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20.05.2024
PM VARANASI MATRI SHAKTI

Prime Minister and Senior BIP leader Narendra Modi will
interact with more than 25 thousand women tomorrow in his
parliamentary constituency Varanasi.

Mr. Modi will interact with the women- homemakers,
doctors, teachers, business owners, advocates, and athletes,
during a 'Matri Shakti Sammlelan' at Sampurnanand Sanskrit
University. Women will play every role in this one hour long
Sammelan including comparing and other activities. Prime
Minister will stay in Varanasi tomorrow night and on Wednesday
he will address two more rallies in Uttar Pradesh.



Mr. Modi is contesting third time from Varanasi. Congress
Samajwadi Party alliance candidate Ajay Rai is challenging him.
Varanasi goes to the polls on June 1.

<>SUSHIL
CHANDRA TIWARI/LUCKNOW/MAIL/2026 hrs.
PKM SSP-1

20.05.2024

ECI-BARAMULLA VOTING

Election Commission today said that Jammu and Kashmir’s
Baramulla parliamentary constituency is heading for the highest
voter turnout in the last 8 Lok Sabha elections. Voter turnout of
54.21 per cent was recorded as of 5 PM in the districts of
Baramulla, Kupwara, Bandipora and Budgam. Polling took place in
2 thousand 103 polling stations across the Baramulla
Parliamentary constituency with live webcasting at the polling
stations. There are 22 candidates in the fray in the Baramulla
parliamentary constituency in the ongoing General Elections. The
Commission said polling personnel including security personnel
worked tirelessly to ensure smooth and peaceful voting.

<><>PALLAVI/1955 HRS

PKM SSP I
20.5.24

EC VOTER TURNOUT

Polling in the fifth phase of General Elections 2024 which commenced at 7
AM today. across 49 Parliamentary Constituencies recorded an approximate
voter turnout of 57.58 percent as of 8 PM today. Election Commission said
that voters came out in large numbers braving hot weather in many parts
of the states that went for polls today. Polling was closed at 6 PM, but a



large number of voters were still in the queue at polling stations.

Polling in Baramulla in Jammu and Kashmir was completely peaceful
with a turnout of 54.67 percent as on 8 PM, and was the highest recorded
in 35 years. Bihar, Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh, Jharkhand, Maharashtra,
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal, are the States and UTs that went
to polls in this phase. A total of 695 candidates were in the electoral fray.

Bihar saw a voter turnout of 52.82 percent, Jharkhand saw a poll
percentage of 63 percent, Ladakh recorded 67.15 percent voter turn out,
Maharashtra recorded 49.15, Odisha saw 60.87 per cent voter turnout,
Uttar Pradesh recorded 57.79 percent and West Bengal saw a turnout of
73 percent.

Election Commission said that Parliamentary Constituencies in various

urban cities like Mumbai, Thane, Nashik and Lucknow continued the trend
of urban apathy as noticed in last general elections in 2019.
With the conclusion of this phase, polling for General Elections is now
completed in 25 States and UTs and 428 Parliamentary Constituencies.
Polling is also complete for State Legislative Assemblies of Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Andhra Pradesh and 63 assembly seats of Odisha State
Assembly.

<><>Suparna/2043 hrs
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20.05.2024
J&K-GOVERNOR

Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha has
congratulated the people and all the stakeholders on the high voter turnout
in Baramulla Parliamentary Constituency.

In a social media post, the Lt Governor said that the high voter
turnout over 58 percent in Baramulla Parliamentary Constituency today is
very encouraging and shows the people's determination and unwavering
faith in democracy. He congratulated and thanked the people of Baramulla
for joining the Maha Kumbh of democracy in large numbers.

Mr. Sinha appreciated the hard work of all the stakeholders to ensure
free, fair, accessible, inclusive and peaceful conduct of voting. He said that
he was happy to see young voters expressing and celebrating their
unshakable faith in democratic values and hoped that this positive trend



will continue in the next phase on 25th of May for Anantnag-Rajouri
Parliamentary Constituency.

SUNIL KOUL, SRINAGAR, MAIL, 2240 HRS
<><>

India has announced one day's state mourning today as a mark of respect on the
death of Iran's President Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian in a helicopter crash. The national flag will be flown at half mast throughout
the country today on all buildings where the national flag is flown regularly. There will
be no official entertainment on the day.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar have
expressed condolences at the demise of Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi, and Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian.

<><><>
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20.05.2024
HEZBOLLAH- ISRAELI AIR STRIKE

In southern Lebanon, five Hezbollah members were killed and five
others were injured in Israeli air strikes on several villages and towns
today. According to the Lebanese military sources, Israeli warplanes carried
out raids on the southwest town of Naqoura, the southeast village of Mays
al-Jabal and the town of al-Qusayr on the Lebanese-Syrian border. The
raids killed five Hezbollah members and injured five others. Meanwhile,
Hezbollah said that its fighters responded by attacking several Israeli sites.

The confrontations between Hezbollah and Israel have killed 477
people on the Lebanese side, including 301 Hezbollah members and 89

civilians. While according to Israel, 14 soldiers and 11 civilians have been



killed on its side of the border.
<><><> IANS/NET/0305 HRS
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ICC-ISRAEL

The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor, Karim Khan has
applied for arrest warrants for Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and top three Hamas leaders.

According to media reports, the arrest warrants are sought over war
crimes and crimes against humanity committed in Israel and Gaza.

On the other hand, Israel's foreign minister Israel Katz has
announced that a special command centre will be established in the wake
of the announcement from the International Criminal Court.

<><><>GK/NET/2004 HRS
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KERALA-HAJ

In Kerala, the first group of Haj pilgrims from the state this year will
embark for Jeddah from the Calicut International Airport , five minutes past
midnight tonight.

166 pilgrims including 80 women will board the Air India Express
inaugural flight from Calicut. The Haj camp at the Airport, which began
this afternoon will continue till the 9th of next month.

This year, 17,883 pilgrims will perform the Haj, for which
arrangements have been made through the Kerala Haj Committee.
Besides Kozhikode, Kochi and Kannur are the two other embarkation points
for Haj pilgrims in the state. <><>

Raj Mohan, Kochi, MAIL, 2003 HRS
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20.05.2024
AP-DGP
The Special Investigation team (SIT) of the Andhra Pradesh state
police headed by Inspector General Vineet Brij Lal submitted its report to



Director General of Police Harish Gupta today. The SIT was formed after
procedural lapses were identified in cases registered with regard to the
violence on polling day that was reported from Palnadu, Ananthapuramu
and Tirupati districts.

According to a media release from DGP’s office, the SIT members
were sent to those districts to re-examine the cases. Police officials camped
at the concerned districts and reviewed the cases along with evidence. A
total of 33 cases have been identified in the districts which included 1370
accused persons associated with the post-poll violence, said the police. Of
those, 124 have been arrested and another 94 people have been issued
notices under the CrPC.

The ruling YSR Congress Party and the main opposition Telugu
Desam Party blamed each other for the incidents. The ECI had summoned
the DGP after news of the violence in Andhra broke out. The report by the
Andhra Pradesh police will be forwarded to the Election Commission of
India.

<>Allu
Murali/Vijayawada/MAIL/2038 hrs.



