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SWATI FSP-1 01.04.2024
REV PM-MUMBAI VISIT (EARLY)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said, the transformation of
Indian banking sector is a case study. He said, the government infused
capital of 3.5 lakh crore rupees in PSU banks for their revival. Mr Modi
was addressing addressing the commemoration ceremony of the 90
years of the Reserve Bank of India in Mumbai. Mr Modi is on a day-long
visit to the city. Prime Minister Modi has said, the Country's GDP is
dependent on coordination between monetary and fiscal policies. He
said, RBI is known in the world for its professionalism and commitment.
He said, the central bank has been able to stabilise G-sec yields despite
monetary tightening and has also been successful in anchoring
inflationary expectations. The Prime Minister asserted that this decade is
key for achieving Viksit Bharat.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and Ministers of State
for Finance Bhagwat Kishanrao Karad and Pankaj Chaudhary also
participated in the programme. Speaking on the occasion, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said, the Reserve Banks’ evolution as an institution has
been closely intertwined with the development of the Indian economy.
He said, from being a central bank primarily concerned with allocation of
scares resources during the planning period, the RBI has transitioned
into being an enabler for the market economy. Maharashtra Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde and Deputy Chief Ministers Devendra Fadanvis
and Ajit Pawar and representatives of various banks and industry also



took part in event. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) commenced its
operations on 1st of April in 1935.

<><><> NET/1143 HRS.

SWATI FSP-1 01.04.2024
COURT-KEJRIWAL

A Delhi Court today sent Delhi Chief Minister and Aam Aadmi Party
leader Arvind Kejriwal to judicial custody till 15th of this month in the
money laundering case related to the alleged liquor policy scam. The
AAP leader was arrested on 21st March by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED). Special CBI judge Kaveri Baweja of the Rouse Avenue Court
passed the order after Chief Minister Kejriwal was produced in court on
the expiry of his ED custody. Earlier, on 22nd of last month, the trial
court remanded him to six-days of ED custody, which was extended
further by four days. The AAP leader had skipped nine summons issued
to him by ED. Aam Aadmi Party leaders Manish Sisodia and Sanjay Singh
are also accused in the case and are presently in judicial custody.
<><><>NET/1157 HRS.

MP-POLLING UPDATE

In Madhya Pradesh, after the completion of nomination process for
the first phase of Lok Sabha polls, the number of candidates for six
seats going to polls in this phase on 19th of this month, has become
clear. The state will be witnessing four phase polling for 29 Lok Sabha
seats. Meanwhile, the filing of nomination papers for the second phase
is underway in the state. Thursday is the last day for filing of
nominations for this phase. More from our correspondent:

(V/C : SANJEEV SHARMA)

In Madhya Pradesh, a total of 88 candidates are in the fray
for the first phase of Lok Sabha elections on six seats. Some of
the prominent candidates include Union Minister Faggan Singh
Kulaste from Mandla and Nakul Nath, son of former Chief
Minister Kamal Nath from Chhindwara. In Madhya Pradesh, 8
nomination papers have been filed in the second phase so far.
Voting for the first phase in the state will be held on 19 April
and for the second phase on 26 April. Meanwhile, Chief
Electoral Officer Anupam Rajan has completely banned any kind
of exit poll in the state from 7 am on 19 April to 6:30 pm on the
first of June. Sanjeev Sharma, Akashvani News, Bhopal.

FM-TAX

The Finance Ministry has clarified that no new changes are set to
take place in the financial year beginning today. It refuted the
misleading information circulating on certain social media platforms




regarding the new tax regime. The Ministry said that the new tax regime
primarily applies to individuals, other than companies and firms. It is
applicable as a default regime from the Financial Year 2023-24. Under
the new tax regime, tax rates are significantly lower and the benefit of
various exemptions and deductions such as 50,000 rupees from salary
and 15,000 rupees from family pension are not available as they were in
the old regime. The Ministry said, the new tax regime is the default tax
regime, however the tax payers can choose the tax regime that they
think is beneficial to them.

The Ministry further said that the option to opt out from the new
tax regime is available until the filing of returns for the Assessment Year
2024-25. Eligible individuals without any business income will have the
option to choose the regime for each financial year. It said those
individuals can choose new tax regime in one financial year and old tax
regime in another year and vice versa.

SWATI/SK FSP-1 01.04.2024
PUNJAB-WHEAT PROCUREMENT

In Punjab, the procurement for Rabi Marketing Season is
beginning from today. All necessary arrangements have been made by
the government in this regard. We have a report:

(V/C : SHISHU SHARMA SHANTAL)

This time wheat has been sown in 35. 07 Lakh Hectare
areas in the state which is likely to result in 161.30 Lakh Metric
Tonne yield. The Cash Credit Limit to the extent of Rs.
30,776.36 Crore is _needed, out of which more than Rs. 27
thousand crore has been received for April. The balance amount
for the month of May would be received soon. The Punjab
Mandi Board has announced 1908 reqular purchase centres
which has been allotted to the various agencies as per the
advice of procurement agencies. The government has directed
the Deputy Commissioners to ensure that the farmers face no
hassles during the procurement. Apart from robust mechanisms
for _procurement in the mandis, special attention should be

made to the basic facilities and there must be prompt payment
to the farmers. Shishu Sharma Shantal, Akashvani News,

Jalandhar

<><>SHISHU SHARMA SHANTAL/JALANDHAR/MAIL/0720
SWATI FSP-1 01.04.2024
IMD-WEATHER
India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast enhanced rainfall
and thunderstorm activity over Northeast India till Thursday. Heavy




rainfall and snowfall is likely to occur over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura for the next two to
three days. The weather department also forecast that two western
disturbances are likely to affect the Himalayan region till 5th of this
month. Under its influence, isolated to scattered rainfall or snowfall with
thunderstorms and lighting are very likely over Jammu and Kashmir,
Ladakh, Muzaffarabad, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttarakhand till 6th of
April. Whereas, the parts of Punjab, Haryana and Chandigarh to witness
light rainfall till 5th of April.

The weather department has also predicted heat wave conditions
over Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha, North Interior Karnataka, and
Telangana during the next three days. Hot and humid weather is likely
to prevail over Rayalaseema, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry and Odisha. Meanwhile, the IMD forecast strong
winds and a partly cloudy sky in Delhi. The maximum temperature is
expected to hover around 34 degrees Celsius.

<><>PALLAVI/0749

SWATI/SK FSP-1 01.04.2024
CHHATTISGARH-MAOIST KILLED

In Chhattisgarh, a Maoist was killed in an encounter with security
forces in Sukma district of Bastar division today. The exchange of fire
took place during the search operation by a joint team of CoBRA
battalion and District Reserve Guard in Tetmadgu area. Superintendent
of Police of Sukma district Kiran Chauhan said, arms and ammunition
were also recovered from the spot.

<><>VIKALP SHUKLA/CHHATTISGARH/MAIL/1046

SWATI FSP-1 01.04.2024

REV PM-KATCHATHEEVU

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi today
criticised the DMK over the Katchatheevu island issue alleging the party
did nothing to safeguard the interests of Tamil Nadu. In a social media
post, Mr Modi alleged that new details emerging on Katchatheevu issue
have completely unmasked the DMK’s double standards. An agreement
was signed between India and Sri Lanka in 1974 under which the Island
of Katchatheevu was given to Sri Lanka by the then Congress
government. Prime Minister Modi was referring to a media report which
claimed that the then State Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi was taken into



confidence by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on the issue and he
had given his concurrence to the agreement despite DMK's public
posturing against the deal. Mr. Modi alleged that Congress and DMK are
family units and they only care that their own sons and daughters rise.
He added that their callousness on Katchatheevu has harmed the
interests of poor fishermen and fisherwomen in particular. Briefing
media in New Delhi this morning, senior BJP leader and External Affairs
Minister Dr. S Jaishankar also hit out at DMK over the issue. He said the
ruling party in Tamil Nadu questions handing over Katchatheevu to Sri
Lanka and claims that Tamil Nadu government was not consulted at that
time but fact is it was kept fully informed. He said both Congress and
DMK have approached this matter as though they have no responsibility.

<><><><>DIWAKER/1109

SWATI FSP-1 01.04.2024

PM-SIVAKUMARA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid tributes to spiritual leader, and
educator Dr. Sree Sree Sree Sivakumara Swamigalu on his birth
anniversary today. In a social media post, Mr. Modi said, Dr. Swamigalu
has made unparalleled contributions towards community service,
embodying the true spirit of selflessness and compassion. He said, Dr.
Swamigalu’s work in education, healthcare and social welfare has
touched millions of lives, and set a profound example of dedication and
humanitarian service.

<><><>BHUPENDRA/1127

SWATI FSP-1 01.04.2024
BIJP-MANIFESTO MEETING

The meeting of BJP's Election Manifesto Committee is underway at
party headquarters in New Delhi. The committee will finalise the party's
manifesto for the ensuing Lok Sabha polls. It is the first meeting of the
27 member committee headed by Senior BJP leader and Union Minister
Rajnath Singh. Senior party leader and Union Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is the convener while another leader Piyush Goyal is the
Co-convenor of the panel. Meanwhile, the Congress' Central Election
Committee is also meeting in New Delhi to decide the name of the
candidates for the Lok Sabha elections in Telangana. Party President
Mallikarjun Kharge, senior party leader Sonia Gandhi, Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy and others are present in the meeting.

<><><><>DIWAKER/1126



