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Campaigning is picking up momentum as the polling date for the first phase of
Lok Sabha elections is nearing. Senior leaders of major political parties are actively
campaigning in different states which are going for polls in this phase. BJP has started
its campaigning on a war footing. Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi
has addressed the first election rally in Rajasthan, near Kotputli. He said that BJP won
all 25 seats in 2014 and 2019 from the state and the same is going to happen this time
too. Mr. Modi said that this is not a general election, but the election of developed India
and developed Rajasthan.

On the other hand, Congress state president Govind Singh Dotasara, former
chief minister Ashok Gehlot and senior party leaders addressed nomination rallies of
party candidates in Pali and Jodhpur. Addressing the nomination rally in Pali yesterday,
Mr Dotasara said that the public should compare the work of the last ten years of the
Central Government and the work of the Manmohan Singh Government.

<><><>

The Congress has released another list of 17 candidates for the ensuing Lok

Sabha polls yesterday. The party has fielded former Union Minister M. M. Pallam Raju



from Kakinada Lok Sabha seat, while Andhra Pradesh Congress president Y S Sharmila
Reddy will contest from Kadapa. Party leader J D Seelam will contest from Bapatla Lok
Sabha seat in Andhra Pradesh. Former Union Minister Tariq Anwar will contest from
Katihar Lok Sabha seat in Bihar while Amir Chand Nayak will fight from Kandhamal Lok
Sabha seat in Odisha. The party also released a list of 114 candidates for Andhra
Pradesh Assembly polls and 49 candidates for Odisha Assembly Polls.

<><><>

Election Commission has launched Myth Vs Reality register to combat the spread
of misinformation in General Elections 2024. The poll body in a release said that this
platform can be used to verify information, prevent the spread of misinformation,
debunk myths, and stay informed about key issues during the General Elections.

<><><>

Union Home Minister and senior BJP leader Amit Shah has urged the party
workers to reach out to the voters and educate them about the Viksit Bharat agenda. In
his address to the Shakti pramukhs of five Lok Sabha constituencies in Bengaluru
yesterday, he said BJP promotes Viksit Bharat and INDIA alliance promotes corruption.
He asked the party workers to tell the public about the 10 years of UPA rule that
allegedly committed corruption to the tune of 12 lakh crore rupees and 10 years of NDA
rule which helped the economy climb to the fifth place and lifted 25 crore people above
poverty.

Meanwhile, Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has questioned Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for not visiting the state when it was in distress. Addressing the
media persons in Mysuru yesterday, Siddaramaiah asked the Union Minister whether
the people should vote for BJP which did not respond to the drought distress call given
by the state. He also alleged that the Centre has not given Karnataka its share of
Central taxes.

<><><>

Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh has said that disengagement and de-escalation is
the way forward to deal with the current situation along the northern borders. He
expressed confidence that while troops are standing firm, the ongoing talks for peaceful
resolution will continue.

Addressing the Army Commanders Conference in New Delhi yesterday, Mr.
Singh lauded efforts of Army and security forces on the western borders. He highlighted
the stellar role played by the Army in guarding country’s borders and fighting terrorism
and providing assistance to the civil administration in hour of need.

<><><>

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said that the Israel's armed forces
had "unintentionally" struck a convoy from the humanitarian group, World Central
Kitchen (WCK), in Gaza yesterday. The strike killed six aid workers and their Palestinian
driver. Netanyahu, who has rejected almost unequivocally international criticism over
the war against Hamas, said that Israel deeply regrets the tragic incident.

In response to the killings, the disaster relief organization, WCK suspended its
operations delivering vital food aid in Gaza. The organization said despite coordinating
movements with the Israeli military, the convoy was hit as it was leaving the Deir al-



Balah warehouse. The team had unloaded more than 100 tons of humanitarian food aid
brought to Gaza on the maritime route, it added.

Earlier, the Israel Defense Forces, IDF expressed "sincere sorrow" over the
deaths while stopping short of accepting responsibility. The IDF said it will confduct an
in-depth investigation of the incident by the most senior ranks, in order to understand
all the circumstances of the incident.

<><><>

In IPL Cricket, Lucknow Super Giants defeated Royal Challengers Bengaluru by
28 runs at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru last night. Chasing a target of
182, Bengaluru were all out for 153 runs in 19.4 overs. Mayank Yadav scalped three
wickets for the Super Giants.

Today, Delhi Capitals will face Kolkata Knight Ridersat the Y.S. Rajasekhara
Reddy Cricket Stadium in Visakhapatnam. The match will start at 7.30 PM, IST.

<><><>
AND THAT IS THE END OF THIS NEWS BULLETIN.
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REV TRAI - BROADCASTING POLICY

Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) today released a
Consultation Paper on inputs for formulation of National Broadcasting
Policy-2024. Communications Ministry said, the broadcasting sector is a
sunrise sector having huge potential to contribute towards the growth of
the Indian economy. The Ministry said that the inputs for formulation of
policy aim at stipulating the vision, objectives and strategies for the
planned development and growth of the broadcasting sector in the era of
new and emerging technologies. The Consultation Paper highlights
pertinent issues prevalent in the broadcasting sector with an objective of
making India a Global Content Hub. The paper also discusses on
strengthening the public service broadcasting, issues on various segments
of media and entertainment sector, combating piracy and ensuring content
security. The Ministry said, this Consultation Paper on Inputs for
formulation of National Broadcasting Policy-2024 has been prepared for
seeking comments from stakeholders by 30th April and has been placed on
TRAI's website.

Earlier, Information and Broadcasting Ministry had
requested TRAI to provide its inputs for formulation of the
National Broadcasting Policy.
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PAKISTAN MINISTER - COMMENT

Defence Minister of Pakistan Khawaja Asif has expressed hope for the
betterment of the relations with India. He was addressing the reporters
outside the Parliament House in Islamabad. The bilateral ties between
India and Pakistan have their own background, however it could be
improved after the elections there, he added.

Asif's comments came days after External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said that Pakistan is sponsoring terrorism almost at an industry
level and the mood in India now is not to overlook terrorists and it will not
skirt this problem anymore.
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