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SANJIO EP-I 14.06.2024
REV PM BILATERALS

Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a series of bilateral meetings on
the sidelines of the G7 Summit at Apulia in Italy today. Mr Modi met French
President Emmanuel Macron this afternoon. The two leaders discussed
ways to further strengthen partnership including in areas of defence,
nuclear, space, education, climate action, digital public infrastructure,
critical technologies, connectivity and culture. They also exchanged views
on key global and regional issues. They agreed to further intensify strategic



defence cooperation with increased focus on ‘Make in India’. Both leaders
also agreed to expand cooperation in the realms of AI, critical and
emerging technologies, energy and sports, while working closely in context
of the forthcoming AI Summit and United Nations Oceans Conference to be
hosted in France next year.

The two leaders also exchanged views on key global and
regional issues. They emphasized that a strong and trusted Strategic
Partnership between India and France is crucial for a stable and prosperous
global order and agreed to work closely to make it scale greater heights.
Prime Minister extended his best wishes to President Macron for the
forthcoming Paris Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Prime Minister Modi also met his UK counterpart Rishi
Sunak on the sidelines of the G7 Summit. He is slated to hold bilateral
meetings and discussions with the leaders of the G7, as also the Outreach
Countries and the international organizations. In a social media post, Mr
Modi reiterated his commitment to further strengthen the India-UK
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in the third term of the NDA
Government. He said there is great scope to deepen ties in sectors like
semiconductors, technology and trade. Both leaders also talked about
further cementing ties in the defence sector.

Mr Modi held a meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on the sidelines of the Summit. The leaders reviewed bilateral
relationship and exchanged views on situation in Ukraine. Prime Minister
Modi conveyed that India continues to encourage peaceful resolution of the
conflict through dialogue and diplomacy.

<><>Suparna/1645 hrs
ANKIT DP-1 14.06.2024
SC-NEET

The Supreme Court today sought responses from the Centre and the
National Testing Agency (NTA) on a plea seeking a CBI probe into
allegations of question paper leak and other irregularities in the NEET-UG
examination. A vacation bench of justices Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta, which was hearing a PIL, also sought responses from the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) and the Bihar government within two weeks.
It said, the PIL will also be taken up with other pending ones on July 8.
The Apex Court also issued notices to private parties on a plea of the



National Testing Agency seeking transfer of cases pending in various high
courts on the NEET-UG row to the top court to avoid multiplicity of

litigation.
<><><>NET/GK/1301 HRS
ANKIT: SAPNA DP-1 14.06.2024

PRADHAN- NEET

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said that the Central
government is committed to protect the interests of NEET examinees. He
assured the students that all their concerns will be addressed with fairness
and equity and no student will be at a disadvantage. In a social media post
today, Mr. Pradhan said, facts related to NEET examination are in
cognisance of Supreme Court. He said, Central government will take all
necessary actions for the well-being of students as per the directions of the
Supreme Court. He said, counselling process of NEET will be underway
soon and it is of utmost importance to move ahead in this direction without
any confusion. Mr. Pradhan comments came in the wake of students
demanding probe into the NEET examination row.
<><>Bhupendra/1402

SANJIO EP-I 14.06.2024
KHARGE-NEET

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge today came down heavily
on the government on the NEET issue. Alleging a scam in the NEET
examination, he said that the government has misused the National
Testing Agency and has massively rigged the marks and ranks. In a tweet,
Mr. Kharge raised questions over the government’s action saying that the
government has crushed the aspirations of 24 lakh youth.

<><>Bhupendra/1659
SANJIO P-1 14.06.24
INDIA IORA

The two day India-IORA Cruise Tourism Conference concluded in
New Delhi today. Officials and experts from the Indian Ocean Rim



Association, IORA Member States including Bangladesh, Kenya,
Madagascar, Maldives, Mozambique, Sri Lanka, South Africa, Seychelles
and Tanzania participated in the Conference. External Affairs Ministry said
that the Conference provided a platform for stakeholders to share best
practices and policy initiatives towards developing and strengthening the
cruise tourism sector in IORA Member States. Discussions covered
infrastructure development, regulatory issues, sustainable tourism,
employment generation, inclusion of women and business opportunities
among others.

<><>Suparna/1503 hrs



SANJIO EP-I 14.06.2024
SPECIAL CELL - DRUG BUST

In the national capital Delhi, Special Cell has busted an international
narcotic drug cartel and seized illegal drugs worth 20 crore rupees. It has
also arrested two key members of the cartel. In a statement, Special Cell
said that arrested key members are from Nigeria and Ivory Coast. Both
traffickers were based in Delhi-NCR and supplied drugs to different parts of
the country. The Special Cell said it has confiscated almost 6 kilograms of
Methamphetamine from the arrest. Upon integration it was discovered that
they have been involved in trafficking drugs for more than two years. It
was also revealed that they have been illegally staying in India without
valid travel documents. The Special Cell said that both the arrested have
also been booked for violation of Foreigners Act in cognizance of their
illegal stay. Efforts to identify and arrest the remaining members of the
drug cartel are going on.

<><>ADARSH/1708

SANJIO EP-1 14.06.2024
EPFO

Labour Secretary Sumita Dawra has chaired a review meeting on
reforms in the Employees Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). Ministry of
Labour and Employment said in a release that the review meeting
highlighted the need of the expansion of social security and new initiatives
for ease of living and ease of business. The Ministry informed that auto
settlement of advances upto 01 Lakh for illness, education, marriage and
housing has been implemented by EPFO for speedy disposal of claims. It
added that about 25 Lakhs advance claims have been settled on auto
mode along with more than 50 percent of the illness claims settled till now.
The Ministry highlighted that this has increased claims settlement speed
and large number of them are now being settled within 03 days. It added
that the operational reforms in Litigation Management and Audit were also
discussed during the meeting. The Ministry said that the Secretary has
advised the EPFO to continue the proactive steps for systemic reforms.

<><>ADARSH/1648



SANJIO EP-I 14.06.2024
COAL BLOCK

The government is set to launch the 10th round of the commercial
coal block auction. In this round, 62 blocks are expected to be offered. The
Union Minister of Coal and Mines G Kishan Reddy will launch the
commercial coal block auctions during the next week.The Coal Ministry
said, commercial coal block auction was launched by the Prime Minister in
2020. Since then, the Ministry has successfully auctioned 107 coal blocks
during the last nine rounds. So far, 11 commercial coal blocks have been
operationalized.

<><><> Bhupendra/1723

SANJIO EP-I 14.06.2024
SHAH-J&K

Union Home Minister Amit Shah today reviewed Jammu and Kashmir
security situation in a meeting with senior officers of Ministry of Home
Affairs in New Delhi. Mr. Shah directed to convene a meeting on 16th of
this month in North Block to review security situation in Jammu and
Kashmir and preparation of Amarnath Yatra. Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir, National Security Advisor, Union Home Secretary,
senior officers from Army, Police, Jammu and Kashmir administration and
Ministry of Home Affairs will attend the meeting.

<><>Bhupendra/1811



