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GAURAYV: HC EPP 26.07.2024
EVE LS-BUDGET DISCUSSION

The Lok Sabha today resumed discussion on the Union Budget for
2024-25 and Budget of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir for 2024-25.
Participating in the discussion, Jugal Kishore of BJP said, this Budget is
important from the economic and social perspective and this will prove
beneficial for the people. He said emphasis has been made on
infrastructure, agriculture, skilling, employment, energy among others in
the Budget. He said, lakhs of youths will be given skill training in the
coming years. Talking about the Budget of Jammu and Kashmir, he said,
this is for the betterment and development of the Union Territory. He said,
focus has been laid on agriculture, tourism, rural development, health,
education, sports, and skill training and funds have been allocated for
these sectors. He said, Jammu and Kashmir is witnessing unprecedented
growth after the abrogation of article 370. Intervening in the discussion,
Panchayati Raj Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh said, the government is
continuously working to make the country self-reliant during the third term
of Narendra Modi government. He rejected the opposition's claim that this
budget is Bihar and Andhra Pradesh centric, saying that the Prime Minister
is working to take the country forward. Mr Jai Prakash of Congress alleged
that the Central government is not giving weightage to the pending
projects of Haryana. Raising the issue of Minimum Support Prices to
farmers, he said, the government has constituted a committee to look into
this matter but several farmers organisations were not taken on board.



Pointing towards the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana, he said, the
disbursement amount of six thousand rupees per year remains the same
despite rising inflation. BJP’s Kangana Ranaut thanked Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for providing assistance to Himachal Pradesh in the
Budget. She said, Himachal Pradesh has progressed by leaps and bounds
in the past ten years. She said the Union Budget has kept the welfare of
every section of society in mind. Aam Aadmi Party’s Gurmeet Singh Meet
Hayer alleged that the Budget will not benefit youth, women, farmers and
poor. He criticised the government for reducing the budget for IIMs and
IITs and not increasing allocation for MGNREGA. Harsimrat Kaur Badal of
Shiromani Akali Dal alleged that the Budget has failed to address the
concerns of farmers who are reeling under inflation. She said, assistance
has been given to Himachal Pradesh for floods but Punjab should also have
been provided similar assistance in the Budget. The discussion remained
inconclusive. The Lok Sabha has since taken up Private Members Business.

<><>Parliament Team/1714 hrs
GAURAYV EP-I 26.07.2024

PM - GOVERNING COUNCIL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will chair the 9th Governing Council
Meeting of NITI Aayog tomorrow at the Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural
Centre, New Delhi. The theme of this year's meeting is "Viksit
Bharat@2047," with a central focus on making India a developed nation.
The meeting will discuss the approach paper for the Vision Document on
Viksit Bharat. NITI Aayog said the Governing Council meeting aims to
foster participative governance and collaboration between the Centre and
State Governments, enhancing the quality of life for both rural and urban
populations. The meeting will also involve detailed deliberations on the role
of states in achieving the goal of Viksit Bharat. NITI Aayog noted that India
is on track to become the world's third-largest economy, with Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) crossing five trillion US dollars and aspirations to
reach a 30 trillion US dollar economy by 2047. The Prime Minister is the
Chairperson of NITI Aayog. Other attendees will include Chief Ministers and
Lieutenant Governors of States and Union Territories, Union Ministers as
Ex-officio Members and Special Invitees, and the Vice Chairman and
Members of NITI Aayog.



<><>DIPENDRA/1629

GAURAV EP-I 26.07.2024
INDIA - US AGREEMENT

India and the United States today signed a Cultural Property
Agreement to repatriate stolen Indian artifacts from the USA. Under the
agreement, both countries will work together to also prevent and prohibit
illicit trade, import, export and trafficking of archaeological and ethnological
materials. This is India's first-ever Cultural Property Agreement with the
US. Addressing a press confernce in New Delhi, Culture and Tourism
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat termed the signing as historic and said
that it will strengthen the partnership between the two nation, fostering
inter-cultural growth. The Minister mentioned that the agreement comes at
the back of an year-long dialogue and discussion with USA since last year's
G-20 Summit in India. He highlighted that the repatriation of illegally
acquired artifacts gives communities the right to reclaim and safeguard
their heritage, reaffirming their autonomy.

[ SB - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0DcLTJ6E_z8 ]

Meanwhile, the US's Ambassador to India, Eric Garcetti said that this
is an important step to give India its due share with becoming the US's
30th bilateral Cultural Property Agreement parnter. Mr Garcetti also re-
iterated the US's commitment to strengthen its partnership with India,
especially through cultural diplomacy.

<><>ADARSH/1720 HRS

REV. OLYMPICS INDIA
The Paris Olympics 2024 will kick off officially with the Opening Ceremony
scheduled to be held along the River Seine this evening. This year, the
Paris Olympic Games will feature a celebration of the centenary of the 1924
Olympics. Earlier, India started its Paris Olympics campaign on a bright
note yesterday, with the men's team clinching third spot and the women's
team securing a fourth place in the ranking round to seal a spot in the
quarterfinal stage. In the quarterfinals, the Indian women's team will face
the winner of the last-16 stage match between hosts France and the
Netherlands. On the other hand, the Indian men's team will face either
Colombia or Turkey in the quarterfinals. In the mixed team event, India will
be up against Indonesia in the Round of 16 matches. These events will be
held from the 28th of this month to the 4th of August. Moreover, India will
start its quest for medals tomorrow with the 10m air rifle mixed team and
10m air pistol men’s and women’s events in shooting. If we go through the



history of Olympics Paris, the city of love regarded as lucky venue for
Indian contingent in the history of Olympics. In fact Indian contingent for
the first time opened the medal account in the Capital of France, A
sportsperson from India Norman Prichard scored silver medals in 200meter
hurdles and 200mt sprints in 1900 Olympic Games at the same venue. In
1924 tennis player Nora Polley born in Western Utterpradesh town of
Badaun became the first woman from India to participate in the biggest
event of track and field in Paris.

><>>CB/PKG /1252HRS

US CONGRESS BILL

US senator Marco Rubio introduced a bill in American Congress today
that aims to strengthen the US-India partnership and counter the growing
influence of China in the Indo-Pacific region. This is for the first time such
an India-centric bill has been introduced in the US Congress. The bill
proposes to treat India on par with its allies like as Japan, Israel, Korea and
NATO. Among other things, the bill would set a Statement of Policy that
the US will support India in its response to growing threats to its territorial
integrity, provide necessary security assistance to India, and cooperate
with India with respect to defense, civil space, technology, medicine and
economic investments.

<><>PAYAL/NET/1210
GAURAV: KAVITA EPP 26.07.2024
RS- MEDICAL TOURISM

The number of foreign tourists coming to the country for medical
purposes is increasing every year. While in 2020, the number of foreign
tourists coming for medical purposes was 183, it increased to 635 in 2023.
In a written reply in the Rajya Sabha, Minister of Tourism Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said that the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has
launched India’s official portal for Medical Value Travel (MVT) for those
who want to avail themselves of medical treatment in India. This portal
helps streamline information and the patient journey of international
medical travelers to India.
<><>PARLIAMENT TEAM/1551 HRS

PKM DP-I 26.07.2024
JAISHANKAR - ASEAN



External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said that the political,
economic and security cooperation with ASEAN is of the utmost priority.
Addressing the opening session of the ASEAN-India Foreign Ministers
Meeting in Vientiane today, Dr Jaishankar said, ASEAN is the cornerstone
of India's Act East policy and vision for Indo Pacific. Dr  Jaishankar said,
Digital, defence, maritime, connectivity, security, health and -cultural
heritage preservation continue to be priority areas for India-ASEAN
cooperation. During the meeting, Dr Jaishankar also spoke about the
situation in Myanmar, keeping the Sea Lines of Communication open and
free, Quad’s outlook on ASEAN and the conflict in Gaza.
<><>DIPENDRA/1255HRS
PKM DP-II 26/07/24
REV. OLYMPICS INDIA
The Paris Olympics 2024 will kick off officially with the Opening Ceremony
scheduled to be held along the River Seine this evening. This year, the
Paris Olympic Games will feature a celebration of the centenary of the 1924
Olympics. Earlier, India started its Paris Olympics campaign on a bright
note yesterday, with the men's team clinching third spot and the women's
team securing a fourth place in the ranking round to seal a spot in the
quarterfinal stage. In the quarterfinals, the Indian women's team will face
the winner of the last-16 stage match between hosts France and the
Netherlands. On the other hand, the Indian men's team will face either
Colombia or Turkey in the quarterfinals. In the mixed team event, India will
be up against Indonesia in the Round of 16 match. These events will be
held from the 28th of this month to the 4th of August. Moreover, India will
start its quest for medals tomorrow with the 10m air rifle mixed team and
10m air pistol men’s and women’s events in shooting. If we go through the
history of Olympics Paris, the city of love regarded as lucky venue for
Indian contingent in the history of Olympics. In fact Indian contingent for
the first time opened the medal account in the Capital of France, A
sportsperson from India Norman Prichard scored silver medals in 200meter
hurdles and 200mt sprints in 1900 Olympic Games at the same venue. In
1924 tennis player Nora Polley born in Western Utterppradesh town of
Badaun became the first woman from India to participate in the biggest
event of track and field in Paris. <><>>CB/PKG /1252HRS

KM : PAWAN DP-I 26.07.2024



NEW PM-KARGIL VIJAY DIWAS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today paid tribute to the heroes of the
Kargil War on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of Kargil Vijay Diwas in
Drass today. Addressing the gathering, Prime Minister Modi said that this
great land of Ladakh is witnessing the 25th anniversary of Kargil Vijay
Diwas. He said Kargil Vijay Diwas tells us that the sacrifices made for the
nation are immortal. Critizising Pakistan over the recent terror attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir, PM Modi said Pakistan had failed in all its nefarious
attempts in the past but was trying to keep itself relevant with the help of
terrorism and proxy war. PM Modi said he wants to tell the patrons of
terrorism that their nefarious intentions will never succeed. He added that
Indian soldiers will crush terrorism with full force and the enemy will be
given a befitting reply. Lauding the reforms in the defence sector, Prime
Minister said India’s defence production has crossed 1.5 lakh crore. He
added that India is making its mark as an arms exporter as well, contrary
to its past image of a country that was counted as an arms-importing one.
Prime Minister also criticized the opposition for spreading misinformation
regarding Agnipath Scheme and said it is one of the crucial reform and will
increase the strength of the country. The Prime Minister pointed out that
those misleading the youth of the nation today had no regard for the
armed forces in the past. Recalling the days of Kargil war, the Prime
Minister said he salute the brave sons of the country who made the
supreme sacrifice to protect the motherland.
<><><>Anayat Ali/ Muzafar Wani/ GNR/Ladakh/1328 HRS
GAURAYV: HC EP-II 26.07.2024
INDIA SRILANKA CRICKET

Not only in terms of Economy, Sri Lanka has faced turbulent times in
Cricket as well. Having had dismal performances in ODI and T20 world
cups and without any stability in terms of a captain, Sri Lankan fans will be
hoping for a turnaround when they take on world champions India in a
white ball bilateral tour starting tomorrow. India is set to play Sri Lanka in
three T20 Internationals at Pallekele on Saturday, Sunday and Tuesday
after which the teams would travel to Colombo for three Onedayers. With
both teams having new head coaches, Gautam Gambhir for India and
Sanath Jayasuriya for Sri Lanka, as well as new Captains - Suryakumar
Yadav and Charith Asalanka it can be anticipated that both teams may use
new strategies. Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s woes with the bat will be concern
for the hosts as consistency has been missing in the top order. At the same



time, Sri Lanka's Coach Jayasuriya has said that Sri Lanka should take
maximum advantage of the absence of three India stars - Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli and Ravindra Jadeja.
<><>Dr. Ahmed Muyeen

GAURAV: HC EP-1I 26.07.2024
WOMEN'S ASIA CUP

India storm into the finals of Women’'s Asia Cup by beating
Bangladesh by ten wickets in the first semi final at Dambulla in Sri Lanka.
Defending Champions India maintained their dominance as they chased
down the target of 81 runs with 54 balls to spare. Earlier, having won the
toss, Bangladesh chose to bat first. Indian bowlers led by Renuka Singh
and Radha Yadav ensured that the batters could not settle as they took
wickets at regular intervals to restrict Bangladesh to 80 for 8 wickets in
their allotted 20 overs. In reply, Indian openers Smriti Mandhana and
Shafali Verma did not break a sweat as they comfortably reached 83 runs
for no loss in 11 overs. Mandhana scored a brisk 55 off 39 balls while
Shafali Verma scored 26 off 28 balls. In the second Semi Final, Pakistan
take on hosts Sri Lanka later today. Winner of the clash will face defending
Champions India on Sunday.
<><>Dr. Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo/ MAIL/ 1642 HRS



