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SHUKLA FSP-I
20.03.2024

PM-NAVROZ WISH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended greetings to the nation on the
occasion of Navroz today. In a social media post on X, PM Modi expressed
hope that the coming year would be filled with success and growth and
enhance the bond of unity in society. Mr. Modi wished joy and well-being
for all.

<><>PALLAVI/1140
SHUKLA FSP-1 20/03/2024
REV. PM- STARTUP MAHAKUMBH

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India's Startup ecosystem is
flourishing at an unprecedented pace backed by the innovative spirit of
country's youth power. Addressing the 'Startup Mahakumbh' at Bharat
Mandapam on the third day , the Prime Minister said that today, when the
country is working on the roadmap for a developed India by 2047, this
Startup Mahakumbh is of great importance. He said, in the last decade,
India has seen as to how it has made strides in the IT and software sector
and now , people are seeing the trend of innovation and start-up culture
in India. Mr Modi mentioned that Startup India initiative has given a
platform to innovative ideas and connected them to funding. He added
that India's youth has chosen the path of being job creator rather than job



seeker. He said, currently India has more than 1.25 lakh Startups and 110
unicorns. Mr Modi mentioned that India's Startup revolution is today being
led by the youth of small towns of the country. He expressed happiness
that today Startups in agriculture, textile, medicine, transport, space and
even yoga and Ayurveda have started.

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Piyush Goyal said that
Startups are making an important contribution towards realising the goal
of a developed nation by 2047.

<><> Anand/1147

SHUKLA FSP-I
20.03.2024

JAISHANKAR-DEMOCRACY SUMMIT

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has termed the upcoming
18th edition of the Lok Sabha elections as the largest electoral logistics
exercise that this planet has ever witnessed. In a virtual statement on the
Third Edition of the Summit for Democracy organised by the Republic of
Korea in Seoul, Mr. Jaishankar said that the country today has 1.4 million
women constituting the largest cohort of elected women representatives at
the grassroots level in any part of the world. He said, the government'’s
recent decision to extend thirty-three percent reservation for women in
both parliament and state legislatures recognises the fundamental principle
that women's voices are indispensable in shaping the nation’s destiny. Mr.
Jaishankar said that by extending the right to vote to the younger
demographic beginning at the age of 18, the country acknowledges that
the future belongs to the youth, and their voices should be integral to any
democratic conversation. He said the introduction of electronic voting
machines is a testament to the country’s commitment to transparency,
efficiency, and the sanctity of the democratic process. The Minister further
highlighted that the country’s commitment to conducting free, fair, and
inclusive elections underscores the resilience and adaptability of its
democratic machinery. He said that by aiding the world with COVID-19
vaccines or assisting other countries with the capacity-building



requirements, the country's experience serves as a testament to the
transformative power of democracy.

<><>PALLAVI/1110

SHUKLA FSP-11
20.03.2023

US-UKRAINE

US Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has vowed that the United States
will continue to support Ukraine’s war effort against Russia, even as the US
Congress remains stalled over funding to send additional weapons to the
front. He said this while addressing more than 50 defense leaders from
Europe and around the world meeting at the Ramstein Air Base in
Germany.

During the session, leaders from other nations promised new aid for
Ukraine. German Defense Minister Boris Pistorius told reporters that
Germany will provide ammunition and armored and transport vehicles
worth about 542 million dollars.

US Congress has been deadlocked for months over a new 95 billion
dollars supplemental bill that includes about 60 billion dollars in aid for
Ukraine.

The US has trained about 19,000 Ukrainian forces to date, the bulk of
them at the Army bases in Germany. All together, the international
coalition has trained more than 129,000 Ukrainians at more than 100
different locations around the world.

In his opening remarks, Austin said Russia has paid a “staggering
cost” for the war, repeating estimates that at least 315,000 Russian troops
have been killed or wounded in the war, which has cost Moscow up to 211
billion dollars. <><>

MK/NET/0745

SHUKLA FSP-I
20.03.2024



RIJIJU-FOOD MINISTRY CHARGE

Union Minister Kiren Rijiju has been given an additional charge of the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries after Union Minister and Rashtriya
Lok Janshakti Party Chief Pashupati Kumar Paras resigned from the Union
Cabinet yesterday. The President’s office today said that President
Droupadi Murmu has accepted the resignation of Mr. Paras with immediate
effect. Mr Rijiju is currently holding the charge of Ministry of Earth
Sciences.

<><>PALLAVI/1115

HIMANI RANA SSP-1 19/03/2024
ECI- POSTAL BALLOT

In view of the Lok Sabha elections and Assembly polls in four States,
Election Commission of India (ECI) has notified the category of electors
mentioned for the purpose of facility of voting through postal ballot as
absentee voters in the category of persons employed on essential services.
The list includes the employees of Metro, Railways,BSNL Electricity and
Health Department, Fire Services, Postal Services, Aviation, Disaster
Management, Doordarshan and All India Radio and media persons
authorised by the Commission for polling day coverage among others. The
Commission said that as per the provisions of the Representation of the
People Act, 1951 and on due consideration of the matter, it has been
notified the persons employed in the essential services as a class of
persons to cast vote by postal ballot on being on duty on the day of poll in
the current General Elections and Legislative Assemblies of Andhra
Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha and Sikkim, and bye-elections in 26
Assembly Constituencies in 13 States.

<><> Anand / Anupam 2021

SHUKLA FSP-1 20.03.2023
UPSC-EXAMINATION



The Union Public Service Commission has decided to postpone the
Civil Service Preliminary Examination 2024. The Civil Services (Preliminary)
Examination 2024 which also serves as screening test for Indian Forest
Service Examination, 2024 will now be held on 16™ June this year. The
exam was earlier scheduled to be held on 26™ May this year. The
Commission has decided to postpone the schedule due to the ensuing
General Elections.

CB/Bhupendra/0616

SHUKLA FSP-11 20.03.2024
SWISS OPEN BADMINTON

In Swiss Open Badminton, India's Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly
have advanced to the pre-quarters of the Women's Doubles category at the
St Jakobshalle arena in Basel, Switzerland yesterday. They triumphed over
the American duo of Kerry Xu and Annie Xu in the Round of 32.

In Men's Doubles, Indian pair of Hariharan Amsakarunan and Ruban
Kumar Rethinasabapathi have defeated the French pair of Natan Begga
and Baptiste Labarthe in the Qualifiying round. In Mixed Double's, N. Sikki
Reddy and B. Sumeet Reddy have defeated Samia Lima and Davi Silva of
Brazil in the Qualifiying round. Earlier in the Men's Singles Qualifiers,
Sathish Kumar Karunakaran defeated Uriel Canjura of El Salvador, while
Sameer Verma beat Coelho de Oliveira of Brazil.

Today, Lakshya Sen, PV Sindhu, Kidambi Srikant, Kiran George,
Priyanshu Rajawat, and other elite shuttlers will start their campaigns in
the BWF Super 300 event.

CB/VARIOUS SOURCES/0638

SHUKLA FSP-I 20.03.2024
LOKPAL- CBI TMC

The Lokpal has ordered a probe by Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) against former TMC MP Mahua Moitra in cash-for-query charges.
The Lokpal in its order has said that there is “sufficient prima facie
evidence against Moitra on record that deserves deeper scrutiny. The
directive came while deciding a complaint by BJP Lok Sabha Member



Nishikant Dubey alleging that Moitra had asked questions in the Lok Sabha
in exchange for cash and gifts from Dubai-based businessman Darshan
Hiranandani.

It has directed the CBI to complete investigations in all aspects of the
allegations against Moitra within six months and also file periodical reports
every month regarding the status of the investigation. It added that after
careful evaluation and consideration of the entire material on record, there
remains no doubt regarding the fact that the allegations levelled against
Moitra, most of which are supported by cogent evidence, are extremely
serious in nature, especially in view of the position held by her. It said,
therefore, in its considered opinion, a deeper probe is required to establish
the truth. It added that this is vital in view of the position and status held
by the Respondent Public Servant, RPS at the relevant point of time. It has
referred to Moitra as the RPS in the order. Anti corruption ombudsman,
Lokpal said, whatever be the position held, a public servant is bound to
exercise probity in the discharge of his or her duties as public servant. The
responsibility and burden are heavier on the shoulders of a public
representative. Corruption is malaise that is adversely affecting the
legislativ administrative, social and economic functioning of th democratic
country.

Mahua Moitra was expelled from the Lok Sabha in December last
year based on a recommendation by the Ethics Committee.

CB/ANAND/0605






