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The campaign for the third phases of Lok Sabha elections has intensified, as the
leaders of various political parties holds ralllies and road shows across the country to
garner support in favour of their party's candidates.

In Gujarat, campaigning for the Lok Sabha polls is going on in full swing. All the
political parties are trying their best to woo the voters. The entire state will go to polls
in single phase on the 7th of May.

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address four rallies in
the state today. The PM will address rallies in Anand, Surendranagar, Junagadh, and
Jamnagar today. Congress leader and Rajasthan’s former Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
will address a press conference in Ahmedabad today.

On the other hand, AAP leader Sunita Kejariwal will hold road shows in Botad
and Dediyapada in favour of AAP candidates of Bhavnagar and Bharuch.

In Uttar Pradesh, many star campaigners will be in the political battleground
today. AIR correspondent reports that Senior BJP leader and Union Minister Amit Shah
will campaign in Bareilly, Badayun and Sitapur districts for BJP party candidates. Later
in the evening, he will head a party organisational meeting in Lucknow.

Clash of Titans will be in the political battleground of Mainpuri Lok Sabha
constituency, where Senior BIP leader and Chief Minister of State Yogi Adityanath will
hold a road show, while Bahujan Samaj Party Supremo Mayawati will also address a
rally there.

Samajwadi Party Chief Akhilesh Yadav will address political rallies in Badayun
and Aonla Loksabha constituencies today. Rashtriy Lok Dal Chief Jayant Chaudhari will
address a political gathering in sadabad area of Hathras Loksabha constituency.

<><><>

The Election Commission has banned former Telangana Chief Minister and BRS
chief K Chandrashekar Rao from campaigning for 48 hours for making alleged
derogatory and objectionable statements against the Congress party. His ban became
effective from 8:00 PM yesterday.

The Commission directed Chandrashekar Rao, not to hold any public meetings,
public processions, public rallies, shows and interviews in media in connection with
ongoing elections during this period. Earlier, the Congress party had complained with
the poll body about K Chandrashekar's remarks in Sircilla, Telangana.

The Commission said, the political parties and leaders shall not make false
statements, utterances without factual basis aimed at misleading the voters. The
Commission said, criticism of other parties or their workers based on unverified
allegations or on distortions shall be avoided.

<><><>

Online nominations and recommendations for the Padma Awards 2025 have
begun. The last date for nominations for Padma Awards is the 15th of September
2024. The nominations/recommendations for Padma Awards will be received online on
the Rashtriya Puraskar Portal www.awards.gov.in.

The Padma Awards, namely, Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan and Padma
Shri, are amongst the highest civilian awards in the country. Instituted in 1954, these
Awards are announced on the occasion of the Republic Day every year. The Home
Ministry said that the government is committed to transforming the Padma Awards
into People’s Padma.

<><><>
India Meteorological Department has said heatwave to severe heatwave will



continue to prevail over West Bengal, Jharkhand, Odisha and Bihar till today. The IMD
said, the similar conditions are also very likely over south Peninsular India till Friday.
Heatwave is expected over Maharashtra, Rayalaseema, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, and
Andhra Pradesh during the next five days and over Central India till Sunday. The
weather department further forecast the maximum temperatures to be in the range of
44 and 47 degrees Celsius over Gangetic West Bengal, East Jharkhand, north Odisha
and Rayalaseema till Friday.

Rainfall and snowfall accompanied by thunderstorms and lightning is very likely
over Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit, Baltistan, Muzaffarabad, Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh from the 3rd to the 6th of this month.

<><><>

Indian Chess Prodigy, Vaishali Ramesh Babu, has officially been awarded the
title of Grandmaster by FIDE, the International Chess federation. This remarkable
achievement makes Vaishali the third Indian female Grandmaster, joining Koneru
Humpy and Harika Dronavalli.

Vaishali's promotion to Grandmaster title carries a unique distinction, as she and
her brother, Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa, became the world's first Grandmaster
brother- sister duo.

<><><>

In IPL Cricket, today, Sunrisers Hyderabad will take on Rajasthan Royals in
Hyderabad at 7:30 PM.

Currently Rajasthan leads the point table, having secured victory in eight out of
nine matches.

TELANGANA CAMPAIGN-AMIT SHAH

In Telangana, top leaders of all major political parties have intensified their
electioneering in the state. BJP senior leader and Union Minister Amit Shah held a
roadshow in Hyderabad Lok Sabha constituency last evening. He campaigned for
Hyderabad BJP candidate Madhavi Lata. Stating that the past many years, the
inheritors of Rajakars are representing Hyderabad in parliament and urged people to
send BP candidate this time to Parliament.

PCC President and Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy held a roadshow in Moosapet
in Hyderabad last night. He said the agenda of this election is reservations. He alleged
that the BJP will cancel reservations if voted to power again and that is the reason
why it is insisting for 400 plus seats. He claimed only the INDI Alliance can take
forward the BC reservations issue.

BRS Chief K Chandrasekhar Rao held a roadshow in Mahabubbad last night
when ECI served orders barring him from campaigning for 48 hours. He alleged that
the ECI’s action is selective against him.

TELANGANA POLLING EXTENSION

Election Commission of India has extended the time of polling by one hour in
over 100 Assembly segments in the limits of 17 Lok Sabha constituencies in the state.
The polling will be conducted from 7AM to 6PM. The ECI gave its permission to this
extent to the request made by Chief Electoral Officer of Telangana Vikas Raj. With
this, except in Left Wing affected segments, remaining 106 Segments will have polling
till 6PM. Earlier, the CEO informed the media that a request to extend the polling
timings till 6 PM has been sent to the ECI following requests made by almost all major



political parties in the state.
MP CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning for the third and fourth phase of Lok Sabha elections in Madhya
Pradesh is at its peak. Star campaigners of major political parties are leaving no stone
unturned in garnering support for their respective candidates.

Voting will be held on 17 seats in these two phases in Madhya Pradesh.
CHENNAI-UMA RAMANAN

Distinguished playback singer, Uma Ramanan passed away in Chennai today.
The 72 year old veteran singer has performed in over 6000 concerts spanning more
than three decades. A trained classical singer, she acclaimed fame after venturing into
singing playback singing for Music Maestro Ilayarajaa. Her husband A.V.Ramanan is
also an acclaimed musician and was a TV host for many musical shows.
TELANGANA-BRS CHIEF

Former Telangana Chief Minister and BRS President K Chandrashekar Rao, has
concluded his public meeting at Mahabubabad last evening before 8PM, as directed by
Election Commission of India that barred him from campaign for 48 hours for his
derogatory remarks made last month. He has been on 8th day Bus Yatra, when the
48-hour ban comes into force at 8 pm last evening.

Popularly known as KCR, Mr Rao has been barred by ECI from campaigning for
48 hours for his derogatory remarks against the Congress, thus violating the Model
Code of Conduct.

The ECI strongly condemned KCR's impugned statements and barred him from
holding any public meetings, public processions, public rallies, shows and interviews,
and public utterances in media in connection with the ongoing election for two days.
The Congress had complained to the Commission on 6th of last month about certain-
objectionable- remarks issued by KCR at a press meet in Sircilla town.

The commission had earlier issued a show-cause notice to KCR over the alleged
remarks. Responding to the notice on 23rd last month, KCR however, denied the
charge. He pointed out that the meaning of his original statement has been lost in
translation. He also said a few sentences were picked up ot of context. He further
stated that he had confined his criticism to the policies and programmes of the
Congress and not gone into personal aspects of any Congress leader. After going
through the content of the Congress complaint and KCR's reply, the commission found
that the BRS chief has violated the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct.
CHENNAI-UMA RAMANAN

Distinguished playback singer, Uma Ramanan passed away in Chennai today.
The 72 year old veteran singer has performed in over 6000 concerts spanning more
than three decades. A trained classical singer, she acclaimed fame after venturing into
singing playback singing for Music Maestro Ilayarajaa. Her husband A.V.Ramanan is
also an acclaimed musician and was a TV host for many musical shows.
MAHARASHTRA-BJP RALLY

In Maharashtra, BJP leader and Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis hit



out at the former Chief Minister of Maharashra and the MVA government for indulging
in scams during the COVID pandemic. Addressing a public rally in Mumbai yesterday,
Devendra Fadnavis claimed that while Prime Minister Narendra Modi was facilitating
vaccine production in the country, the MVA government were indulged in scams like
irregularities in supply of ‘khichadi’ (meal for labourers, homeless people) and
procurement of body bags during COVID pandemic.

BJP Lok Sabha candidates Union Minister Piyush Goyal, Ujjwal Nikam and Mihir
Kotecha were present at the rally.

Polling on the six Lok Sabha seats of Mumbai will take place in the fifth phase
on 20 May.



