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SB SSP 1 14.3.24
PM SVANIDHI early

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said PM-Swanidhi scheme has
proved to be a lifeline for street vendors. Addressing PM SVANidhi
beneficiaries in Delhi while distributing loans under the scheme to one lakh
street vendors, Mr Modi said people saw the power of street vendors
during COVID. He said today's SVANidhi Mahotsav is dedicated to those
who are always around and without whom people cannot imagine their
lives. He congratulated the street vendors, and roadside shopkeepers for
their contributions to society.
<><>Anand/Ph/Suparna/1752 hrs
SB SSP 1 14.3.24

GADKARI ROAD

Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has sanctioned
972.80 crore rupees for widening roads in Rajasthan. In a social media
post, Mr Gadkari said the amount has been sanctioned for widening and
strengthening work of 31 major district roads and State Highways. He also
said that 384.56 crore rupees have been sanctioned for construction work
of seven Road Over Bridge/Road Under Bridge/Flyovers in various districts
under Central Road and Infrastructure Fund (CRIF) Setu Bandhan Yojana.
<><>Suparna/1739 hrs
SB SSP 1 14.3.24
GOVT.-ADB AGREEMENT

The Central Government and the Asian Development Bank (ADB)
have signed a 23 million dollar loan agreement at the Gujarat International
Finance Tec-City today. This agreement aims to strengthen the fintech
ecosystem in India. The Ministry of Finance in a statement said that the
project will establish an International Fintech Institute (IFI) to strengthen
fintech education, boost start-up success rates, and drive fintech research
and innovation. It said these interventions will enhance employment
opportunities, workforce competitiveness, and productivity in new and
green technologies. The signatories to the loan agreement for Promoting
Research and Innovation through Development of Fintech Institute at
GIFT-City Project were Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Finance’s
Department of Economic Affairs Ms. Juhi Mukherjee and Officer-in-Charge
of ADB’s India Resident Mission Mr. Rajesh Vasudevan. After signing the



loan agreement, Ms. Mukherjee said that the project's focus on market-
driven fintech skills programs, creating an enabling environment for private
sector investment and enhancing collaboration between industry, skills
development institutes, and development partners will promote holistic
growth of the fintech ecosystem in India.

<><>PALLAVI/1804 HRS

SB SSP-1 14.03.2024

NHAI - DWARKA EXPRESSWAY

National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has prohibited non-
motorised, two and three-wheeler vehicles from using the Dwarka
Expressway. Prime Minister Modi had inaugurated the Dwarka Expressway
recently, connecting Delhi and Haryana. Transport and Highways Ministry
said that the measure has been taken as the movement of high-speed
vehicles may pose a risk to the safety of slow-moving vehicles. The
Ministry added that the prohibited vehicles can use the service lane
provided on either side of the expressway. The NHAI has taken several
supplementary measures to streamline traffic and ensure commuter safety.
Marshals have been deployed to guide and provide directions at major
junctions and entry and exit points. Additional road signages have been put
up by the Highway Authority as well for the convenience of the commuters.
The Ministry said that CCTV Cameras have also been deployed on the
corridor to check traffic violations and enhance road safety. Dedicated
expressway patrol vehicles, and ambulances have been deployed on the
corridor to provide a robust Incident Management System. The NHAI has
urged commuters to drive responsibly, avoid wrong-side driving, follow
lane discipline and drive within speed limits to ensure safety on the high-
speed corridor.

<><>ADARSH/1734 HRS
SB: JAIRA] SSP-1 14.03.2024

PRADHAN-SKILL TRAINING INTITIATIVES

To bolster India's skill ecosystem, the Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship unveiled a series of strategic initiatives today in New
Delhi. At the heart of the announcement was the exchange of 19
Memorandums of Understanding (MOUs) with various institutes including
the Department of Food and Public Distribution, the Labour Department,



IIT Mandi and the Indian Institute of Gems and Jewellery. On this
occasion, four cutting-edge courses tailored to meet the demands of the
digital age were also launched. Highlighting the importance of embracing
disruptive technologies, Minister of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
Dharmendra Pradhan emphasized the role of skill development in
navigating the rapidly evolving global landscape. He commended Prime
Minister Modi's vision and underscored the significance of initiatives like the
Skill Training of Fair Price Shop Operators in empowering individuals and
communities. Mr. Pradhan underscored the pivotal role of digital
infrastructure in propelling India's growth trajectory. He also cited the
government's efforts in providing free ration to a significant portion of the
population. The Minister emphasized the need for continuous skill
enhancement through reskilling and upskilling, stressing the importance of
citizen participation in driving this transformative agenda forward.
><>ARPITA/1756 HRS
SHUKLA FSP-1 14.03.2024
BHUTAM PM - INDIA

Prime Minister of Bhutan Dasho Tshering Tobgay will be on a five day
visit to India from today. This is his first overseas visit after assuming office
in January this year. External Affairs Ministry said, during the visit, Prime
Minister of Bhutan will call on the President Droupadi Murmu and hold
bilateral talks with the Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay will also visit Mumbai. The Minister of Foreign Affairs and
External Trade, Minister of Energy and Natural Resources, Minister for
Industry, Commerce and Employment and senior officials from the
Government of Bhutan will accompany the Prime Minister Dasho Tshering
Tobgay. The Ministry said, India and Bhutan enjoy exemplary ties of
friendship and cooperation, based on trust, goodwill and mutual
understanding at all levels. The visit of the Prime Minister of Bhutan will
provide an opportunity to the two sides to review the progress in our
unique partnership and to discuss ways and means to expand the enduring
ties of friendship and cooperation between India and Bhutan.
CB/DIPENDRA/0712



