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CS: A six-member Central team, led by Joint Secretary in the Union Home
Ministry Col K P Singh to assess the extensive damage caused across the State due
to the rainfall recently is visiting the effected districts in the State. Before leaving
to the districts, the team held discussions with the Chief Secretary Shanti Kumari
and senior state government officials at the Secretariat today. The Chief Secretary
informed the team that soon after receiving the weather alert at short notice, the
State administration acted swiftly, resulting in a lower loss of human life. She
urged the central team to consider making the relief guidelines more flexible,
enabling the State government to provide broader assistance to the affected people.
The Chief Secretary sought support from the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) for training and logistical backing for the specialized teams to
be formed by the State government on lines of National Disaster Management
force. The Chief Secretary brought to the notice of team the massive tree felling
and ecological disaster affecting 332 hectares in the Eturnagaram region in Mulugu
district. The central team recommended conducting a detailed study to understand
root cause of this ecological disaster. Special Chief Secretary for Disaster
Management Arvind Kumar provided a comprehensive overview of damage and
State government’s relief measures. He reported that initial estimate of damages
stood at 5,438 crore rupees, though final assessment is still underway. Senior



