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PM LAWYERS LETTER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today alleged that to browbeat and bully others is vintage
Congress culture. In a social media post referring to the letter written by a group of
lawyers to Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud expressing concern over attempts to
undermine the judiciary’s integrity, Mr Modi said five decades ago, Congress had called
for a committed judiciary. He claimed that Congress wants commitment from others for
their selfish interests but desists from any commitment towards the nation. He said that
it is no wonder that 140 crore Indians are rejecting them.

Prominent lawyers including Harish Salve, Manan Kumar Mishra, and Pinky Anand have
written to the Chief Justice of India. In the letter, they alleged that a vested interest
group is trying to pressure the judiciary, influence judicial process and defame courts on
the basis of frivolous logic and stale political agendas. They said their pressure tactics
are obvious in political cases, particularly those involving political figures accused of
corruption.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has alleged that to browbeat and bully others is vintage
Congress culture. In a social media post, referring to the letter written by a group of
lawyers to Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud expressing concern over attempts to
undermine the judiciary’s integrity, Mr Modi said five decades ago, Congress had called
for a committed judiciary. He claimed that Congress wants commitment from others for

their selfish interests but desists from any commitment towards the nation. He said that



it is no wonder that 140 crore Indians are rejecting them. Meanwhile, Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge said that it is not proper form for the Prime Minister to
comment on country's judiciary. Responding to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's remarks
on judiciary, Mr Kharge said India's institutions are the property of India's people. He
stressed that Congress party helped build and nurture these institutions. In the letter
written to the Chief Justice of India, prominent lawyers including Harish Salve, Manan
Kumar Mishra, and Pinky Anand have alleged that a vested interest group is trying to
pressure the judiciary, influence judicial process and defame courts on the basis of
frivolous logic and stale political agendas. They said their pressure tactics are obvious in
political cases, particularly those involving political figures accused of corruption.

President Droupadi Murmu

President Droupadi Murmu has emphasized that the infrastructure and construction
projects should be made climate-friendly and energy-efficient. Addressing a group of
Assistant Executive Engineers of CPWD at Rashtrapati Bhavan yesterday, the President
said, the buildings, roads and other infrastructure should be sustainable, energy-
efficient and environment-friendly. She added that the engineers should be innovative
in their approach so that they can effectively deal with emerging challenges.

REV. NTA-JEE MAINS

National Testing Agency (NTA) has issued advance intimation slip for the
allotment of examination city to the applicants who are appearing for the second
session of the JEE Mains exam this year. The session two of the Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE) Mains is scheduled to be conducted from 4™ of April to 12" of April
at various centres across three hundred nineteen cities throughout the country
including twenty two cities outside India. The exams will be held in two shifts each day.
The first shift will be held from 9 AM to 12 noon and the second shift will be held from
3 PM to 6 PM in the evening. However, the exam which is scheduled to be held on 12
of April will be conducted in the morning shift only. The candidates can check and
download their examination city through NTA's website using their application number
and date of birth. The agency in a statement also noted that this examination city
intimation slip cannot be used as the admit card by the candidates. It said, this is the
advance information for the allotment of the city where the examination centre will be
located.

NT. BADMINTON- MADRID OPEN

In Badminton, ace Indian shuttler PV Sindhu has advanced to the Women’s singles
quarter-finals of Madrid Spain Masters tournament in Madrid today. She registered a



comfortable win over Taiwanese player Y. Huang in straight games, 21-14, 21-12.
Sindhu will face Supanida Katethong of Thailand in the Quarterfinals. In Men’s
Doubles, Indian pair of Dhruv Kapila and M. R. Arjun also entered into quarters with an
impressive triumph over Scottish duo C. Grimley and M. Grimley in straight games 21-
17, 21-19. The will meet J. Arif and R. K. Yap of Malaysia in their next game.

In Women'S Doubles, star duo of Ashwini Ponnappa and Tanisha
Crasto defeated the Australian pair of Tiffany Ho and Gronya Somerville 21-
14, 21-8, while in Mixed Doubles, another Indian pair of N Sikki Reddy and B
Sumeet Reddy beat Allison Lee and Presley Smith of US in a tight match, 22-
20, 21-18.
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PALESTINE- NEW GOVT

In Palestine, President Mahmoud Abbas approved the formation of a new government
today. The newly elected government, which consists of 23 Ministers, will be led by
Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa. He will also serve as the foreign minister. According
to the official Palestinian news agency, WAFA, Mr. Mustafa presented the government's
work program and the proposed formation list to President. Accordingly, the President
issued granted confidence to the 19th government of the country. The new cabinet will
also include a State Minister for Relief Affairs.

Mustafa said in a cabinet statement addressed to Abbas that the first national
priority is an immediate ceasefire in Gaza and a complete Israeli withdrawal from the
enclave, in addition to allowing humanitarian aid to enter in large quantities and
reaching all areas, WAFA reported. The government will also work on reforming and
unifying institutions in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, it added.

The new government will take the constitutional oath before President Abbas
next Sunday.
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REV. MUKHTAR ANSARI- DIED

Jailed gangster-turned-politician, Mukhtar Ansari has died due to cardiac arrest at the
Banda Medical College Hospital in Uttar Pradesh tonight. He was admitted to the
hospital earlier in the day after his condition allegedly deteriorated when he fainted
inside the district jail where he was lodged.

UP DGP Prashant Kumar said that prohibitory orders under CrPC Section 144
were imposed across UP following Ansari's death. Security has been tightened in UP's



Ghazipur, Mau, Varanasi and other districts in the eastern UP region as a precautionary
measure. Last week Mukhtar’s lawyer had moved an application before a court in
Barabanki seeking proper medical examination, alleging that ‘slow poisoning” was being
administered to him by Banda prison staff where he was presently lodged.

The five-time MLA from eastern UP's Mau was involved in the property business
and was also involved in more than 60 criminal cases in UP and in many other places.
He was in custody since 2005. He contested elections twice as Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) candidate.
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