaign Swachhata Hi Seva from 17th September to 1st October 2024,
efforts are being made to expedite the plantation drive.

<><>DIPENDRA/1050
PKM MP-I 18.09.24

PURI-BAMBOO STOCK

Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Singh Puri today
said that the Northeastern part of the country has 55 million tonnes of
bamboo, which constitutes 66 per cent of the country’s total resources. In a
social media post, Mr Puri highlighted that the National Bamboo Mission



launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi boosts farm incomes, combats
climate change, and promotes bio-ethanol. He noted that India’s first
2G-Ethanol Bio Refinery in Assam, the Numaligarh Refinery, has been set up
to turn bamboo into ethanol, supporting local farmers and the economy.

<><>PALLAVI/0931

REV GFRS 2.0

Health Minister JP Nadda today underscored the importance of food safety on
the global stage. He emphasized that food safety must be given priority to
ensure the health and well-being of global populations. He said this while
unveiling the logo and brochures for the second edition Global Food
Regulators Summit (GFRS 2.0) in New Delhi. The Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India will organize the Summit from 19th to 21st of this month in
the national capital. The Minister stressed the need for continuous adaptation
in the food safety and regulatory landscape to address emerging hazards,
technological advancements, and shifting consumer demands. The highlight
of the summit will be the launch of several innovations like a dedicated
website to Food Import Rejection Alerts (FIRA) and Food Import Clearance
System 2.0 (FICS 2.0) FIRA is designed to share information of food import
rejections at Indian borders.

MANJHI-100 DAYS

The Central Government has said that around three thousand 148 crore
rupees of loan has been disbursed under Prime Minister Employment
Generation Programme (PMEGP) in the first hundred days of the third term of
the Modi government. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Union
Minister for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Jitan Ram Manjhi
said that around two lakh 10 thousand employment opportunities were
generated as more than 26 thousand Micro enterprises were established
under PMEGP. Mr Manjhi also highlighted that the MSME sector is the
backbone of the country's economy. He said that the MSME sector has
contributed more than 30 percent to the nation's GDP.

PKM EP-I 17.09.2024



