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KGS EP-1 11.08.2024
EVE PM - CROP VARIETY RELEASE

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the government is
committed to empowering farmers of the nation. In a social media post, Mr
Modi said that today he released 109 high-yielding crop varieties at India
Agricultural Research Institute in New Delhi. He further added that the
climate-friendly and high-yielding varieties of crops will boost the income of
farmers.

The 109 varieties of 61 crops include 34 field crops and 27 horticultural crops.
Among the field crops, seeds of various cereals including millets, forage crops,
oilseeds, pulses, sugarcane, cotton, fiber, and other potential crops were released. The
horticultural crops will cover different varieties of fruits, vegetables, plantation crops,

tubers, spices, flowers, and medicinal plants.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister also interacted with the farmers and
scientists. Discussing the importance of these new crop varieties, Mr Modi stressed on
the significance of value addition in agriculture. The farmers said that these new
varieties will be highly beneficial as they will help reduce their expenditure and also

have a positive impact on the environment.

The Prime Minister also discussed the importance of millets and underlined how
people are moving towards nutritious food. He also talked about the benefits of natural

farming and the increasing faith of common people towards organic farming. The



farmers appreciated the efforts undertaken by the government for promoting natural
farming. Prime Minister suggested that Krishi Vigyan Kendras should proactively inform
farmers about the benefits of the new varieties being developed every month to

enhance awareness about their benefits.

Mr Modi also lauded the scientists for the development of these new crop
varieties. The scientists informed that they have been working in line with the

suggestion given by Prime Minister to bring unutilised crops into the mainstream.

Later addressing media, Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Shivraj Singh Chouhan said that today is a historic day for farmers as the 109 varieties
of 61 crops which have been released will help increase farmers' income, enhance
production and reduce costs. Mr Chouhan said that the seeds of these crops are
climate friendly and can yield good crop even in adverse weather. He also informed

that these varieties are rich in nutrition.
( Byte- Shivraj Singh Chouhan )

Our correspondent also spoke to some of the farmers who attended the

programme. They expressed condfidence that such crops will help increase their

income.
( Byte- Farmers)
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1709
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JAISHANKAR - MALDIVES

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that the cooperation between
Indian and Maldives has moved beyond the traditional role as Maldives is a key partner
in the Indian Ocean region. Inaugurating the Addu Reclamation Project and Addu

Shore Protection Project in Maldives, Dr Jaishankar said, our development cooperation



is aimed at touching all facets of people's lives in Maldives and to find ways of bringing
tangible benefits to them. He said, India has partnered with the Government of
Maldives on the Addu Reclamation and Shore Protection Project to find a sustainable
way to develop Addu as a regional hub. Dr Jaishankar said, this ambitious program of
80 million US dollar involves reclamation for tourism development purposes as well as
for the overall economic development of Addu. The Minister said, this will translate in
overall growth for the region, bringing in better opportunities for employment,
entrepreneurship and trade. Dr Jaishankar added that in the last few years, India has
invested around 220 million US dollar in Addu, which will provide a fair idea of the
importance that India attaches to regional development in Maldives.
<><>DIPENDRA/ANAND/1435
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11.08.2024
WCD-MEET

Women and Child Development Minister Annpurna Devi has emphasised the
importance of collaborative efforts between Centre and States to ensure the well-being
of women and children across the country. The Minister said this while chairing her
first national-level meeting with the Ministers of Women and Child Development, Social
welfare in the States and Administrators and Lieutenant Governors in the Union
Territories via video conferencing yesterday.

The Minister stressed that such collaboration is essential to realising the vision of
a developed India. She also highlighted the Ministry's flagship programmes under
Mission Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0, Mission Vatsalya and Mission Shakti.

21 out of 28 State Ministers participated in the meeting which focused on



reviewing the progress of on-going programmes and future strategies for various key
initiatives under the Ministry of Women and Child Development.
<><>PALLAVI/1649 HRS
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IMD - FORECAST

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast heavy rainfall over
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, East Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh,
Assam, Meghalaya and Bihar during next seven days. It has also predicted light to
moderate rainfall over West and Central India. The weather office has also forecast
heavy rainfall over Kerala, Tamil Nadu, North Interior Karnataka during next five days.

Meanwhile, the National Capital Delhi also received light to moderate rainfall,
making the weather pleasant. Delhihites have also received respite from humid
weather.

<><>DIPENDRA/1610

SANJIO DP-II 11.08.2024
FUR REV DAY BANGLADESH - PROTEST

Bangladesh's Interim Government Head Muhammad Yunus condemned the
attacks on the minority communities in the violence-hit nation, calling them as
heinous. As per the media reports, Mr Yunus, a Nobel laureate, also urged the
students, who are at the forefront of the protests, to protect all Hindu, Christian, and

Buddhist families from harm.

Farhan Haqg, deputy spokesperson of UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres,
also condemned the attacks on minorities in Bangladesh and emphasised the

organisation’s commitment to opposing violence based on race, religion, or any other



discriminatory grounds. Haq also reaffirmed the UN's readiness to assist in the

rehabilitation of Hindus and other minorities impacted by the violence.

Yesterday, thousands of minority Hindu community members staged massive
protest rallies in Bangladesh's capital Dhaka and the north-eastern port city of
Chattagram for the second consecutive day. Their rally blocked traffic for over three
hours at Shahbagh in the central part of Dhaka. Their demand included special
tribunals to expedite trials of those who persecute the minorities, allocation of 10 per
cent parliamentary seats for the minorities, and enactment of a minority protection
law, among others. Thousands of Muslim protestors, including students, also joined

them in Dhaka expressing solidarity for the cause of minorities.

A large group of demonstrators gathered in front of the White House in
Washington yesterday to protest the recent violence targeting minority Hindus and
other groups in Bangladesh. The protesters, hailing from various parts of the country,
including Washington, Maryland, Virginia, and New York, carried both American and
Bangladeshi flags. Meanwhile, Indian American lawmakers, In a letter to US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken, have called for Congressional hearings on attacks on Hindus

and other minority groups in Bangladesh.

<><><> JIGYASA/NET/1255 HRS
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EVE OLYMPIC MEDAL TALLY(1800HRS)
After nearly three weeks of thrilling sports action, the Paris 2024 Olympics will
conclude with a grand Closing Ceremony, late night today. The ceremony is scheduled
to begin at 12:30 AM

Last day at the quadrennial extravaganza , Netherlands' Sifan Hassan won gold in
the women's marathon in a sprint finish to claim her third medal The 31-year-old
accelerated in the final 200 metres to cross the line in an Olympic record two hours 22
minutes 55 seconds, three seconds ahead of Ethiopian Tigst Assefa who won silver
medal . Hassan's victory came only two days after she won bronze in the 10,000m and
six days after 5,000m bronze. Kenya's Hellen Obiri finished third. Where as Ethiopia’s
Tamirat Tola claimed men’s marathon gold.

U.S. women'’s soccer team won its first gold medal since 2012 and the U.S. men’s
basketball team clinched a fifth straight Summer Games title.
As of now, China sits at the top of the Paris Olympics medal tally with 40
golds, 27 silver and 24 bronze with overal 91 medals. The USA with 38 gold,
44 silver, 43 bronze medals overall 125 medals, are second in the tally.
Japan is at third position with a total of 45 medals, including 20gold,
12silver and 13 bronze.

In this Olympics, India stands at the 71st position with a silver and five bronze
medals. Manu Bhaker made history at the Paris 2024 Olympics by winning India's first
medal, a bronze, becoming the first Indian woman to secure an Olympic shooting
medal. She further etched her name in the record books by becoming the first Indian
to win two medals in a single Olympics, clinching another bronze in the mixed team
10m air pistol event alongside Sarabjot Singh. Swapnil Kusale added a third medal in
shooting. In hockey, the Indian men's team replicated their success from the Tokyo
2020 by securing a bronze. While India's most successful individual Olympian Neeraj
Chopra added another feather in the cap with a silver in Men's javelin throw. Finally,
India's rising star, Aman Sehrawat became India's youngest Olympic medallist after
winning bronze in wrestling in the Men's Freestyle 57 kg category.

India failed to match the tally from the last edition in Tokyo. It won six medals in this
edition, in comparison to seven in Tokyo three years ago,
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