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SLOVAKIA-PM: Slovakia's Prime Minister Robert Fico, who was shot t
yesterday in Handlova, is now in a stable condition but remains serious.
According to a hospital official, he underwent five hours of surgery with
two teams to treat multiple gunshot wounds. The assassination attempt
on Prime Minister Fico has sent shockwaves throughout Slovakia. He was
shot while greeting supporters after chairing a government meeting in the
central town of Handlova. The suspected gunman was among a small
crowd awaiting the Prime Minister outside the cultural centre. Meanwhile,
President Zuzana Caputova has confirmed the detainment of the suspected
gunman by police, urging the public to await further information from law
enforcement agencies.

THAILAND OPEN- BADMINTON :In Badminton, India's Meiraba Luwang Maisnam
has advanced to the Men's singles Quarter Finals of the prestigious Thailand Open
Badminton in Bangkok, Thailand today. The 21 year old Indian shuttler stunned Mads
Christophersen of Denmark in straight games, 21-14, 22-20, to march into his first
quarter-final in the Super 500 tournament. In women's singles, India's Ashmita Chaliha
is scheduled to face the top seeded Han Yue of China in the second round this
afternoon. While in Men's Doubles, star Indian duo of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Chirag Shetty will take on the Chinese pair of Xie Hao Nan and Zeng Wei Han in the
round of 16. In the women's doubles, Tanisha Crasto and Ashwini Ponnappa will lock
horns with En-Tzu Hung and Yu-Pei Lin of Taiwan, while another doubles pair of
Rutaparna Panda and Swetaparna Panda will take on Rin Iwanaga and Kie Nakanish of
Japan, in the pre-quarters this afternoon.



ECI- POLLING DATA: Over four hundred fifty one million people have cast their vote
in the first four phases of the ongoing Lok Sabha elections. The Election commission in
a statement today informed that collective voter turnout in the first four phases of the
General Election 2024 is 66.95 per cent. The poll body said that higher voter turnout is
a message from Indian voters to the world and called upon voters to vote in large
numbers in the remaining last three phases. The Commission has roped in celebrities
and both public and private organisations in its efforts to intensify voter outreach
campaigns.

J&K-VAISHNO DEVI HELICOPTER SERVICE: In Jammu and Kashmir, in order to
facilitate the pilgrims desiring special darshan in a short duration, the Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board will start the already announced Jammu to Sanjhi Chhat helicopter
service, likely in June. The pilgrims availing the facility will be dropped off at Panchhi
Helipad, 2.5 km short of Bhawan, and special darshan will also be provided to these
pilgrims. The Shrine Board will be introducing two types of packages: ‘Same Day
Return’ (SDR) for 35 thousand rupees and ‘Next Day Return’ (NDR) for 50 thousand
rupees per person. In the same day format, pilgrims will be provided battery car service
to Bhawan, a special darshan slip, ‘Prasad’, a priority ticket cable car to offer prayers at
‘Bhairon Temple’, and battery car service on return to reach Panchi Helipad and board
the helicopter for Jammu Airport. In the Next Day Return package, rooms at Bhawan
and ‘Atka Aarti’ are also included in the facilities. Notably, helicopter service at present
is available only between Katra and Sanjichhat, for which the one-way fare is 2
thousand one hundred rupees per person. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation has
already permitted helicopter service between Jammu and Bhawan, while the Shrine
Board makes all arrangements and preparations before the start of the service for a
hassle-free and smooth pilgrimage experience for the devotees.

BJP-KEJRIWAL :BJP today questioned the silence of Delhi Chief Minister and AAP
Chief Arvind Kejriwal over alleged assault his party MP Swati Maliwal in the CM
residence. Briefing media in New Delhi, party spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia alleged that
Mr Kejriwal has no remorse on this incident as he and the Opposition I.N.D.I.A bloc
leaders never respect women. He alleged that it is on instructions of Mr Kejriwal only
that his PA has created a scuffle and it is a matter of concern that one who should
have been inquired by Arvind Kejriwal, is actually roaming with him. Mr Bhatia said,
Swati Maliwal is certainly the leader of the opposition party but BIP is fighting to ensure
that she gets justice. He said, Mr Kejriwal should answer and if he cannot speak even a
single word then he should resign.

KAVITHA: The Delhi High Court today issued a notice to the CBI on bail plea of Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) leader Kavitha accused in the alleged excise policy scam. A
bench of Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma also called for CBI's reply on writ petition filed
by Kavitha challenging her arrest by the CBI and the subsequent remand in the
corruption case. The matter will be taken up for further hearing on 24" of this month
along with her bail plea in the money laundering case. Last week, the ED filed its
seventh chargesheet before a Delhi court in connection with the money laundering case



related to the alleged excise policy scam, naming Kavitha and others as accused. DESK
9

GOVT-MEDICINES:The Government has slashed the prices of 41 commonly used

medicines and six formulations used to treat diseases such as diabetes, heart and liver
ailments. The decision was taken at the meeting of the National Pharmaceutical Pricing
Authority NPPA in order to ensure that the cost of essential medicines remains
affordable for the public. NSD 5

EVE UP-PM RALLIES :Star campaigners of different political parties used all their
might to woo the voters for next phase of elections in Uttar Pradesh today. Senior BJP
leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that CAA is a burning example of
Modi ki guarantee, and it is clear that BJP fullfills its promises. Addressing a election
rally in Jaunpur district of Uttar Pradesh, he said that earlier the development was
restricted to big cities, but now a lot of development has taken place at religious places
like Ayodhya and Kashi also. Earlier, addressing a political rally in Lalganj area of
Azamgarh district, Mr Modi said that Samajwadi Party and Congress are two sides of the
same coin, they both lie and indulge in nepotism and corruption. He attacked Congress
and said that the former president of the party keeps on making negative comments on
Ram temple. In Bhadohi rally, he said that the recent bumper voting in Srinagar
elections reflects happiness of the people in the valley, and now the vote bank politics is
going to end from Jammu and Kashmir. In his last rally in Pratapgarh district, Mr Modi
attacked the alliance of Samajwadi Party and Trinmool Congress in state and said that
Samajwadi party Chief Akhilesh Yadav should ask Mamta Banerjee why she calls the
people of UP and Bihar as outsiders in Bengal. Mr Modi will stay in governor house in
Lucknow tonight and will address 3 more rallies in Barabanki, Fatehpur and Hamirpur
constituencies tomorrow. These rallies are being held in the constituencies which will go
for poll in 5th and 6th phase.On the other hand Congress General Secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra campaigned in Raebareli. Attacking on BJP she said that the saffron party
is promoting lawlessness. Samajwadi party chief Akhilesh Yadav also attacked BIP in
Banda and said that State Government and Central Government are deep neck in
corruption. In another political rally in Fatehpur district, Mr Akhilesh Yadav said that the
140 crore people of the country are not going to give BJP more than 140 seats in this
elections.

FRANCE — EMERGENCY: France has declared a state of emergency on the Pacific
archipelago of New Caledonia after violent protests flared up against electoral reforms
killing one police officer and three others. New Caledonia is a French overseas territory
located hundreds of miles off Australia's eastern coast. The violence is the latest flash
point in long-running tensions over Paris' role in the archipelago. The unrest began on
Monday as French lawmakers prepared to vote on a decision to expand voting rights in
the territory. However, critics argue that this could marginalize the Indigenous Kanak
population and benefit pro-French politicians. The National Assembly adopted the
revision overnight. But, for the legislation to become a law, both chambers of
parliament still must vote a final time. The French authorities informed that at least 130



people had been arrested. They also reported numerous incidents of arson and looting
against businesses, infrastructure, and public buildings. There are also reports of an
attempted 'prison break'. The French government has announced deployment of
additional police officers as reinforcements. Authorities also imposed an overnight
curfew and banned gatherings in the capital, Noumea. New Caledonia's La Tontouta
International Airport is closed to commercial flights.

EVE BIHAR CAMPAIGNING :In Bihar, several star campaigners and senior leaders of
NDA and Grand Alliance today held public meetings in support of their alliance
candidates. Senior BJP leader and Union Minister Amit Shah held election rallies in
Sitamarhi and Madhubani. Addressing a rally in Sitamarhi, Mr. Shah said, by scrapping
the article 370 from Jammu and Kashmir Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
implemented the true spirit of One Nation, One Constitution. The senior BJP leader said
now it is time to integrate the Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) to India. Rashtriya Lok
Morcha candidate and former union minister Upendra Kushwaha conducted door to
door campaign in Dawood Nagar in Aurangabad in Karakat parliamentary constituency.
In Grand Alliance, party leaders of RID, Congress, Vikas Sheel Insaan Party and left
parties held several election rallies in different parliamentary constituencies. RID leader
Tejashwi Prasad Yadav attacked BJP on the issues of unemployment and migartion
during campaigns. Addressing a public meeting in Madhubani in support of RID
candidate, Mr. Yadav said, NDA ruled in both centre and state for long period but failed
to address the problem of migration. He said BJP and JD(U) are shying away from the
real problems of Bihar.

INDIA - GREEN HYDROGEN : New and Renewable Energy Secretary Bhupinder
Singh Bhalla has said that the country's installed electricity capacity from non-fossil-fuel
sources is projected to increase by 50 per cent by 2030 in line with country's
commitment to transition towards sustainable energy sources. addressing the World
Hydrogen Summit 2024 in Rotterdam, Netherlands, he informed that currently around
43 per cent of the country's installed electricity capacity is from non-fossil-fuel sources.
He also pointed out that with a strong emphasis on affordability, infrastructure
development, skilled personnel and scalability, India is poised to emerge as a key player
in shaping the global hydrogen economy. He said that with competitive pricing, India
presents an attractive landscape for domestic and international investments in
renewable energy projects.






