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Prime Minister Narendra Modi has reached Paro this morning on a two day
State Visit to Bhutan. Prime Minister was warmly received by his Bhutan
counterpart Tshering Tobgay at Paro airport and accorded a ceremonial
welcome. During the visit, Prime Minister will receive audience with King of
Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, and Fourth King of Bhutan
Jigme Singye Wangchuck. Mr Modi will also hold talks with the Prime
Minister of Bhutan. Prime Minister will inaugurate the Gyaltsuen Jetsun
Pema Mother and Child Hospital in Thimphu. It is a state-of-the-art
hospital, built with the assistance of India in Thimphu The visit is in
keeping with the tradition of regular high-level exchanges between India
and Bhutan and the Government’s emphasis on its Neighbourhood First
Policy. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that he will attend various
programmes in Bhutan aimed at further cementing the India-Bhutan
partnership. In a social media post, Mr Modi said that he is looking forward
to talks with the King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuckand, the
Fourth Druk Gyalpo and Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay.

WORLD WATER DAY

World Water Day is being celebrated today. The day is observed
every year on 22nd of March, to honor the importance of freshwater.
World Water Day brings people, organizations, and governments together
to confront urgent water challenges and strive toward guaranteeing that
everyone has access to clean water and sanitation through awareness-
raising events, educational programs, and community-driven campaigns.

The theme for this year is ‘Water for prosperity and peace’. It
emphasises the critical role water plays in fostering cooperation and
stability around the world. This year the World Water Day calls for
international collaboration to ensure equitable access to water and promote
water as a tool for peace building. The UN General Assembly designated
March 22nd as World Water Day in 1993, following the recommendations
of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and Development
(UNCED). Since then, it has been observed globally to highlight water-
related issues and promote action to address them.

CONGRESS LIST



Congress has released a list of 57 candidates for ensuing Lok Sabha polls.
Former Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Nabam Tuki will contest from
Arunachal West seat while Former Puducherry Chief Minister Vaithilingam
to contest from Puducherry Lok Sabha seat. Leader of Congress party in
current Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury to contest from Baharampur in
West Bengal. The All-India Congress Committee(AICC) has announced five
more names to contest the Lok Sabha elections from Telangana in the
second list for the state. With this, the Congress so far declared nine
candidates out of 17 Lok Sabha seats in the state. Among the five
candidates announced include G. Vamshi Krishna from Peddapalle, Sunitha
Mahender Reddy from Malkajgiri, a former Minister D. Nagender from
Secunderabad, Mallu Ravi from Nagarkurnool and sitting MP G. Ranjith
Reddy from Chevella. Three of them including Sunitha Mahender Reddy, D.
Nagender and Ranjith Reddy had joined the Congress a couple of days ago
from the Bharath Rashtra Samithi (BRS). The Congress is yet to announce
candidates for Khammam, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Adilabad, Warangal,
Bhongir, Medak and Hyderabad. The BJP has already announced party
candidates for 15 Lok Sabha seats while BRS announced candidates for 11
constituencies.

IPL OPENER:

The Indian Premeir League Cricket tournament will begin this evening in
Chennai, Tamil Nadu. The season opener match will be played between the
defending champions Chennai Super Kings and Royal Challengers
Bengaluru at MA Chidambaram Stadium, Chennai. The match will begin at
8 PM. Cricket fans are eagerly waiting for the game as both MS Dhoni and
Virat Kohli will be seen in action against each other. However, CSK fans
faced a major blow yesterday, after the team announced Ruturaj Gaikwad
as their new captain, replacing veteran player Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

BIHAR BRIDGE COLLAPSE:

In Bihar, one person was killed and 10 seriously injured when a portion of
under construction bridge over Koshi river collapsed in Supaul district this
morning. The injured were admitted in the nearby hospitals.
Superintendent of Police, Shaishav Yadav told Akashvani News that rescue
operation is underway as six labourers are still trapped in the debris. The
bridge is a part of road link Bharatmala project between Madhubani and



Supaul districts. The accident took place around 6 am. India's Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran has clinched the Men's Singles title at World Table Tennis
Feeder Beirut tournament in Lebanon yesterday. World Number 103
Sathiyan defeated compatriot and World Number 74 Manav Vikas Thakkar,
3-1 in the finals yesterday. Earlier, Sathiyan overpowered World Number
39 Chinese Taipei’'s Chuang Chih-yuan in the semi-finals.

KARNATAKA-ISRO:

The Indian Space Research Organisation, ISRO has successfully carried out
the landing of its Reusable Launch Vehicle Pushpak this morning at the
ATR Chitradurga in Karnataka. A message on social media site X, says
‘ISRO nails it again’ signifying the precise landing of the winged launch
vehicle RLV in autonomous mode. ISRO Chairman S Somanath has
congratulated the team for the flawless execution of maneuvering, landing
and energy management of the spaceship in a fully autonomous mode.
The ISRO said, the mission successfully simulated the approach and high-
speed landing conditions of an RLV returning from space. With the RLV-
LEX-02, ISRO has re-validated its indigenously developed technologies in
areas such as navigation, control systems, landing gear, and deceleration
systems, which are essential for performing a high-speed autonomous
landing of a space-returning vehicle". In this second test on the Launch
Vehicle, ISRO successfully tested the brake parachute, landing gear brakes,
nose wheel steering system, on board navigation hardware and software
and its capability to withstand conditions created by high velocity landing.

JAMMU AND KASHMIR

In Jammu and Kashmir two candidates filed their nomination papers
from the Udhampur Lok Sabha constituency yesterday for the first phase of
General Elections to be held in Jammu and Kashmir on April 19. Akashvani
Correspondent reports that the candidates, including Dr Jitendra Singh and
Prem Nath both from Bharatiya Janata Party, filed their nomination papers
in the office of Returning Officer.

OPERATION INDRAVATI



India has launched Operation Indravati to evacuate its nationals from Haiti
to the Dominican Republic. In a social media post, External Affairs Minister
Dr S Jaishankar said that 12 Indians have been evacuated yesterday. He
said that the Government of India is fully committed to the security and
well-being of the Indian nationals abroad. Dr Jaishankar also thanked the
Government of the Dominican Republic for their support.

India's Sathiyan Gnanasekaran has clinched the Men's Singles title at World Table
Tennis Feeder Beirut tournament in Lebanon yesterday. World Number 103 Sathiyan
defeated compatriot and World Number 74 Manav Vikas Thakkar, 3-1 in the finals
yesterday. Earlier, Sathiyan overpowered World Number 39 Chinese Taipei's Chuang
Chih-yuan in the semi-finals.

IPL:

The Indian Premeir League Cricket tournament will begin this evening in Chennai, Tamil
Nadu. The season opener match will be played between the defending champions
Chennai Super Kings and Royal Challengers Bengaluru at MA Chidambaram Stadium,
Chennai. The match will begin at 8 PM. Cricket fans are eagerly waiting for the game as
both MS Dhoni and Virat Kohli will be seen in action against each other. However, CSK
fans faced a major blow yesterday, after the team announced Ruturaj Gaikwad as their
new captain, replacing veteran player Mahendra Singh Dhoni.



