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POLLING ROUND UP

Polling for the first phase of Lok Sabha elections concluded this evening in 102
Constituencies across 21 States and Union Territories. Barring a few incidents the
polling was by and large peaceful. As per initial reports, overall about 62 per cent voting
was recorded till 5 PM. Along with Lok Sabha elections, single phase Legislative
Assembly Elections were also held in Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim.

In Arunachal Pradesh, where polling was held for two Lok Sabha seats, over 63
voters exercised their franchise.

In Tamilnadu, where polling was held for all 39 parliamentary constituencies
today, 62 per cent voting was recorded.

In West Bengal, where Lok Sabha polling is being held in all seven phases,
polling was held in three seats of Alipurduars, Jalpaiguri and Coochbehar. Overall more
than 77 per cent votes were caste in the state today.

Uttar Pradesh is also going to polls in all seven phases. More than 57 per cent
voters exercised their franchise in eight constituencies, which went to polls today.

In Rajasthan, where polling was held for 12 seats today, an average of 50 per
cent voting was recorded.

In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, 65 per cent voting was recorded
in Udhampur Lok Sabha constituency.

Among the Northeastern states, Nagaland recorded over 56 per cent, Mizoram



53 per cent, Meghalaya 70 per cent and Manipur over 68 per cent votes.
Along with Lok Sabha Elections, By-polls for Vilavancode Assembly seat in Tamil

Nadu and Rampur Assembly Constituency in Tripura were also held.

REV. KEY CONTESTANTS

Prominent candidates whose political fate will be decided in this phase include
Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, Nitin Gadkari contesting from Nagpur,
Maharashtra, former Chief Minister of Uttarakhand, Trivendra Singh Rawat from
Haridwar, Union Minister of State for Defence and Tourism Ajay Bhatt from Nainital-
Udhamsingh Nagar, Union Minister of Law and Justice Arjun Ram Meghwal from Bikaner
in Rajasthan and former Chief Minister of Tripura Biplab Kumar Deb from Tripura West.
State BIP chief of Tamil Nadu K. Annamalai from Coimbatore, former Governor of
Telangana Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan from Chennai South, DMK Leader Kanimojhi
from Thoothukudi, former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu O. Paneerselvam from
Ramanathapuram, Film Star Radhikaa Sarathkumar from Virudhunagar, Union
Minister of State for Animal Husbandry and Dairying Sanjeev Baliyan from
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar Pradesh and Nakul Nath son of Congress Leader Kamal Nath from
Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh are also in the fray.

MALLIKARHUN - BIHAR

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge today said, BIP is running away from real
issues like inflation and unemployment because they have ulterior motives which are
not good for democracy. Addressing a public meeting at Rajendra Stadium in Katihar,
Mr Kharge said his party has given call for crusade against divisive forces and save
constitution. He said BIP is toppling elected governments in states by using money
power and misuse of enforcement agencies. Mr. Kharge alleged that Congress leaders
like Indira Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi have sacrificed their lives for the unity of country but
BJP has not such history.

Earlier, Mr. Kharge addressed his first public meeting in Bihar from Bahadurganj
in Kishanganj.

RAJNATH SINGH- TELANGANA

Defence Minister and BJP senior leader Rajnath Singh today said, BIP
Government remained free from corruption during the past decade and is committed for
the nation building. Speaking at an election rally in Secunderabad in Telangana, Mr.
Rajnath Singh criticised Congress for becoming corrupt whenever it comes to power. He
said, the Congress has become outdated and losing its relevance in the country’s
political spectrum. Mr Singh reiterated that the BJP does politics for the sake of the
nation building and not merely for gaining power.

He also attacked Congress and BRS and said, the ruling party in Telangana has
no moral right to seek votes without fulfilling the poll promises. Mr. Singh said, within
seven years after Modi took over as Prime Minister, the country has become the fastest
growing economy in the world. He said the BJP has fulfilled all the promises such as
construction of Ram temple in Ayodhya, abrogation of Article 370 and abolition of triple
talag. Ruling out allegations regarding CAA, he also asserted that minorities in the



country will not lose citizenship under CAA.<><><>

AKHILESH RALLY

Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh Yadav today alleged that NDA government has not
kept farmers' welfare in mind. Addressing a rally at Gautam Budhh Nagar in NOIDA
today, Mr Yadav said if the coalition between INDI Alliance and his party comes to
power, they will ensure that farmers get legal guarantee for MSP. He claimed that
Samajwadi Party has always worked for the development of Uttar Pradesh.

RBI- MPC

Majority of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) monetary policy committee members
expressed caution on upside risks to inflation, particularly emanating from uncertainties
in food prices, at the panel's policy review, showed the minutes of the meeting on April
19.

In March, India's retail inflation eased to a ten-month low of 4.85 percent, as
against 5.09 percent in February.

This data was released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation on April 12.

The inflation numbers were lowest since May 2023, when it was at 4.31
percent.

The RBI projected CPI inflation for 2024-25 at 4.5 per cent with Q1 at 4.9 per
cent; Q2 at 3.8 per cent; Q3 at 4.6 per cent; and Q4 at 4.5 per cent.

BANGLADESH-BGP

Amid a conflict between the Myanmar military and the armed rebel group in
Myanmar’s Rakhine, 13 more members of the Myanmar's Border Guard Police (BGP)
took shelter in Bangladesh on Thursday night.

Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) public relations officer (PRO) Shariful Islam said
on Friday that so far, a total of 274 BGP members have taken refuge in Bangladesh.

At first, the BGP members surrendered to the members of Bangladesh Coast
Guard (BCG) in the Naf River near the southern tip of Bangladesh after intruding into
Bangladesh territory, said a press release issued by BGB.

The BCG later handed over them to the BGB-11 battalion stationed in
Naikhongchhari, the release said.

Earlier in February, 330 members of Myanmar security forces including BGP,
army personnel and immigration officials had taken shelter in Bangladesh, reports UNB.

On February 15, they were handed over to Border Guard Police of Myanmar amid
tight security.

Meanwhile, media reports in Bangladesh say a ship is scheduled to arrive from
Myanmar either next Monday or Tuesday to retrieve members of the Border Guard
Police (BGP) who sought refuge in Bangladesh. However, their departure depends on
favorable weather conditions.



