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EVE. PM SHIVAMOGGA RALLY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi came down heavily against the call given to
eliminate Shakti in Mumbai's Shivaji park yesterday. Taking strong exception to the
statement by the Congress leader, the Prime Minister said that it is an insult of Maa
Bharati, Nari Shakti, Karnataka Mata and Shivaji Maharaj who worshipped Maa Bhavani.
He highlighted the importance of Shakti in Hinduism and said that it was for this reason
that the spot touched by Chandrayaan rover is named as Shiv Shakti point. In his attack
against Congress, he charged that the British had handed over their principle of Divide
and Rule to the Congress party. He alleged that Congress divided the country on
religious lines, it divides on the basis of caste, community, language and region. He
recalled the statement given by Congress MP D K Suresh for a separate country in
South India.

The senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi further alleged that
Congress signifies corruption, loot and appeasement politics and BJP means
development and a strong Bharat. He noted that 25 crore people were brought above
the poverty line during his tenure in the country. He informed that 75 lakh people
benefitted from Ayushman Bharat free medical treatment, 40 lakh poor women were
given LPG gas connection and nine lakh people got houses in Karnataka. He assured
that in the next term of five years, all the eligible persons will be covered under various
social welfare schemes of the Central government. He also pointed out that after 10
years of his governance, the country is today recognised for its green corridors,
expressways, Vande Bharat and NAMO Bharat trains, high speed internet, UPI and
Metro services.<><><>

ADD KOLKATA-BUILDING

In West Bengal, 8 people have died and more are feared to be trapped an
under-construction building collapsed at Garden Reach area in Kolkata. Rescue
operation is going on. Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee and Governor Dr C V Ananda
Bose had visited the place. It is alleged that a pond was filled before construction was
started.



WB- DGP & IGP TRANSFER

Election Commission of India has asked state government of West Bengal to
transfer Mr. Rajeev Kumar (IPS), DGP & IGP to a post not related to election.
Commission has asked the state government to nominate a senior officer next to Rajeev
Kumar to be appointed as ad hoc DGP of police.

Meanwhile, Commission has also ordered to send by 5pm today, a panel of three
eligible officers among whom next DGP &IGP of West Bengal police can be recruited.
West Bengal will go to poll on 19th April under the first phase of Lok Sabha election
2024. The lok sabha election will be held in all the seven phases in the state.

ECI- HOME SECYS

Ahead of the Lok Sabha elections, the Election Commission today removed the
Home Secretaries in six states and West Bengal Director General of Police. Sources said
that the Home Secretaries have been removed in Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. The Secretaries of the General
Administrative Department in Mizoram and Himachal Pradesh have also been shifted.
Besides, the Poll Body has ordered the removal of Brihanmumbai Municipal
Commissioner Igbal Singh Chahal as well as Additional Commissioners and Deputy
Commissioners.

SIKKIM ELECTIONS

As per the direction of Election Commission of India the schedule for elections
for Sikkim is that the notification will be issued on 20th March, the last date for filing of
nominations will be on 27th March, the scrutiny of nominations will be held on 28th
March.

Similarly, the last date for the withdrawal of candidature is on 30th March, the
date of polls is on 19th April followed by counting of votes for Sikkim Legislative
Assembly on 2nd June and for Lok Sabha on 4th June and the date before which
elections shall be completed is on 6th June, 2024.

It was also mentioned that no nominations will be accepted during public
holidays.

The CEO notified that there are a total of 4,63,929 voters in Sikkim as on
16/03/2024, out of which there are 2,32,381 male voters and 2,31,545 female voters
and 03 third gender voters. Under service voters there are a total of 2,469 male voters
and 33 female voters, totaling to 2,502 voters. There are a total of 4,192 PwD voters all
over the State and a total of 2,473 Senior Citizen electors above 85 years.

In addition the CEO said that Assured Minimum Facilities along with accessibility
friendly infrastructure for PwDs and senior citizens will be made available in all polling
stations. Moreover, for voters under essential services such as Health, PHE, Power,
Media and others, he said that they are also eligible for postal ballots.

The CEO mentioned that the State has a total of 573 Polling stations with 88
polling stations falling under urban areas and 485 in rural areas. Adequate CAPF Forces



and Micro-Observers will be deputed at critical polling stations which will also have
webcasting arrangements.

Highlighting, the role of women in the electoral process the CEO said that 32
women polling teams has been proposed in the State. Similarly, a Polling Station
managed by them is being set up at Gangtok district. He also stated that there will be
06 model polling stations.

AJMER TRAIN-MISHAP

Four coaches and the engine of the Sabarmati-Agra superfast train derailed near
Ajmer in Rajasthan last night. Officials said, no one was injured in the incident. Train
number 12548 heading to Agra derailed at 1.04 am near the home signal of Madar. In
the wake of the ongoing track repair works, the Railways has cancelled six trains on the
route today.

TELANGANA GOVERNOR

Telangana Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry Dr. Tamilisai
Soundararajan has tendered her resignation with immediate effect. In a communique,
Raj Bhavan in Hyderabad informed this that the resignation letter has been submitted
to the President of India. The resignation is yet to be accepted. Meanwhile, sources said
that Dr Tamilisai will contest the Lok Sabha Election from Chennai South or somewhere
from Tamil Nadu.

NDMA-CONFERENCE

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) Member Rajendra Singh has
stressed that community led disaster mitigation initiatives are a crucial step in
strengthening the emergency response mechanism. He said, overall preparation is
everyone's preparation to reduce disaster risk. He was speaking at the inaugural session
of a two-day conference on industrial safety and Disaster risk reduction in New Delhi
today.

Talking on the culture of safety, Mr. Singh said, the industry needs to work with
the ‘Team India’ approach for disaster risk management. He said, cooperation from all
the stakeholders including central government, state government, organizations and
local people is crucial to effectively deal with disasters. He pointed out that the safe
evacuation of 41 laborers trapped in the tunnel of Silkyara, Uttrakhand is a great
example of collaborative approach.

Appreciating the adoption of risk management plans by Ministries and other
government bodies, Mr Singh urged the industry to have their own disaster
management plan so that they can tackle the situation in an effective manner.

SC-SBI BOND

The Supreme Court today directed the State Bank of India to make a complete
disclosure of all details related to electoral bonds, including the unique bond numbers
that would disclose the link between the buyer and the recipient political party, by



March 21. A five-judge constitution bench headed by Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud
said there is “no manner of doubt” that the SBI is required to disclose complete details
of the bonds. It directed the SBI chairman to file an affidavit before it by 5 in the
evening on March 21 indicating that the bank has disclosed all the details.

ASSAM - LS POLLS

In Assam, the election campaign for the Lok Sabha polls has begun in the state
following the declaration of the schedule. Polling for the 14 seats will be held in three
phases in the state. The BIP and its allies Asom Gana Parishad and UPPL declared their
candidates for all 14 seats . The BIP will contest in 11 seats while Asom Gana Parishad
will field candidates in 2 seats while UPPL will fight in 1 seat. The Congress has also
declared candidates for 12 seats and the party will support Asom Jatiya Parishad at
Dibrugarh. Other parties including TMC, AAP, Bodoland People’s Front, CPI-M declared
party lists. Chief Minister and senior BIP leader Himanta Biswa Sarma is holding rallies
today at Karimganj seat . Other senior leaders of different political parties are also
attending public meetings and rallies today to woo the voters.

DENGUE CONCLAVE

Union Health Ministry's Additional Secretary Lamchongoi Sweety Changsan has
stressed on multi-sectoral planning in fighting against Dengue. Addressing the Dengue
Conclave today in New Delhi, Mrs. Changsan said that cases of dengue have been
increasing at an alarming pace. She added that three lakh cases of dengue were
registered in the country in the last year and three hundred 39 fatalities were reported.
She urged that all stakeholders of public safety and city planning should come together
to better share resources and plan efficiently to tackle the menace of dengue.

Speaking to Akashwani News, the Additional Secretary highlighted that rapid
urbanization and climate change have exacerbated the challenges in the fight against
the mosquito-borne disease. She has hoped that the conclave would provide a platform
for presenting productive ideas and insights.



