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PKM SSP-1 19.05.2024
PM-INTERVIEW

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that his government's biggest
focus has been on governance. In an interview with a TV channel, Mr. Modi
said that the government has modernized railways and created
infrastructure. He also emphasised on the mantra of ‘Pro people, good
governance. The Prime Minister said India is on a take-off stage in
Industrial revolution. He also stressed that decentralised industrialisation
network is important to make agriculture viable. Mr. Modi said, when
scope, scale, speed and skill meet, the country can achieve a lot. On a
query on Centre-State relations, Mr. Modi said he believes in competitive
and cooperative federalism. He said that India will lead the world in
Artificial Intelligence. The Prime Minister said that Digital Public
Infrastructure in the country is evolutionary and citizen-centric. Mr. Modi
said there is great trust of people in this government. He claimed that for
this reason BJP will get a historic mandate and will set a record of 400
seats.
<><>ANUPAM/ARPITA/2041
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EVE POLLING - FIFTH PHASE (With Voice Cast)

Voting will be held for the fifth phase of Lok Sabha elections
tomorrow in 49 Lok Sabha constituencies spread over six States and two
Union Territories. 14 seats of Uttar Pradesh, 13 seats of Maharashtra,
seven seats of West Bengal, five seats each of Odisha and Bihar, three
seats of Jharkhand and one seat each in Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh
will go to polls in this phase. Voting will begin at 7 AM and end at 6 PM.
The prominent candidates whose fate will be decided in this phase include
BJP leaders and Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Piyush Goyal, Smriti Irani,
Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and KL Sharma, Omar Abdullah of National
Conference, and Chirag Paswan of LJP (Ram Vilas). Over 9 lakh 47
thousand polling officials will be deployed across 94 thousand 732 polling
stations. 35 Assembly Constituencies of the Odisha Legislative Assembly
will also go to polls tomorrow. The 8.95 crore voters eligible to vote in this
phase include 4.69 crore male voters, 4.26 crore female voters and 5409
Third gender electors. Our correspondent has filed this report

(VOICE CAST- ENG SUPARNA/HIN ANUPAM)

Election Commission has made all arrangements at the polling
stations. Basic facilities from ample shade, drinking water, ramps, toilets,
wheelchairs to electricity are in place to ensure that every voter, including
elderly and persons with disabilities, can cast vote with ease. Chief
Electoral Officers, District Election Officers and State machineries have
been advised to take adequate measures to manage hot weather
conditions in areas where it is forecast. A total of 216 international border
check posts and 565 inter-state border check posts are keeping strict vigil
on any illicit flow of liquor, drugs, cash and freebies. So far in the first four
phases, polling has concluded smoothly in 379 Parliamentary
Constituencies of 23 States and Union Territories. These elections have
registered a total voter turnout of about 66.95 per cent. Suparna Saikia,
Akashvani News, Delhi.

<><>PALLAVI/SUPARNA/1640 HRS

PKM::MEENU SSP-1 19.05.2024

PM -ODISHA CAMPAIGN TRAIL

In Odisha, campaigning is in full swing for the sixth and final phases of
general elections and state assembly elections which are scheduled on 25th



of this month and 1st of June. Top leaders of all major political parties, the
BID, BJP and Congress are on the campaign trail seeking votes for their
party nominees. Senior BJP leader and Union Minister, Rajnath Singh
today campaigned in Rairakhol under Bargarh parliamentary constituency
for BJP candidates for both Lok Sabha and assembly seats and requested
voters to vote for them. Odisha Chief Minister and BID chief Naveen
Patnaik addressed election meetings in Keonjhar and Bhadrak
parliamentary constituencies and highlighted the works done by his
government in the last 24 years. He is also scheduled to hold a mega
roadshow tomorrow at Bhubaneswar.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi
arrived at Bhubaneswar this evening on a two-day visit to Odisha. The
Prime Minister convened a high-level meeting with state BIP leaders at the
party headquarter at Bhubaneswar immediately after his arrival to discuss
poll strategies and preparedness. He is slated to visit the revered Sri
Jagannath Temple at Puri and participate in a roadshow tomorrow
morning, after which he will also address election rallies in
Angul and Cuttack.
<><>Prakash Dash/Bhubaneswar /MAIL/2028HRS.

JEETENDRA::KR TSP-1 19.05.2024
DELHI- LS CAMPAIGN (FOR MORNING 20.05.2024)

With just four days left for campaigning for Lok Sabha polls in
National Capital Delhi, all political parties are trying their best to woo the
voters. The campaigning in the city is reaching its peak. Today, Senior BJP
leader and Union Home Minister Amit Shah will address a public meeting at
Sangam Vihar in South Delhi Lok sabha constituency. BJP National
president J P Nadda will hold a roadshow in Malviya Nagar area of New
Delhi Parliamentary constituency. Party leader and Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will address a public meeting in Mayur Vihar in
East Delhi constituency today. Congress Candidate from North East Delhi
constituency Kanhaiya Kumar will address public meetings in Johripur,
Gokulpuri and Subhash Mohalla today. Party candidate from North West
Delhi Udit Raj will hold hold roadshows in Nangloi and Tikri Kalan. AAP
candidate from West Delhi Mahabal Mishra will interact with people in
Shankar Garden and Bharat Vihar Colony today. All seven seats of Delhi
will go to polls on 25th of this month.
<><><>ANUPAM MISHRA//MAIL/0443 HRS.



JEETENDRA TSP-II 19.05.2024
1st INDIAN SPACE TOURIST

Gopi Thotakura, an entrepreneur and a pilot, today became the first
Indian to venture into space as a tourist aboard Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos's Blue Origin’s NS-25 mission. Thotakura was selected as one of the
six crew members for the NS-25 mission, making him the first Indian space
tourist and the second Indian to venture into space after the Indian Army's
Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma in 1984. Blue Origin's seventh human
flight, NS-25, lifted off from Launch Site One in West Texas today morning,
the company announced on social media. This mission was the seventh
human flight for the New Shepard programme and the 25th in its history.
To date, the programme has flown 31 humans above the Karman ling, the
proposed conventional boundary between Earth's atmosphere and outer
space. New Shepard is a fully reusable sub-orbital launch vehicle developed
for space tourism by Blue Origin. Andhra Pradesh-born Thotakura is a
graduate of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University. Other crew members of
the flight include Mason Angel, Sylvain Chiron, Kenneth L. Hess, Carol
Schaller, and former Air Force Captain Ed Dwight, who was selected by
President John F Kennedy in 1961 as the nation's first Black astronaut
candidate but was never granted the opportunity to fly to space. The
rocket booster landed safely a couple minutes prior to the capsule.
During the flight, each astronaut carried a postcard to space on behalf of
Blue Origin’s foundation, Club for the Future. This programme gives
students access to space on Blue Origin’s rockets, including an all-digital
method to create and send postcards. The Club’s mission is to inspire and
mobilise future generations to pursue careers in STEAM (science,
technology, engineering, arts and mathematics) for the benefit of Earth.
NET/0515HRS
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NT. IRAN HELICOPTER CRASH

Iranian Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, today urged the people to
pray for the return of Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and others on board
the helicopter, which made a hard landing and has not yet been located.
He also asserted that Iran doesn't need to be worried and said that the
country's administration will not be disrupted at all. President Ebrahim Raisi
was travelling back to Iran following a visit to Azerbaijan when his
helicopter came down in bad weather conditions this afternoon. On board



the chopper were Iran's Foreign Minister Hossein Amirabdollahian,
Hojjatoleslam Al Hashem, the head of the Friday prayer in Tabriz, Malek
Rahmati, the governor of the province of East Azarbaijan and several
others. Earlier, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed concern on the
reports regarding Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi's helicopter flight today.
In a social media post, Mr Modi said, India stand in solidarity with the
Iranian people in this hour of distress and pray for well being of the
President and his entourage. Sri Lankan Foreign Minister Ali Sabry has also
expressed his concern over the accident and said that they are praying for
the safety and well-being of President Raisi. Meanwhile, Azerbaijan
President Ilham Aliyev has said that he is "distressed" by the news and
praying for Iranian President and other leaders who were on board the
chopper. President Raisi was returning from a ceremony to inaugurate a
dam on the Aras River with Azerbaijan's President, Ilham Aliyev, when the
incident took place. Rescue teams have reached the city of Jolfa in the
northwestern Iranian province of East Azarbaijan and were trying to locate
Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi's helicopter, which made a hard landing.
NET/0128HRS

JEETENDRA TSP-11 19.05.2024
TENNIS-FRENCH OPEN 2024

French Open 2024 tennis tournament gets underway at the Stade
Roland Garros in Paris, France tomorrow. The main draw matches at the
second grand slam of the year begin on Sunday, May 26. Sumit Nagal
secured his place in the main draw of the men's singles. He is the first
Indian male player to qualify for the French Open main draw since
Prajnesh Gunneswaran in 2019. The 26-year-old Nagal recently stunned
world No. 38 Matteo Arnaldi at the Monte Carlo Masters where he became
the first Indian tennis player to qualify for the main draw of the ATP
Masters 1000 tournament in 42 years. The centre of attention in the men's
singles will be the 'King of Clay' Rafael Nadal of Spain and Serbia's world
No.1 Novak Djokovic. World No.3 Carlos Alcaraz of Spain is also expected
to be a strong contender. Former US champion Daniil Medvedev and
former Australian Open winner Jannik Sinner are also in the mix along with
two-time French Open runners-up and world No. 6 Casper Ruud. In the
men's doubles, veteran Rohan Bopanna , ranked fourth in the world, and
his world No. 3 Matthew Ebden of Australia will be among the title
favourites. Yuki Bhambri will partner Albano Olivetti of France while Sumit



Nagal will also compete in the men's doubles along with Sebastian Ofner of
Austria. Anirudh ChandrasekarArjun Kadhe and Rithvik Choudary Bollipalli-
Niki Kaliyanda Poonacha are the two all-Indian pairs in this category.
Action in the women's singles is expected to be led by world No. 1 and
three-time French Open champion Iga Swiatek of Poland.

NET/0105HRS
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FURTHER REV. NT.IPL

In IPL Cricket, the match between Rajasthan Royals and Kolkata
Knight Riders was abandoned due to rain at Barsapara Cricket Stadium in
Guwahati tonight. KKR captain Shreyas Iyer won the toss and opted to
bowl first after the toss took place with a delay of around 3 hours and 30
minutes, thus forcing the match to be reduced to 7-overs-a-side. The rain
returned soon after that and forced the match to be called off. The no-
result meant that RR finished at the third spot in the points table, setting
up an Eliminator clash with Royal Challengers Bengaluru in IPL 2024
playoffs. On the other hand, SunRisers Hyderabad will face Kolkata
Knight Riders in Qualifier 1 on Tuesday, May 21 at Narendra Modi
Stadium, Ahmedabad. The match will start at 0730pm.

Earlier, in other match, Sunrisers Hyderabad beat Punjab Kings by
four wickets at Rajiv Gandhi International Stadium in Hyderabad this
evening. Chasing 215 runs for a win, Hyderabad achieved the target with
five balls to spare losing six wickets. Abhishek Sharma was declared
Player of the Match. With this win, Hyderabad is in second position in
medals table with 17 points. Kolkata Knight Riders occupies the first
position with 19 points and Rajasthan Royals third position with 16 points.
Electing to bat first, Punjab made 214 runs losing five wickets in the
allotted 20 overs.

NET/CB/2357HRS



