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SB:: KAMINI FSP-I 31.03.2024
PM - MEERUT

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will launch the
election campaign in Uttar Pradesh today by addressing a rally at Meerut.
The BJP has fielded TV serial Ramayan fame Arun Govil from Meerut Lok
Sabha Constituency. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
Rashtriya Lok Dal president Jayant Chaudhary and several other BJP
leaders will present on the occasion. Uttar Pradesh will go to the polls in
seven phases. BJP-led NDA has expressed confidence that it will again
come back to power at the Centre and for this Uttar Pradesh will be crucial
as it has the highest number of 80 parliamentary Constituencies.

<><><>ANAND/0620 HRS



SB FSP-I 31.03.2024
BHARAT RATNA - ADVANI

President Droupadi Murmu today honoured former Deputy Prime
Minister Lal Krishna Advani with the Nation's Highest Civilian Award Bharat
Ratna. The President presented the award to Mr Advani at his residence in
New Delhi. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi were also present on the occasion.

<><>ANUPAM/1154HRS

SB FSP-I 31.03.2024
OPPOSITION RALLY-BJP

The Opposition Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance is
organising a maha rally at Delhi’'s Ramlila Maidan today to protest against
many issues including Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s arrest.

Several opposition leaders attending the rally asserted that it is being
organised to save the Constitution and democracy.

This will be the first public meeting of the INDIA bloc leaders since
the coalition was founded in June last year in Patna.

The Bharatiya Janata Party BIP today hit out at the Opposition INDIA
bloc rally at Ramlila Maidan in the national capital, saying it is not a save
democracy rally as projected but 'a save family' and 'hide corruption rally'.
Briefing media at the party headquarters in New Delhi, BJP spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi said, these parties represent the crisis of credibility in
Indian politics while the BJP under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi symbolises the politics of credibility and the track record of
delivering on its promises. Taking a swipe at Opposition parties, he said
while the parties claim to have come together to save democracy but they
are themselves dynastic organisations which never allowed others to rise.
Mr Trivedi said, people will give them a befitting reply in the polls. In an
apparent reference to the coming together of the Aam Aadmi Party with
other Opposition parties, the Spokesperson said that people who trashed
many leaders as thieves and crooks have joined hands with them and it is
a strange and startling sight.

<><>ANUPAM/1153 HRS
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DAY EASTER

The festival of Easter is being celebrated all over the world today,
marking the faithful believe that Jesus rose from the dead after being
crucified. Mid-night Easter prayers were held at various Churches across
the country last night. Joyous celebration is marked as a symbol of new
beginnings and the arrival of spring. People traditionally celebrate it with
rituals like egg hunts, baked hot cross buns, and decorating Easter eggs,
which are symbolic of Christ's death on the cross and resurrection from the
tomb.

President Droupadi Murmu has greeted citizens living in India and
abroad, especially the Christians on the occasion of Easter. In her
message, she said, this festival marks the celebration of Jesus Christ’s
resurrection, and is a symbol of love and compassion. Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar also greeted people on Easter. In his message, Mr
Dhankhar said, the festival of Easter commemorating the resurrection of
Lord Jesus Christ serves as a poignant reminder of the profound influence
of love, compassion and forgiveness.

Furthermore, Prime Minister Narendra Modi wished everyone a joyful
Easter. Mr Modi said, we hope that the message of renewal and optimism
reverberates all over. He added that may this day inspire us all to come
together.

CHIRAG/NET/1001 HRS

SB FSP-I 31.03.2024
PM-EASTER

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has extended greetings to the nation
on the occasion of Easter today. In a social media post, Mr. Modi expressed
hope that on this special day, the message of renewal and optimism
reverberates all over. He further wished to inspire unity and peace among
people.

<><>PALLAVI/0952 HRS

SB FSP-I 31.03.2024
REV. IMD-WEATHER

India Meteorological Department (IMD) has forecast isolated
heavy rainfall over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura till Monday with the possibility of very heavy



falls over Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and Meghalaya today. It said,
scattered to widespread light rainfall with thunderstorms and lightning will
continue to occur in Northeast India, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal and
Sikkim till the 5th of next month. The IMD also forecasts light to moderate
rainfall with thunderstorms, lightning and gusty winds over Odisha,
Gangetic West Bengal, Jharkhand, East Madhya Pradesh, Madhya
Maharashtra, Marathwada, Vidarbha and Chhattisgarh for today.

According to IMD, heat waves and warm night conditions are likely
over central and peninsular India for the next five days. The IMD said that
the maximum temperatures over many parts of Central and East India are
expected to rise by 2 to 3 degree Celsius during the next two days.

Meanwhile, the weather department forecast partly cloudy weather
with gusty winds in Delhi. The maximum temperature in the national
capital is expected hover around 35 degrees Celsius during the daytime
today.

<><>PALLAVI/0700

SB:: KAMINI FSP-1 31.03.2024
ASSAM-NOMINATIONS

In Assam, 35 candidates are in the first phase of Lok Sabha polls in
the State for five seats. One candidate withdrew the nomination yesterday
at the Jorhat seat.

The BJP is contesting in all five seats. The Congress has fielded
candidates for four seats while supporting Asom Jatiya Parishad at
Dibrugarh. Our Guwahati correspondent reports that for the BJP Union
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, MP Pradan Baruah, Kamakhya Prasad Tasha
and Topon Kumar Gogoi, MLA Ranjit Dutta are in the fray. Congress MP
Gaurav Gogoi, former MLA Roselina Tirkey and Uday Shankar Hazarika are
contesting. The President of Asom Jatiya Parishad Lurinjyoti Gogoi is
contesting from the Dibrugarh seat.

MANAS/GUWAHATI/MAIL/0656 HRS

SB:: KAMINI FSP-1 31.03.2024
TAMIL NADU -FINAL LIST
In the single and first phase of General Elections in Tamilnadu, out of



the 1085 valid nominations, 138 candidates have withdrawn while 950
candidates are in the fray in the final announcement. In the Vilavancode
by-election, ten candidates are in the fray. In the 39 constituencies, 874
men and 76 women will contest the election. In Karur, a maximum of 54
candidates are in the fray. In Nagapattinam, a minimum of nine candidates
are contesting. A total of six crore 23 lakh voters will exercise their
franchise in 68144 polling stations on April 19th in a single phase. The by-
poll for the Vilavancode Assembly constituency will also be held on the
same day. More than ten lakh first-time voters and more than six lakh
voters above the age of 85 years will also exercise the power of
democracy. The Election Commission has been strictly enforcing the model
code of conduct with 39 general observers, 20 police observers and 58
expenditure observers in the State. The public has been encouraged to use
the C Vigil App and the 1950 help desk number for poll-related complaints.

Joy/Chennai/MAIL/0634 HRS
SB FSP-11 31.03.2024

SOMALIA CONSTITUTION

After weeks of debate and discussions, the Somali parliament voted for
historical amendments in its constitution that led to major changes. After the
changes, country's President has the authority to appoint and dismiss a Prime
Minister from office. This change came due to major disputes revolving
around the distribution of power between the top two offices. The
constitutional amendment has also paved the way for the presence of three
political parties in the country, promoting a multi-party system. The amended
also sets the term of office for government constitutional bodies at five years.

In February, the ICRIC submitted proposed amendments that establish
the age of maturity for girls at 15 and the age of responsibility at 18. Rights
groups expressed concerns that such provisions risk perpetuating existing
traditional norms, potentially subjecting girls to marriage at the age of 15. In
a statement released on Friday, Human Rights Watch, warned that the
current constitutional proposal poses a threat to children, particularly girls.

CHIRAG/NET/0804 HRS



SB FSP-I 31.03.2024
SITHARAMAN

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that India's gross
domestic product (GDP) will grow by 8 per cent or more in the fourth
quarter of the current fiscal year. Addressing an Investment Summit in
Mumbai, she said, the economy is expected to show the same rate of year-
on-year growth for the 2023-24 financial year due to the impact of
improved inflation management and macroeconomic stability. India, the
third-largest economy in Asia, grew 8.4 per cent in the October-December
quarter year-on-year, outpacing the 7.6 per cent growth recorded for the
previous quarter. Ms Sitharaman said that following the 8.4 per cent
growth in the third quarter, various institutions have upgraded their GDP
growth forecasts for India. She said, the most recent upgrade came from
Goldman Sachs, which has raised its 2024 economic growth projection for
India to 6.6 per cent, a 10 basis points improvement from its previous
forecast.

Ashok Shukla/1105 HRS

SB FSP-1 31.03.2024
PM-CONGRESS SRI LANKA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has criticised the Congress for handing
over Katchatheevu Island to Sri Lanka in 1974. He claimed that weakening
India’s unity, integrity, and interests has been the Congress' way of working
for 75 years. His response came after documents obtained by Tamil Nadu BJP
Chief K. Annamalai through RTI revealed how India decided to cede control of
Katchatheevu island to Sri Lanka. In a social media post, Mr. Modi said, it's
eye-opening and startling that the facts reveal how Congress callously gave
away Katchatheevu. He added that this has angered every Indian and
reaffirmed in people’s minds not to trust Congress ever.

<><>PALLAVI/1107 HRS
SB:: KAMINI FSP-I 31.03.2024

NAGALAND -EASTER CELEBRATIONS

Joining the rest of Christians around the world, Nagaland is
celebrating Easter Sunday marking the resurrection of Jesus Christ from



the dead today. Churches across the State are organising Special Easter
services to offer thanksgiving prayers. Believers are seen thronging to
their respective churches this morning to attend the special services and to
seek blessings from the Almighty by participating in the holy communion.
Many people are also baptised on the day. The day also marks the
breaking of the fasting of the believers for days.

Earlier in the morning, under the aegis of Kohima Baptist Pastors’
Fellowship, citizens of the capital City Kohima gathered at the historic "The
Heritage”, Old DC Bungalow Kohima, to attend the Easter Sunrise Service,
singing hymns and offering thanksgiving prayers. On the occasion,
Governor La Ganesan called upon all to celebrate the testament of God’s
love to humanity and the spirit of forgiveness. He wished that the
resurrection of Jesus Christ fills all our hearts with joy, and hope and brings
abundant blessings to all. Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio said Jesus' greatest act
of love on Good Friday is followed by the greatest act of power on Easter
Sunday, which is His resurrection.

Rio wished that the miracle of Easter may bring renewed love, hope
and joy in the lives of everyone.

<><><>
ASONUO/KOHIMA/MAIL/1014 HRS
SB:: KAMINI FSP-I 31.03.2024

J&K-POLLING STATIONS

In Jammu and Kashmir, ahead of the Lok Sabha elections in the
Jammu-Reasi Parliamentary Constituency, stringent security measures are
being implemented with the identification of 372 polling stations as
sensitive areas. Akashvani Jammu Correspondent reports that the
authorities are gearing up for robust security deployment across the
Parliamentary Constituency, especially in areas marked as sensitive.
Security forces are slated to commence their duties from the 1st of April,
ensuring comprehensive coverage to mitigate potential threats, including
the risk of Pakistani shelling along the border. The Election Commission's
decision comes amidst the backdrop of delimitation of Lok Sabha seats
following J&K's transition into a UT. In Rajouri district's Sunderbani-Kalakot
constituency alone, 102 out of 124 polling stations have been flagged as
sensitive, underscoring the heightened security concerns in the region.
Similarly, 53 out of 1488 polling stations in Jammu district and 16 out of
425 in Reasi district have been designated as sensitive areas. In addition to



fortifying sensitive polling stations, measures are being taken to thwart any
disruptive activities by anti-national elements in certain areas. The
administration has devised a comprehensive security plan, deploying
special armed security forces, along with J&K Police, to maintain law and
order throughout the electoral process. The authorities are leaving no
stone unturned to guarantee the safety and security of voters and election
officials alike. As the electoral machinery gears up for the polling day,
efforts are underway to uphold the democratic process and uphold the
integrity of the electoral system in J&K.

<><><> GULSHAN RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/1122 HRS
SB FSP-1 31.03.2024

ED-KAILASH

The Enforcement Directorate (ED) questioned Delhi Transport
Minister and AAP leader Kailash Gahlot for five hours on Saturday in
connection with an alleged money laundering case linked to the Delhi
Liquor Policy scam. Talking to the media while leaving the ED office after
interrogation, Mr Gahlot said that he answered all the questions from the
agency and will continue to cooperate in the probe. He also said that this
was the second summons sent to him as he could not depose for the first
time about a month back as the Budget session of the Delhi Assembly was
on.

Meanwhile, on an ED summon to Delhi Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot, AAP leader Atishi said, the arrest of prominent leaders of the Aam
Aadmi Party is a conspiracy to topple the elected government in Delhi.

<><>PALLAVI/0717 HRS



