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EC OVERALL FIRST PHASE

High voter turnout of over 60 percent has been reported, in initial
reports, in the 102 Lok Sabha seats which went to polls in the first phase
of the Lok Sabha elections today. Polling remained largely peaceful with
voters from various walks participating enthusiastically despite heat wave
in a dazzling display of civic responsibility and pride. Of the 102
Parliamentary constituencies, 11 Lok Sabha seats are reserved for ST and
18 seats are reserved for SC. These constituencies are spread over 17
states and four Union Territories. These are from States including Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and
Meghalaya.

Three Lok Sabha seats of West Bengal recorded a high voter turnout
of over 77.57 percent, eight seats of Uttar Pradesh saw a voter turnout of
over 57.61 percent, four seats of Bihar recorded over 47.49 percent,
Rajasthan recorded over 50.95 percent for eight Parliamentary
constituencies, five seats of Maharashtra saw a voter turnout of over 55.29
percent, five seats of Assam recorded over 71.38 per cent and all 39 seats
of Tamil Nadu recorded a voter turnout of over 62.19 percent in the first
phase. All five seats in Uttarakhand recorded poll percentage of 53.64
percent, and one seat of Chhattisgarh recorded voter turnout of 63.41
percent.

A total of 1625 candidates were in the fray in this phase. Senior BIP
leaders and Union Ministers Nitin Gadkari, Sarbananda Sonowal, Kiren
Rijiju, Dr Jitendra Singh, Sanjeev Balyan and as well as BIP leaders
Tamilisai Soundararajan and Jitin Prasada, and Congress leaders Gaurav
Gogoi, Karti Chidambaram and Nakul Nath and DMK's Dayanidhi Maran are
prominent faces whose political fate were sealed in the EVMs today.

The Election Commission has thanked voters and entire election
machinery. Fifty six villages in Chhattisgarh's Bastar, and Shompen tribe of
Great Nicobar voted for the first time. Shompen tribe are the indigenous
people of the interior of Great Nicobar Island and are designated as a
Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group. A large number of first-time voters



also participated enthusiastically.

Our correspondent reports that against the backdrop of a largely
peaceful and conducive environment, the nation's diverse electorate
painted vivid pictures of democracy in action. From bustling city centres to
remote villages, the polling stations witnessed a colourful convergence of
voters spanning generations and backgrounds. Polling was seamless, based
on meticulous planning and execution by the Commission and its officials in
the field.
<><>Suparna/Anand/2015 hrs
NOMINATIONS
The filing of nominations for the third phase of Lok Sabha polls ended
yesterday. 94 Parliamentary seats in 10 States and two Union Territories
will go to polls in this phase on the 7th of May. Scrutiny of papers will take
place today. Monday is the last day for the withdrawal of candidature.
HIMANI::CR SSP-1 19.04.2024
MP-PM RALLY

Prime Minister and senior BJP leader Narendra Modi said that this
election is not just an election to elect one MP rather it is the election of
the country. This is an election to ensure the future of the country and to
make the country a big power in the world in the coming 5 years.

Mr Modi was addressing an election meeting in Damoh, Madhya
Pradesh today. He said that when there is an atmosphere of war in the
world, there is a great need in India for a government working on a war
footing manner and this work can be done only by the BJP government
with full majority. He said that there is a BJP government in the country
which is neither subjugated by anyone nor bows down before anyone. Our
principle is nation first. He added that India should get cheap oil and
farmers should get adequate fertilizers, hence BJP took decisions in the
interest of the country.

In the second phase, voting will be held on 6 seats of Madhya
Pradesh including Damoh on April 26. These seats of the second phase
include Tikamgarh, Damoh, Khajuraho, Satna, Rewa and Hoshangabad .

Mr Modi had visited Madhya Pradesh for the fourth time in 12 days.
Earlier, the Prime Minister had done a road show in Jabalpur on 7th April.
On 9th April he held a meeting in Balaghat and on 14th April in Pipariya of
Narmadapuram. The Prime Minister said that there was an atmosphere of
despair all around the country. He said- In 2014, Modi brought hope
among you and when he came again in 2019, he brought confidence and
today in 2024, Modi has come to you with a guarantee. He said that
Modi's guarantee means guarantee of fulfillment. Modi's guarantee is that
every beneficiary including the poor, farmers, youth and mothers and
sisters will get 100 percent facilities.
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G-7 MEETING

Group of Seven foreign ministers have warned of new sanctions against
Iran today for its drone and missile attack on Israel, and urged both sides
to avoid an escalation of the conflict. Chairing the meeting of ministers of
industrialized countries at Capri in Italy, the Italian Foreign Minister Antonio
Tajani said the agenda of the three-day meeting has been changed to
address the latest developments.Earlier today, Israel has launched a strike
against Iran in retaliation for its weekend attack, though media from both
countries appeared to downplay the severity of the incident. According to
media reports, Iran fired air defences from a major air base and a nuclear
site near the central Iranian city of Isfahan after spotting drones. The
United States told the Group of Seven foreign ministers that it received last
minute information from Israel about a drone action in Iran, but did not
participate in the apparent attack.

<><>PKM/NET/1947
HIMANI RANA ::AK SSP-1 19.04.2024
EVE. PM- WARDHA RALLY

In Maharashtra, Prime Minister and Senior BJP leader Narendra Modi
said, the development projects like Nagpur- Mumbai Samruddhi Express
Highway, Nagpur-Goa Green Highway, Railway connectivity between
Wardha- Yavatmal- Nanded-, Dry port in Sindi Railway, Textile park in
Amravati will change the face of Vidarbha which was earlier known to be
one of the backward region in the state. Mr. Modi was addressing an
election campaigning rally at Talegaon in Wardha today. On this occasion
he appealed to people for electing the BJP candidate Ramdas Tadas from
Wardha constituency.

While highlighting the works done by his government in the last 10
years, Mr. Modi informed that, in the last ten years 25 crore people were
lifted out of poverty and 4 crore poor families were given concrete houses
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. He explained that his government has
done the work of providing drinking water connection to 11 crore people
and electricity to every village.

On this occasion Mr. Modi also stated that, In the next five years, 3 crore
houses will be built for the poor, piped water and gas will be provided to
every family and free treatment up to Rupees 5 lakhs will be provided to
the elders above 70 years of age.

While underlining the importance of women development, Mr. Modi said,
More than one and a half lakh women are associated with the self help
groups in Wardha district alone. He informed that his government has sent



assistance worth 1,200 crore Rupees for such Self Help Groups in Wardha .
He also said that to ensure an allround participation of women in sectors
like IT and retail the NDA government has also launched schemes like
Drone Didi, Lakhpati Didi.

Meanwhile, from MahavikasAghadi, Nationalist Congress Party -
Sharadchandra Pawar faction has fielded Amar Kale from Wardha
Constituency. The NCP Candidate is contesting for the first time from this
constituency.The Bahujan Samaj Party has given candidature for Dr.
Mohan Raikwar. Total 24 candidates are in the fray in Wardha
constituency. Wardha and other 4 constituencies in Western Vidarbha -
Amravati, Yavatmal -Washim, Buldana and Akola will go to poll on 26th of
this month.
<><><>Dhananjay Wankhede/Nagpur/MAIL/2043 HRS
S N DAS::SUSHMA TSP 1 19.04.2024
RAILWAYS- TRIPS

Indian Railways has carried 2 crore 86 lakh long-distance passengers
in @ short span of three days from 14th to 16th of this month. Indian
Raiways is running nine thousand 111 additional trips to reduce rush in
summer till the 30th June which started from 1st of April. Over one crore
long distance passengers were carried on 15th of this month.
<><>RAHISUDDIN/2325 HRS
S N DAS::SUSHMA TSP-II 19.04.2024
REV.NT.IPL CRICKET

In IPL Cricket, Lucknow Super Giants defeated Chennai Super Kings
by 8 wickets at Ekana International Cricket Stadium in Lucknow tonight.
Chasing 177 for victory, Lucknow Super Giants overhauled the target with 8
wickets in hand and 6 balls to spare. Earlier, put into bat, Chennai Super
Kings scored 176 for 6 in the stipulated 20 overs. K L Rahul contributed
brilliant 82 off 53 balls for Lucknow while Ravindra Jadeja scored highest
57 off 40 for Chennai. Krunal Pandya picked up 2 wickets for Lucknow. K L
Rahul was adjudged player of the match. Tomorrow, Delhi Capitals
will take on Sunrisers Hyderabad at Arun Jaitley Stadium in New Delhi. The
match will start at 7.30 PM, IST.

<><>CB/NET/TV/2330 HRS

IMD

The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast severe heatwave
over East India and heatwave over South Peninsular India for the next
couple of days. The IMD said, heat wave conditions will prevail over
Odisha, Gangetic West Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, Telangana, Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and interior Tamil Nadu till the 23rd of April. The weather
department has also forecast heavy rainfall with thunderstorms, lightning



and gusty winds over Northwest and Northeast India for the next three to
four days. Meanwhile, the IMD said, Delhi will witness strong surface winds
and a generally cloudy sky with drizzle for the next few days.



