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- AR IV G
IRAN-ISRAEL

Iran fired air defense missiles  near the central city of Isfahan after spotting drones
this morning. The firing raised fears of a possible Israeli strike in retaliation for
Tehran’s unprecedented drone-and-missile assault on the country. As per initial media
reports, Israeli drones have hit a site in Isfahan province of Iran, days after Tehran
launched a drone strike on Israel in response to an attack at the Iranian embassy in
Syria. However the Iran's news agency said an explosion were heard at  Isafahan
airport but the cause was not immediately known. Another News Agency is quoting
an unnamed senior military official said the morning explosions heard in Isfahan were
related to an air defence activity over the city.

U.S. officials declined to comment , but American broadcast networks quoting
unnamed U.S. officials said Israel carried out the attack.

Flights in several Iranian cities were briefly suspended. There were also reports of
explosions in Syria and Iraq.

REV LS POLLS FIRST PHASE
The voting for the first phase of Lok Sabha elections has begun. A total of 102

Parliamentary constituencies which include 11 Lok Sabha seats reserved for ST and 18
seats reserved for SC are going to polls in this phase. These constituencies are spread



over 17 states and four Union Territories. These are from States including Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Meghalaya. Senior BJP leaders and
Union Ministers Nitin Gadkari, Sarbananda Sonowal, Kiren Rijiju, Dr lJitendra Singh,
Sanjeev Balyan and as well as BIP leaders Tamilisai Soundararajan and Jitin Prasada,
and Congress leaders Gaurav Gogoi, Karti Chidambaram and Nakul Nath and DMK's
Dayanidhi Maran are prominent faces whose political fate will be sealed in the EVMs
today. A total of 1,625 candidates are in the fray in this phase.

The Voting which started at 7 AM will continue till 6 PM in most areas. In
North-Eastern States and Hill States voting will conclude by 4 PM and 5 PM.
However in Left Wing Extermism affected area voting will conclude early at 3
PM and 4 PM.

One lakh 63 thousand polling stations have been set up for 16 crore 63 lakh voters in
this phase. Out of the total voters, 8 crore 40 lakhs are male, 8 crore 23 lakhs are
female while over 11 thousand are third gender electors. Around 36 lakh first-time
voters will also exercise their franchise. In this phase, over 14 lakh 85 plus voters and
around 14 lakh PwD voters have been provided the option to vote from their homes.
The Election Commission has ensured that basic facilities like water, sheds, toilets,
ramps, volunteers, wheelchairs, and electricity are in place so that every voter can cast
their vote with ease. Forty-one helicopters, 84 special trains, and one lakh vehicles have
been deployed to ferry polling and security personnel. 361 observers have been
deployed in different Parliamentary Constituencies to keep a vigil on the polling process.
Over 4 thousand Flying Squads, more than five thousand Statistics Surveillance Teams,
and over 2 thousand Video Surveillance teams are keeping surveillance around the
clock to strictly and swiftly deal with any form of inducement of voters. Webcasting is
being done in more than 50 percent of the polling stations along with the deployment
of micro observers in all polling stations. Over one thousand three hundred inter-state
and 162 international Border checkposts are keeping a strict vigil on any illicit flow of
liquor, drugs, cash, and freebies. Strict surveillance is also being kept at sea and air
routes.

KERALA ELECTION

With only a week left for Lok Sabha polls in Kerala, the three major political fronts are
intensifying their campaign along with national leaders. BJP National President JP
Nadda will campaign in Wayanad, Palakkad, Kottayam and Thiruvananthapuram
districts today.Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi will visit Chalakudy, Pathanamthitta and
Thiruvananthapuram constituencies tomorrow for UDF. Karnataka Minister K.J. George
is also on tour to Kerala for the UDF campaign.



Meanwhile CPM polit bureau member Subhasini Ali will campaign for LDF today.Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan is campaigning Kozhikode constituency today.
- <><>Mayusha. A.M/Thiruvananthapuram/Mail/0807

UPDATE-1 TN (WITH INTRO)

In Tamilnadu, where polling is taking place for all 39 parliamentary constituencies in a
single phase, voting is progressing at brisk pace. By A.M. per cent voting
was recorded. Chief Minister M.K.Stalin, Film Rajinikant, Ajith Kumar, Tamilisai
Soundarrajan and are among important personalities and celebrities who have already
exercised their franchise. Our correspondent reports that webcasting is being done at
65 per cent of the polling booths. Out of over six crore voters in the state, more than
ten lakh are the first time voters.

UPDATE-1 MP

Voting is being held on six Lok Sabha seats in the first phase of Lok Sabha elections in
Madhya Pradesh. An average of 15 percent votes were caste in the first two hours. The
highest voting percentage of 16.53 percent was recorded in Balaghat and the lowest
13.53 percent in Sidhi.

UPDATE-1 MANIPUR

In Manipur, voting for the first phase Lok Sabha Election is being held for thirty
assembly segments of Inner Parliamentary Constituency and fifteen assembly segments
of Outer Manipur Parliamentary Constituency. In the Inner Lok Sabha seat, Six
candidates are in fray, while four candidates are contesting for Outer Lok Sabha seat.
Our Correspondent reports, polling has been incident free so far. Around 30 per cent
voting in Inner Manipur and 26 per cent in Outer Manipur was recorded by 11 AM.

BIHAR CAMPAIGNING

In Bihar, campaigning is underway for the second phase of Lok Sabha elections in five
parliamentary constituencies. Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge will address a
public meeting at Rajendra Stadium this evening in Katihar. RID leader Tejaswi Prasad
Yadav addressed election rally in Bhairoganj in Banka parliamentary constituency today.
RID leader is also scheduled to address rallies in Purnea, Darbhanga and Samastipur in



support of Alliance candidates. Senior BJP leaders, Samrat Choudhary and Vijay Kumar
Sinha are also holding public meetings in support of NDA candidates.

VOTING PERCENTAGE 1

Here is the voter turnout in some of the other states till 11 AM.
- In Tamil Nadu, nearly 24 per cent.

- Uttarakhand, nearly 25 per cent.

- Arunachal Pradesh, over 19 per cent.

- Meghalaya, over 13 per cent.

- Uttar Pradesh, over 25 per cent.

- Maharashtra, more than 19 per cent, and

West Bengal over 33 per cent.

1305 STATES-VOTER TURNOUT

Here is the voter turnout in some other states till 11 AM.
- In Sikkim, nearly 24 per cent.

- Bihar, over 20 per cent.

- Assam, over 27 per cent.

- Chhattisgarh, over 28 per cent.

- Uttar Pradesh, over 25 per cent.

- Maharashtra, more than 19 per cent.

- Manipur more than 29 per cent, and

- Rajasthan over 22 per cent.
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