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FIFTH PHASE ELECTION (11 AM)

Voting is in progress for the fifth phase of Lok Sabha elections.
Moderate polling has been reported so far from different constituencies.
Forty-nine Parliamentary Constituencies spread over six States and two
Union Territories are being covered in this phase. These include, 14 seats
in Uttar Pradesh, 13 in Maharashtra, seven in West Bengal, five each in
Odisha and Bihar, three in Jharkhand along with one each in Union
Territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. Polling is also taking place
in Odisha for the second phase of assembly elections for 35 Constituencies.

Voting started at 7 this morning and will conclude at 6 in the
evening. Our correspondents touring different constituencies report long
queues of voters at different polling booths. Special enthusiasm is seen
among youth and women voters.

Six hundred and ninety-five candidates are in the fray in this phase.
The prominent candidates whose fate is being decided today include BJIP
leaders and Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Piyush Goyal and Smriti Irani,



Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi and KL Sharma, Omar Abdullah of the
National Conference, and Chirag Paswan of LJP (Ram Vilas).

The Election Commission has made all arrangements for smooth and
transparent polling. Over 9 lakh 47 thousand officials have been deployed
across 94 thousand 732 polling stations. Facilities like water, sheds, ramps,
volunteers and wheelchairs are available at the polling stations.

So far polling for 379 Parliamentary Constituencies across 23 States
and Union Territories has concluded, recording a total voter turnout of
nearly 67 per cent. <><><>

PM- VOTE APPEAL

Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed to the voters who are voting
today to cast their votes and create a new record of voting. In a social
media post, Mr. Modi specifically urged women and young voters to
exercise their constitutional rights in the festival of democracy. In the fifth
phase of the Lok Sabha Election 2024 today, polling is underway in 49 Lok
Sabha constituencies spread over six states and two union territories.

POLL CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning has intensified for the remaining two phases of Lok
Sabha elections. Senior political leaders are crisscrossing the states by
holding public meetings and road shows to garner support for their parties.

Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi is holding
multiple rallies in Odisha and West Bengal today.

In Odisha, Mr Modi led a two km long roadshow in the holy town of
Puri in Odisha. He also addressed public meeting at industrial town of
Angul. Mr Modi said, people in Odisha are suffering from poverty despite
the state being rich with natural resources. He alleged that Odisha's
minerals and culture are not safe under BID rule.

Later in the day, the Prime Minister will address public meetings at
Jhargram and Tamluk in West Bengal.

Samajwadi Party Chief Akhilesh Yadav is scheduled to address three
public meetings at Domariyaganj, Sant Kabir Nagar and Basti in Uttar
Pradesh.



REV. IRAN HELICOPTER CRASH

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi died in a helicopter crash. Iran state
TV said, there is no sign of life at the crash site of the helicopter that was
carrying President Raisi and Iranian Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian. The helicopter made a hard landing yesterday afternoon after
it got into difficulties in heavy fog in the north of the country. President
Raisi was travelling back to Iran following a visit to Azerbaijan when his
helicopter came down.

PM - IRAN PREZ

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that he is deeply saddened
and shocked by the tragic demise of the President of Iran Dr. Seyed
Ebrahim Raisi. In a social media post, Mr Modi said, his contribution to
strengthening India-Iran bilateral relationship will always be remembered.
The Prime Minister said, India stands with Iran in this time of sorrow.

JAISHANKAR- IRAN'S PRESIDENT CONDOLENCE

Minister of External Affairs Dr. S Jaishankar expressed grief over the
demise of Iran’s President Dr Ebrahim Raisi and Foreign Minister Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian in a helicopter crash. In his condolence message, Dr.
Jaishankar said that he is deeply shocked to hear the news of the accident.
Dr. Jaishankar also recalled his meetings with them, most recently in
January this year. The Minister said that India stands with the people of
Iran at the time of this tragedy.

PM - INTERVIEW

Prime Minister and Senior BIJP leader Narendra Modi has alleged that
Congress have insulted the Indian Constitution from time to time. In an
interview with DD News, Mr Modi said, he has utmost respect for B R
Ambedkar and the members of the Constituent Assembly who formulated
such a constitution which gave a chance to a tea-seller to become the
Prime Minister.

He said, for him the Constitution is the guiding light to run the
government. Mr Modi said, the eastern part of the country, like Odisha,
Jharkhand, Bihar, Bengal and eastern Uttar Pradesh, will become the



growth engine of the country. He said, today, the potential of India's Nari
Shakti is ever-increasing and they have the potential to completely
transform an economy.

Mr Modi also gave an interview to a News agency and said, he has
not spoken a word against minorities. However he is against the what he
called vote bank politics of Congress. Mr Modi said, the Constitution makers
of India, including Babasaheb Ambedkar and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru have
decided that reservation will not be given on the basis of religion.

TELANGANA CABINET

The Telangana state Cabinet is likely to meet at 3 pm today under
the chairmanship of Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy in Hyderabad. This
was decided hours after the Election Commission of India (ECI) gave its
nod yesterday on the condition that it takes decisions only on issues of an
urgent nature.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy had said on Saturday that he will lead a

delegation of ministers to Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar to seek
his permission for discussing crucial issues that were on the agenda. It was
expected to take a call on the buildings allotted to Andhra Pradesh besides
other pending inter-state issues. It was also to discuss the new academic
year, Kaleshwaram project, the Kharif action plan, and farmer loan waiver
among others. ECI joint secretary Avinash Kumar sent a letter to chief
secretary A. Santhi Kumari yesterday stating that the poll panel had
allowed the government to conduct the cabinet meeting on the condition
that it only takes decisions on emergency time-bound issues that had to be
implemented before June 4. The ECI also stated that no state government
officer, who was involved in the conduct of the Lok Sabha elections, should
be called for the meeting.

KERALA RAIN

Heavy rain continues to lash across Kerala. Red alert is issued in
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha, Kottayam and Idukki districts today.



Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam and Ernakulam districts are on orange alert
for heavy rain and other districts are on yellow alert. Heavy rain is
expected to continue in the state till 23rd of this month. Control rooms are
opened. Shutters of major dams are being raised. Hilly regions of the State
are in high alert.

All islands of Lakshadweep are also witnessing heavy rain and strong
winds. Fisherfolks are warned from venturing into the sea in the Kerala and
Lakshadweep coasts.

Meanwhile, Met dept informed that monsoon has reached the
Maldives, South Bay of Bengal and Andaman Sea. It is predicted to reach
Kerala by May 31st.

REV. J&K-SCORCHING HEAT

With no respite from the scorching heat in the region, the
temperature in Jammu was yesterday recorded as seasons’ highest at 41.8
degrees Celsius. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that the MeT
department has predicted no significant weather activity till May 27 in the
region and the weather will mainly remain dry in the region from today to
27th May.

Meanwhile, in view of the extreme hot weather conditions, the

Directorate of School Education, Jammu has changed the school timing in
Summer Zones of Jammu Division. All the Government as well as Private
(recognized) schools up to Higher Secondary level falling in Summer Zones
of Jammu Division shall observe school timing from 8 AM to 12 Noon with
effect from today. However, the upward trend in the temperatures has
prompted the local residents to seek early summer vacation in the schools
of their wards.



