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ECI- ATISHI

The Election Commission today issued a notice to Aam Admi Party leader and Delhi Minister Atishi
over her allegation that she was approached to join BIP to save her political career. She has been
asked to submit her reply by Monday noon. In its notice, the Commission said that the voters tend to
believe whatever is being said from a public forum by their leaders and in that sense the statements
made by them affect the campaign discourse. The poll body added that it is expected that there must
be a factual foundation to the statements made by the AAP leader and when the veracity of the
statements made by her is contested then she must be able to back her statements on a factual
basis. Earlier, the BIP had filed a complaint against Atishi over her allegations.
<><><><>DIWAKER/1207

REV. BI-MONTHLY RBI-POLICY

Reserve Bank of India's Monetary Policy Committee kept repo rate unchanged for 7th time in a
row. RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das today announced Monetary Policy statement and kept Repo rate
at 6.5%. He said, in current Financial Year Real GDP rate is expected at 7 per cent while CPI inflation
at 4.5 percent. Mr. Das said, India’s foreign exchange reserves reached an all-time high of $ 645.6
Billion as of March 29, 2024. Global trade is expected to improve in 2024 but remain below average,
he added. On domestic front Governor said, Demand is increasing in rural areas, the unorganized
sector is improving and investment is increasing. About international scenario he said, Geopolitical

conditions and high levels of public debt in emerging economies are of great concern.

<<<>>> MUMBAI RNU/MAIL/ 1052

REV. PM RAJASTHAN CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning for the Lok Sabha Elections is gaining momentum in various parts of the
country. Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address an election rally in Churu
today in support of party candidate Devendra Jhajhadia. In view of the Prime Minister's meeting,
extensive security arrangements have been made by the administration. Chief Minister Bhajan Lal

Sharma, Union Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal and former Leader of Opposition Rajendra Rathod will



also be present in the meeting. The Prime Minister will also visit Pushkar tomorrow, where he will
address an election rally in support of the party candidate from Nagaur and Ajmer Lok Sabha
constituencies. BJP State General Secretary Jitendra Gothwal said that the party has named PM

Modi's election meeting as 'Vijay Sankalp Sabha'.

IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has predicted heatwave conditions across parts of east and
peninsular India for the next two days. Heatwave conditions are likely to persist over North Interior
Karnataka, Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand, Telangana, Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam,
and Rayalseema till tomorrow. Enhanced rainfall and thunderstorms will continue to lash parts of
Northeast India till Sunday. The IMD also said, isolated heavy rainfall and snowfall are expected to
occur over Arunachal Pradesh till Sunday with the possibility of very heavy falls tomorrow. Assam and
Meghalaya are expected to experience isolated heavy rainfall today. Light to moderate rainfall will
continue over Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, and Tripura for the next few days.

Hot and humid weather is likely to prevail over Kerala, Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Karaikal, Coastal Karnataka, Konkan, and Goa till Monday.

Meanwhile, in Delhi, the weather department has predicted a partly cloudy sky with the
possibility of drizzle accompanied by gusty winds. The maximum temperature in the national capital
is expected to hover around 36 degrees Celsius today.
<><>PALLAVI/0711

ISRAEL-EREZ CROSSING (underlined details only for website)

Israel’s security cabinet has approved the reopening of Erez crossing to allow the flow of more
humanitarian aid into Gaza. Erez Crossing, also known as Beit Hanoun, is a border crossing between
Israel and the northern Gaza Strip. It is being reopened for the first time since the terror attack by
Palestinian group Hamas on 7th of October last year. The Israeli official said the crossing is being
opened to allow more humanitarian aid to enter Gaza. The cabinet also approved using the Israeli
Port of Ashdod to help transfer more aid to Gaza. Israel tightly controlled land crossings and has
banned all travel through air and sea to and from Gaza. Before the start of the conflict, there were
two functional crossings within the enclave: Erez for the movement of people and Kerem Shalom for
goods. Israel’'s move comes hours after US President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu had a conversation on the phone, as they discussed the situation in Gaza.



The UN welcomed the reopening of Erez crossing. Spokesperson to the UN Secretary General,
Stephane Dujarric, said this is positive news but it will have to bee seen how it is implemented. He
said, a humanitarian ceasefire and a massive influx of aid is needed in the war-torn Gaza Strip.

The conflict in Gaza escalated after the 7th of October attack by the Palestinian group Hamas,

where about 2,500 terrorists breached the border into Israel from the Gaza Strip, leading to

casualties and the seizure of hostages. Israel has characterised its Gaza offensive as targeting

Hamas' infrastructure with the goal of eliminating the entire terror group while making efforts to

minimise civilian casualties. <><><>

BI-MONTHLY RBI-POLICY

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will announce its first bi-monthly monetary policy of Financial Year
2024-25 today. The Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das-headed, Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) began its three-day deliberation on Wednesday. The decision taken at the MPC meeting will be
announced today. A total of six MPC meetings are scheduled for the fiscal year 2024-25 that began
on 1st of this month. Economists expect that the central bank would once again keep the key
interest rate unchanged and focus more on inflation control. The last time, the RBI hiked the repo
rate to 6.5 per cent in February 2023 and since then it has held the rate at the same level in its last

six bi-monthly policies.

SMRITI IRANI- KASARAGOD

Senior BJP leader Smriti Irani visited Kasaragod in Kerala yesterday. Addressing a public meeting in
support of NDA candidate ML Ashwini at Kanhangad, she challenged the Congress leadership to face
the general elections, without the support extended by the SDPI, the political wing of the banned
outfit, Popular Front of India. The BIP leader also referred to the Cooperative Bank scams in which
several crores of public money were siphoned off by local leaders of the Congress, CPI-M and CPI in
the state. She charged that the I.N.D.I.A bock was formed to loot the people, while the Narendra
Modi government's aim is to ensure the country's development and to make it the third largest

economic power in the world.

SCRUTINY-SECOND PHASE
Scrutiny of nominations for the the second phase of Lok Sabha elections will take place today except

in Jammu and Kashmir. Scrutiny in Jammu and Kashmir will be held tomorrow. Filing of nominations



for this phase ended yesterday. In this phase, 88 Lok Sabha seats in 12 States and Union Territories
along with the remaining part of the Outer Manipur Lok Sabha constituency will go to polls on the
26th of this month. Voting in second phase will be held for twenty seats of Kerala, 14 seats of
Karnataka, 13 seats of Rajasthan, eight seats each of Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra, seven seats of
Madhya Pradesh, five seats each in Assam and Bihar, three seats each of West Bengal and
Chhattisgarh and one seat each in Manipur, Tripura and Jammu and Kashmir. Monday is the last day
for withdrawal of candidature in the States and Union Territories going to polls in this phase including

Jammu and Kashmir.

PM RAJASTHAN CAMPAIGNING

Campaigning for the Lok Sabha Elections is gaining momentum in various parts of the country. Prime
Minister and Senior BJP leader, Narendra Modi will address election rallies for Party candidates in
Rajasthan's Churu today. Tomorrow he will be in Pushkar. Yesterday, Congress President Mallikarjun

Kharge addressed the nomination rally in Chittorgarh.

CBSE-EXAM PATTERN

Central Board of Secondary Education has introduced changes in assessment and evaluation to align
with the National Education Policy 2020. The format will now be based on more competency-based
questions and fewer constructed response questions. As per the revised guidelines, the competency-
focused questions in the form of Multiple Choice Questions or case-based questions, source-based
integrated questions or any other type in Class 11 and 12 have been increased from 40 per cent to
50 per cent. On the other hand, the constructed response questions, including short answer
questions and long answer type questions, as per the existing pattern have been reduced from 40
per cent to 30 per cent in the 2024-25 academic sessions. The evaluation percentage for the select
response type questions will remain the same, which is 20 per cent. However, no changes have been
made to the composition of question papers for year-end examination for classes 9 and 10 for the

new academic session 2024-25.

<><>PALLAVI/0804

Campaigning for the Lok Sabha Elections is gaining momentum in various parts of the country. Prime

Minister and Senior BJP leader, Narendra Modi will address election rallies for Party candidates in



Rajasthan's Churu today. Tomorrow he will be in Pushkar.

Yesterday, Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge addressed the nomination rally in
Chittorgarh.
<><><>

The Election Commission will today organise a conference with Municipal Commissioners and
selected District Election Officers from 11 states which had the lowest voter turnout. The meeting to
be held in New Delhi, will discuss ways to step up voter turnout in the ensuing Lok Sabha Elections.
The meeting will deliberate and prepare targeted and specific action plans to address the issue of
low voter turnout in certain urban and rural areas. According to the Election Commission, the
Conference will be attended by Municipal Commissioners of Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Pune, Thane, Nagpur, Patna Sahib, Lucknow and Kanpur as well as selected
District Election Officers of Bihar and Uttar Pradesh. The Conference will be chaired by Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar along with Election Commissioners Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh
Sandhu. Mr. Kumar on many occasions highlighted the challenge of urban apathy and migration from
rural areas as reasons for low participation.
<><><>

Scrutiny of nominations for the second phase of Lok Sabha elections will take place today
except in Jammu and Kashmir. Scrutiny in Jammu and Kashmir will be held tomorrow. Filing of
nominations for this phase ended yesterday. In this phase, 88 Lok Sabha seats in 12 States and
Union Territories along with the remaining part of the Outer Manipur Lok Sabha constituency will go
to polls on the 26th of this month.
<><><>

The BJP's Election Manifesto Committee meeting has been conducted at Party headquarters in
New Delhi yesterday, to finalise the Party's manifesto for the ensuing Lok Sabha polls. It was the
second meeting of the 27-member Committee headed by Senior BJP leader Rajnath Singh. Senior
party leaders such as Nirmala Sitharaman, Ashwini Vaishnaw, Kiren Rijiju and others attended the
meeting.

Meanwhile, Congress will release its manifesto for the Lok Sabha polls today.
<><><>

The Congress has released another list of three candidates for the ensuing elections to the Lok
Sabha from Gujarat. Party has fielded Jashpalsinh Padhiyar from Vadodara constituency, Hirabhai

Jotva from Junagadh, and Rutvikbhai Makwana from Surendranagar.



<><><>

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will announce its first bi-monthly monetary policy of Financial
Year 2024-25 today. The Reserve Bank Governor Shaktikanta Das-headed, Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) began its three-day deliberation on Wednesday. The decision taken at the MPC
meeting will be announced today. A total of six MPC meetings are scheduled for the fiscal year 2024-
25 that began on 1st of this month.

Economists expect that the central bank would once again keep the key interest rate
unchanged and focus more on inflation control.

The last time, the RBI hiked the repo rate to 6.5 per cent in February 2023 and since then it
has held the rate at the same level in its last six bi-monthly policies.
<><><>

Central Board of Secondary Education has introduced changes in assessment and evaluation to
align with the National Education Policy 2020. The format will now be based on more competency-
based questions and fewer constructed response questions.

As per the revised guidelines, the competency-focused questions in the form of Multiple Choice
Questions or case-based questions, source-based integrated questions or any other type in Class 11
and 12 have been increased from 40 per cent to 50 per cent. On the other hand, the constructed
response questions, including short answer questions and long answer type questions, as per the
existing pattern have been reduced from 40 per cent to 30 per cent in the 2024-25 academic
sessions. The evaluation percentage for the select response type questions will remain the same,
which is 20 per cent.However, no changes have been made to the composition of question papers for
year-end examination for classes 9 and 10 for the new academic session 2024-25.
<><><>

In IPL Cricket, Sunrisers Hyderabad will face Chennai Super Kings at the Rajiv Gandhi
International Stadium in Hyderabad. The match will start at 7.30 PM.
<><><>
AND THAT IS THE END OF THIS NEWS BULLETIN.

(SIGNATURE TUNE)
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