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SHUKLA FSP-I

20.03.2023
PM-BHUTAN VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will pay a two day state visit to Bhutan
from tomorrow. During the visit, the Prime Minister will receive audience
with the King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and the Fourth
King of Bhutan Jigme Singye Wangchuck. He will also hold talks with his
Bhutanese counterpart Tshering Tobgay.

Ministry of External Affairs said, the visit is in keeping with the
tradition of regular high-level exchanges between India and Bhutan and
the Government’s emphasis on its Neighbourhood First Policy.

It said, India and Bhutan share a unique and enduring partnership
which is rooted in mutual trust, understanding and goodwill. MEA said, the
shared spiritual heritage and warm people to people ties add depth and
vibrancy to India-Bhutan exceptional relations. It said, the visit will provide
an opportunity for both sides to exchange views on bilateral and regional
matters of interest and deliberate on ways to expand and intensify the
exemplary partnership for the benefit of the people of both countries.

CB/ANUPAM/0612

SHUKLA FSP-I 20.03.2024
PM-STARTUP MAHAKUMBH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will address the Startup Mahakumbh at
Bharat Mandapam today. In a social media post, Mr Modi said, it is a forum
which brings together stakeholders from the world of Startups, innovators
and upcoming entrepreneurs. He said, India’s strides in the world of
Startups has been phenomenal in the last few years.

The three-day event which began on Monday have sector-focused



pavilions including pavilions on AI, B2B, agritech, deeptech, climate tech,
gaming, esports, fintech, incubators and accelerators. The startup event
aims to connect startups with a spectrum of inventors including venture
capitalists, investors and potential corporate partners.
CB/ANUPAM/0608

HIMANI RANA SSP-1 19/03/2024
ECI- POSTAL BALLOT

In view of the Lok Sabha elections and Assembly polls in four States,
Election Commission of India (ECI) has notified the category of electors
mentioned for the purpose of facility of voting through postal ballot as
absentee voters in the category of persons employed on essential services.
The list includes the employees of Metro, Railways,BSNL Electricity and
Health Department, Fire Services, Postal Services, Aviation, Disaster
Management, Doordarshan and All India Radio and media persons
authorised by the Commission for polling day coverage among others. The
Commission said that as per the provisions of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 and on due consideration of the matter, it has been
notified the persons employed in the essential services as a class of
persons to cast vote by postal ballot on being on duty on the day of poll in
the current General Elections and Legislative Assemblies of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim, and bye-elections in 26
Assembly Constituencies in 13 States.

<><> Anand / Anupam 2021

SHUKLA FSP-1 20.03.2023
UPSC-EXAMINATION

The Union Public Service Commission has decided to postpone the
Civil Service Preliminary Examination 2024. The Civil Services (Preliminary)
Examination 2024 which also serves as screening test for Indian Forest
Service Examination, 2024 will now be held on 16™ June this year. The



exam was earlier scheduled to be held on 26™ May this year. The
Commission has decided to postpone the schedule due to the ensuing
General Elections.

CB/Bhupendra/0616

SHUKLA FSP-11 20.03.2024
SWISS OPEN BADMINTON

In Swiss Open Badminton, India's Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly
have advanced to the pre-quarters of the Women's Doubles category at the
St Jakobshalle arena in Basel, Switzerland yesterday. They triumphed over
the American duo of Kerry Xu and Annie Xu in the Round of 32.

In Men's Doubles, Indian pair of Hariharan Amsakarunan and Ruban
Kumar Rethinasabapathi have defeated the French pair of Natan Begga
and Baptiste Labarthe in the Qualifiying round. In Mixed Double's, N. Sikki
Reddy and B. Sumeet Reddy have defeated Samia Lima and Davi Silva of
Brazil in the Qualifiying round. Earlier in the Men's Singles Qualifiers,
Sathish Kumar Karunakaran defeated Uriel Canjura of El Salvador, while
Sameer Verma beat Coelho de Oliveira of Brazil.

Today, Lakshya Sen, PV Sindhu, Kidambi Srikant, Kiran George,
Priyanshu Rajawat, and other elite shuttlers will start their campaigns in
the BWF Super 300 event.

CB/VARIOUS SOURCES/0638

SHUKLA FSP-I 20.03.2024
LOKPAL- CBI TMC

The Lokpal has ordered a probe by Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against former TMC MP Mahua Moitra in cash-for-query charges.
The Lokpal in its order has said that there is “sufficient prima facie
evidence against Moitra on record that deserves deeper scrutiny. The
directive came while deciding a complaint by BJP Lok Sabha Member
Nishikant Dubey alleging that Moitra had asked questions in the Lok Sabha
in exchange for cash and gifts from Dubai-based businessman Darshan
Hiranandani.

It has directed the CBI to complete investigations in all aspects of the



allegations against Moitra within six months and also file periodical reports
every month regarding the status of the investigation. It added that after
careful evaluation and consideration of the entire material on record, there
remains no doubt regarding the fact that the allegations levelled against
Moitra, most of which are supported by cogent evidence, are extremely
serious in nature, especially in view of the position held by her. It said,
therefore, in its considered opinion, a deeper probe is required to establish
the truth. It added that this is vital in view of the position and status held
by the Respondent Public Servant, RPS at the relevant point of time. It has
referred to Moitra as the RPS in the order. Anti corruption ombudsman,
Lokpal said, whatever be the position held, a public servant is bound to
exercise probity in the discharge of his or her duties as public servant. The
responsibility and burden are heavier on the shoulders of a public
representative. Corruption is malaise that is adversely affecting the
legislativ administrative, social and economic functioning of th democratic
country.

Mahua Moitra was expelled from the Lok Sabha in December last
year based on a recommendation by the Ethics Committee.

CB/ANAND/0605

CWC:

The Congress Working Committee today discussed the party’s manifesto for
the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. The Committee held its meeting in New Delhi which
was attended by party President Mallikarjun Kharge, former party Presidents Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi and other senior leaders including Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, Chidambaram, Digvijay Singh, Ajay Maken and K C Venugopal. Briefing
media after the meeting,. Venugopal said party's Working Committee authorised
Congress President to have a final approval for the manifesto. Earlier in a social
media post Kharge claimed that his party’s manifesto has been regarded as a
document of trust and commitment and added that the country is demanding a
change. 09 NSD

CAA :

The Supreme Court today refused to stay implementation of the Citizenship
Amendment Act, CAA. The apex court also gave the government three weeks to
respond to 237 petitions challenging the law that was notified last week. The
matter was heard by Chief Justice DY Chandrachud, Justice JB Pardiwala, and
Justice Manoj Misra. The petitioners included the Indian Union Muslim League,



opposition leaders Jairam Ramesh of the Congress and Mahua Moitra of the
Trinamool Congress. The next hearing in this case has been set for April 9th.
07 NSD

HIMANI RANA SSP-1
19-03-2024
BJP ON CONGRESS

BJP today alleged that denigrating and castigating Hindu gods, Hindu
practices and ideals have become the biggest theme of the political
campaign of the Congress party these days. Briefing media in New Delhi,
senior BJP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad said, Rahul Gandhi's Congress party
is no longer the Congress party imbued with the doctrine and ideals of
Mahatma Gandhi. He accused Congress party of being led by a divisive
mind, Maoist thought and anti-Hindu thought. Mr Prasad said, they are
habitual offenders who insult the Hindu faith and they do it only for
votebank.

<><>ANUPAM/1834



