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A voter turnout of 60.96 per cent was recorded in the second phase of the
Lok Sabha Election yesterday. In this phase, 88 Lok Sabha seats went to
polls. Polling remained largely peaceful with voters from various walks of
life participating enthusiastically despite the heat wave. The polling for the
Betul Parliamentary Constituency of Madhya Pradesh, which was scheduled
in the second phase will now be held in the third phase due to the demise
of the BSP candidate. The Election Commission said, 102 villages in the
Bastar division of Chattisgarh witnessed polling in Lok Sabha for the first
time.

Our correspondent reports that some of the prominent candidates
whose political fate was sealed in the EVMs are Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi from Wayanad in Kerala, CPl's Annie Raja, who also contested from
Wayanad, Union Minister Rajeev Chandrasekhar from Thiruvananthapuram,
Congress leader Shashi Tharoor from Thiruvananthapuram, Tejasvi Surya
of BJP from Bengaluru South & Hema Malini of BJP from Mathura. Other
key candidates included BJP's Arun Govil from Meerut, ex-Karnataka CM
HD Kumaraswamy from Mandya and Pappu Yadav from Purnea.

<><><>

Prime Minister and Senior BJP leader Narendra Modi will address a
public rally at the Tapovan grounds in Kolhapur city this evening. Mr. Modi
is canvassing for Mahayuti candidates Sanjay Mandlik of Kolhapur
constituency and Dhairyasheel Mane of Hatkanangle. In Kolhapur, the
Congress has fielded Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj, scion of the Kolhapur



royal family against Shiv Sena's sitting MP Sanjay Mandlik. Meanwhile,
Congress General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi will campaign in the Latur
district to support the party's candidate Dr Shivaji Kalge. In Latur, the
Bharatiya Janata Party has nominated sitting MP Sudhakar Shrangare
against Dr Shivaji Kalge. Polling on the Kolhapur, Hatkanangle and Latur
Lok Sabha seats will be held in the third phase on the 7th of May.

<><><>

Prime Minister and Senior BJP leader Narendra Modi will address a
public meeting as a part of the election campaign at Vasco in Goa this
evening. The voting for two Lok Sabha seats in Goa will take place on the
7th of May for the third phase of General Elections. The North Goa seat is
currently represented by a five-time MP and Union Minister of State for
tourism, ports, shipping and waterways Shripad Naik from BJP and the
South Goa seat is represented by Francisco Sardinha of Congress. This
time BJP has repeated its candidate in North Goa but fielded a new face of
Pallavi Dempo in South Goa. The Congress has announced the names of
former Union Minister Ramakant Khalap and Viriato Fernandes as its
candidates from the North and South Goa Lok Sabha seats.
<><><>
<><><>
The India Meteorological Department, IMD has issued a red alert for

severe heatwave conditions in Odisha and Gangetic West Bengal for the
next few days. The IMD said, heat wave conditions are expected in isolated
pockets over Bihar, Jharkhand, Telangana, Rayalaseema, Interior
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, East Uttar Pradesh, Kerala, Mahe, Konkan, West
Uttar Pradesh, Coastal Andhra Pradesh and Yanam till the 30th of this
month.

<><><>

TAIWAN-QUAKE

Taiwan was hit by a series of at least 10 earthquakes of varying
magnitude in the early hours today, with the strongest reaching 6.1
magnitude. According to the island's Central Weather Administration, the
earthquakes occurred around 40 kilometers from Hualien City on the east
coast, at a depth of 18.9 kilometers.

Taiwan's National Fire Agency said there were no immediate reports
of damage. Media reports said, no tsunami warning reports followed the
earthquakes, which triggered mobile phone alarms in capital Taipei, and



came just several days after dozens of quakes shook the island. The
government said they were aftershocks from a deadly 7.4 magnitude
quake that hit the island more than two weeks ago, which Taiwan said was
the strongest in 25 years. At least 17 people were killed after the quake
triggered landslides that blocked roads and severely damaged buildings
around the main Hualien city. <><><>
SWATI/VARIOUS

SOURCES/0727 HRS

In Archery, India's Jyothi Surekha Vennam and Abhishek Verma stormed
into the compound mixed team final at the Archery World Cup Stage 1 in
Shanghai yesterday. In a close match, the world No.2 Indians triumphed
over their Mexican opponents, Andrea Becerra and Lot Maximo Ortiz, 155-
151. Vennam and Verma will face the lower-ranked Estonian siblings, Robin
Jaatma and Lisell Jaatma in the final clash today.

<><><>
SB FSP-11 27.04.2024
IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Punjab Kings defeated Kolkata Knight Riders by 8
wickets in Kolkata last night. Chasing a target of 262 runs, Punjab achieved
the score for the loss of two wickets in 18.4 overs. Jonny Bairstow was the
top scorer for Punjab, remaining unbeaten at 108 runs. Shashank Singh
made 68 runs. Earlier, put in to bat, Kolkata posted 261 for the loss of six
wickets in the stipulated 20 overs. Philip Salt was the top scorer for Kolkata
with 75 runs followed by Sunil Narine with the kncok of 71 runs. Punjab
won the toss and opted to bowl. Jonny Bairstow was declared the Player of
the match. Kolkata Knight Riders are on second position in the points table,
boasting five wins out of eight matches while Punjab Kings are at the
eighth spot with three victories of nine matches.

Today, Delhi Capitals will take on Mumbai Indians in Delhi this
afternoon. The match will start at 3.30 PM. In another match, Lucknow
Super Giants will lock horns with the table toppers, Rajasthan Royals in
Lucknow this evening. The match is scheduled to begin at 7.30 PM.
Lucknow Super Giants are on fourth placed in the table. Delhi Capitals are
on sixth spot with four victories out of nine matches and Mumbai Indians
are on ninth position with three wins in eight matches.
<><><>SWATI/CB/0628 HRS



