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SHUKLA FSP-I

25.03.2024
HOLI

The festival of colours, Holi is being celebrated throughout the
country today. The festival signifies the victory of good over evil and
celebrates the arrival of Spring season. On this day, people apply Gulal or
colours on one another, exchange greetings, savour sweets, and seek the
blessings of elders.

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have greeted the people on the occasion.
The President said, Holi is a vibrant and joyous festival, which infuses hope
and enthusiasm into people's lives. She said various colours of Holi
symbolise the diversity of the country and this festival promotes the
feelings of love, unity and brotherhood among the people.

Vice President Dhankhar said, the festival serves as a poignant
juncture for everyone to rejuvenate bonds and welcome the advent of
spring. He said, Holi serves as an opportunity to reinforce connections, let
go of past grievances, and embrace new opportunities.

In his message, Prime Minister said, the festival of colors brings new
energy and enthusiasm in everyone's life.

CB/Suparna/0634

MSINGHAL FSP-I 24.03.2024
ONION-EXPORT

The Centre has extended the export ban on onion till further orders.
The decision has been taken to increase domestic availability and to keep
the prices of onion under check. Directorate General of Foreign Trade



DGFT in a notification said that prohibition on export of onions was valid till
31st March 2024 and it is extended until further orders.

On December last year, the Government had banned the export of
onions. However, it allowed the export of onions to friendly countries on a
case-to-case basis.

<><>ANUPAM/1255

TRIPTI SSP I
24.3.24

PARL DELEGATION
An Indian Parliamentary delegation being led Rajya Sabha Deputy

Chairman Harivansh is attending the 148th Assembly of Inter-
Parliamentary Union, IPU in Switzerland's Geneva. The delegation attended
the meetings of IPU Asia Pacific Geo Political Group, APG BRICS
Parliamentary Coordination Forum and IPU Forum of Women
Parliamentarians. It also held bilateral meeting with the Parliamentary
delegation of Thailand. During the meeting, the two sides discussed issues
of mutual interest and ways to enhance bilateral Parliamentary
cooperation.

<><>Suparna/1757

SHUKLA FSP-I
25.03.2024

IMD WEATHER

Indian Meteorological Department has forecast continued rain and
thunderstorm activity over Northeast India, Sub Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim till tomorrow. Light to moderate rainfall or snowfall was
observed at most places over Arunachal Pradesh, at many places over
Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-Gilgit-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad and at isolated
places over Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim. There is a forecast of enhancement of rainfall with
thunderstorm activity over Western Himalayan Region from tomorrow to
29th March.

PARAS/IMD/0654
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24.03.202
IRELAND- NEW PM

In Ireland, Simon Harris has been confirmed as the new leader of Irish
political party Fine Gael, paving the way for the 37-year-old to become
Ireland's youngest prime minister. Mr Harris, an Irish government minister,
was the only candidate to seek the party leadership. He is replacing Leo
Varadkar, who announced on Wednesday that he was stepping down as party
leader and PM. Harris is not expected to making any final decisions on his
cabinet until the Irish parliament is back on 9 April. Ireland is an island in the
North Atlantic Ocean, in north-western Europe.
<><><>SJA/NET/0155 HRS

SHUKLA FSP-II 25.03.2024
TABLE TENNIS- FEEDER BEIRUT- II

In Table Tennis, India’s Sreeja Akula won the women's singles title at
the WTT Feeder Beirut II 2024 table tennis tournament at the Al Kawthar
Secondary School in Lebanon yesteray. Akula, the world No. 47, beat
Luxembourg’s Sarah De Nutte to win what was her second WTT singles
career title. The 25-year-old's maiden crown came at the Feeder Corpus
Christi 2024 in Texas back in January.

Akula, however, failed to clinch a second table tennis title from the
Lebanon meet after she and her partner Diya Chitale, went down to Hong
Kong China’s Doo Hoi Kem and Zhu Chengzhu in the women’s doubles
final.

For the mixed doubles crown, India's Poymantee Baisya and Akash
Pal beat Sathiyan Gnanasekaran and Manika Batra, while in Men's Doubles
Final, Manush Shah and Manav Thakkar won the event of the WTT Feeder
Beirut- II tournament in Lebanon.

CB/SJA/NET/0610

BJP has released fifth list of candidates for 111 Lok Sabha seats. Actress Kangana
Ranaut will contest from Mandi Lok Sabha seat in Himachal Pradesh. Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan will fight from Sambalpur and BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra
from Puri Lok Sabha seat in Odisha. Union Minister Nityanand Rai will contest from
Ujiarpur, Union Minister Giriraj Singh from Begusarai and senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad from Patna Sahib Lok Sabha seat in Bihar. Former Union Minister
Maneka Gandhi will fight from Sultanpur. Former Congress leader Naveen Jindal, who
joined BJP yesterday will fight from Kurukshetra seat.
<><><>



Bharatiya Janata Party BJP has published second list of candidates for 19 Lok
Sabha seats in West Bengal. Earlier a list of 20 candidates had been published. Later a
candidate withdrew his name from Asansol. Now total 38 candidates' name have been
declared out of 42 parliamentary constituencies in the state. Veteran BJP leader
and former state president Mr Dilip Ghosh will contest from Bardhaman- Durgapur seat.
Ms Rekha Patra will contest from Basirhat Loksabha constituency. Former justice of
Kolkata High Court Abhijit Gangopadhyay is fielded in Tamluk seat. He recently resigned
from the post and he had given various important verdicts related to teacher
recruitment scam in West Bengal.
<><><>
The Congress released its fifth list yesterday comprising three candidates for the
forthcoming Lok Sabha elections. Congress leader Pratap Singh Khachariyawas will now
be contesting from Rajasthan’s Jaipur Lok Sabha constituency, while Murari Lal Meena
has been fielded from Dausa, an ST constituency of Rajasthan while Mrs Pratibha
Suresh Dhanorkar will run from the Chandrapur Lok Sabha constituency in Maharashtra.
Congress released the fourth list of 46 candidates on Saturday.
<><><>

A Mumbai court remanded the 35 Somalian pirates apprehended by the Indian Navy to
10 days of police custody yesterday. The pirates were nabbed by INS Kolkata off
Somalia coast. Indian Navy’s warship INS Kolkata nabbed the pirates after a 40-hour
long operation that commenced on March 15. According to the Indian Navy, INS
Kolkata intercepted pirate ship ex-MV Ruen in the Arabian Sea, a cargo vessel which
was being used as mother ship to undertake piracy. The Navy rescued 17 crew
members from the pirate ship.

BIHAR JD(U) LIST: In Bihar, the constituent of NDA alliance JD(U) today released the
list of its candidates from all 16 Lok Sabha seats. Most of the nominees are sitting MPs
who have again got a chance to contest Lok Sabha elections. The sitting MPs of Siwan
Lok Sabha seat Kavita Singh and Sitamarhi Parliamentary constituency Sunil Kumar
Pintu have been denied tickets by the party high command. The JD(U) leadership has
expressed faith in new entrant Vijay Laxmi Devi from Siwan and Devesh Chandra
Thakur from Sitamarhi Lok Sabha seats. Mr. Thakur is presently Chairman of Bihar
Legislative Council also. Former MP Lovely Anand is a new entrant in the list. She will
contest from Sheohar Lok Sabha seat. The JD(U) has got this seat from BIP in a seat
sharing agreement. Among the prominent faces who again got party tickets are Rajiv
Ranjan Singh alias Lalan Singh from Munger, Dinesh Chandra Yadav from Madhepura,
Kaushlendra Kumar from Nalanda and Santosh Kushwaha from Purnea. The names of
candidates were announced today in Patna by senior leaders including Party State Chief
Umesh Kushwaha, Sanjay Jha and others.



