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REV RAILWAY - HOLI SPECIAL

Indian Railways is running 540 trains to ensure smooth and
comfortable travel to the passengers during the ongoing festive season of
Holi. Railways Ministry said, trains have been planned to connect major
destinations across the country on railway routes. These are Delhi- Patna,
Delhi- Bhagalpur, Delhi-Muzaffarpur, Delhi-Saharsa, Gorakhpur- Mumbai,
Kolkata-Puri, Guwahati- Ranchi and New Delhi- Sri Mata Vaishno Devi
Katra. The Ministry said that more than 219 trains have been
added for this festive season compared to last year.

The Ministry said, additional Railway Protection Force, RPF personnel
have been deployed at major stations to ensure security of passengers.
The officers have also been deployed on Emergency Duty at major stations
to ensure smooth running of trains.

<><>DIPENDRA/ADARSH/1230
HIMANI RANA SSP-1
21.03.2024
VP - BHARAT

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has emphasized that the rise of
Bharat in economy and technology is an assurance for global peace and
harmony. He also added that India remains committed to engaging like-
minded nations to nurture and sustain global peace, stability and harmony.



Mr Dhankhar said this while interacting with the participants of inaugural
International Strategic Engagement Programme at Upa-Rashtrapati Niwas
in New Delhi today. This two-week program comprising of international
delegates from 21 countries and eight Indian officers is being organized by
National Defence College. The Vice President said, with an expanding
economy, effective diplomacy and growing soft power, the world looks to
India for catalyzing affirmative ecosystem for peace.
<><>DIPENDRA/1450

PKG FSP-I 21.03.2024

CONGRESS-BRIEFING

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge today said that impartial
election is important for the smooth functioning of democracy. He said that
a level playing field must be created to save the democracy. In a media
briefing in New Delhi, Mr. Kharge alleged that Congress party’s bank
accounts have been frozen which must be set aside so that Congress can
use its funds during the upcoming elections.

(S/B- Mallikarjun Kharge)

Senior Congress leader Sonia Gandhi termed freezing of party’s
bank accounts undemocratic. She alleged that the funds collected from the
public have been frozen, and money from Congress Party accounts is being
taken away forcibly.

Speaking on this occasion, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said, this is
not the freezing of the Congress’ bank accounts but it is freezing of Indian
democracy.

<><><>
Bhupendra/1300
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JITENDRA SINGH-NOMINATION

Union Minister Jitendra Singh filed nomination papers from the
Udhampur Lok Sabha constituency today. He filed his nomination papers
in Kathua before the Returning Officer. Dr. Jitendra Singh was



accompanied by Union Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat. The
seat goes to polls in the first phase on April 19. Elections will be held in 102
Lok Sabha seats in 17 states and four Union Territories in this phase.
Ahead of filing his nomination from Udhampur Lok Sabha Constituency as
a BJP candidate, Dr. Jitendra Singh performed puja at his residence in
Jammu. He won the Udhampur Constituency in 2019 by a margin of
3,57,252 votes. Dr Singh also won the 2014 Lok Sabha election from the
Udhampur constituency with a margin of 60,976 (5.9%) votes by defeating
former Congress leader Gulam Nabi Azad.

<>RAMESH KUMAR RAINA/JAMMU/MAIL/1316 HRS
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SC - EC APPOINTMENT

Supreme Court has refused to stay new law on the appointment of
Chief Election Commissioner and Election Commissioners. A bench
comprising Justices Sanjiv Khanna and Dipankar Datta said that it cannot
stay the law at this stage, when the Lok Sabha polls are approaching. The
bench said, nowhere in the constitution bench judgment it was said that
who should be members of the selection committee. The apex court was
hearing a batch of pleas seeking a stay on the new law - Chief Election
Commissioner and other Election Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions
of Service and terms of office) Act, 2023. Supreme Court also noted that
there are no allegations against the newly appointed election
commissioners - Gyanesh Kumar and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu.

Ashok Shukla/1315
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BJP-CONGRESS

BJP today came down heavily on the Congress party’s accusation of
freezing of its bank accounts. In a media briefing in New Delhi, BJP



Spokesperson Sambit Patra said, if you are a defaulter, you will be treated
like one. He alleged that it is not the bank account of Congress party that
has frozen, but the Congress itself has frozen.

(S/B- Sambit Patra)

Speaking on this occasion, BIP leader Ravi Shankar Prasad said,
Rahul Gandhi has spoken ill about the courts, Election Commission, and
media. He said, both Rahul Gandhi and Sonia Gandhi have defamed India's
democracy in the world today. He said, Rahul Gandhi must apologize for
criticizing these institutions.

<><><>
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SC-FECT CHECK

The Supreme Court today stayed the Centre's notification on setting
up a fact-checking unit under the Press Information Bureau (PIB) until the
Bombay High Court takes a final decision on petitions challenging the 2023
amendments to the Information Technology Rules. The Fact Check Unit
was notified yesterday by the Ministry of Electronics and IT.

A bench headed by Chief Justice of India DY Chandrachud set aside
the March 11 order of the Bombay high court which had refused to grant
an interim stay on setting up the Unit under the amended IT Rules to
identify fake and false content on social media about the Union
government.

The notification came days after the Bombay high court declined to
restrain the Centre from notifying the Unit. The petition was filed by stand-
up comedian Kunal Kamra and the Editors Guild of India.

The petitioners then moved the Supreme Court against the Bombay
high court verdict.

<><><>NET/GK/PK/1611 HRS
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21.03.2024
CBI-UNION BANK

The Central Bureau of Investigation CBI has registered a case on a
complaint from Union Bank of India against five accused including a Jaipur
based private company, its Directors, Guarantors and unknown others on
allegations of defrauding the bank to the tune of over 48 crore rupees. The
accused company was stated to have been engaged in the business of
manufacturing and repair of power distribution transformers. It has been
alleged that the said accused persons in criminal conspiracy cheated the
bank to the tune of over 48 crore rupees. The company allegedly availed
cash credit limit by submitting false and inflated documents. It has been
further alleged that accused defaulted on inland LCs, BGs and diverted the
bank funds through transactions with related parties.

CBI conducted searches at around five locations including at factory
and official and residential premises of accused persons in Jaipur.

<><>ANUPAM/1535
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21.03.2024
IMF - SRI LANKA

In Sri Lanka, Senior Mission Chief of International Monetary Fund
Peter Breuer and Deputy Mission Chief Katsiaryna Svirydzenka announced
a staff-level agreement with Sri Lankan authorities regarding the second
review of the economic reform program. The program, supported by a 4-
year Extended Fund Facility (EFF) arrangement, received approval from the
IMF Executive Board in March 2023 for a total of SDR 2.3 billion that is
equivalent to about US$3 billion.

The agreement, pending approval by IMF management and the
Executive Board, hinges on the implementation of prior actions and
progress in financing assurances review. Sri Lanka stands to gain access to
about US$337 million, adding to the total financial support of SDR 762
million (about US$1 billion) under the arrangement.

The IMF praised Sri Lanka's reform efforts, noting positive outcomes such
as disinflation, reserve accumulation, and economic growth signs.



However, sustaining momentum and implementing crucial reforms remain
vital for lasting recovery and inclusive growth.
It is worth mentioning that Sri Lanka had defaulted on its external debt
commitments in April 2022 during its worst ever economic crisis since its
independence. With Indian support of over 4 billion USD, the island nation
managed to tackle the crisis which had an acute forex crunch leading to
shortages in Food, fuel, medicines and fertiliser among others.

Dr. Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo/mail/ 1640 hrs
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21.03.2024
AP- INC RELEASED LIST

Indian National Congress party has released names of 34 candidates
for the Assembly elections in Arunachal Pradesh. The state has a total of
60 seats in the Legislative Assembly. The Central Election Committee of
Congress announced the names today. The state will go for simultaneous
polls for two Lok Sabha and 60 Assembly seats in a single phase on April
19.

Among the Congress candidates the prominent names are Takam
Pario who will contest from Palin Constituency, Kumar Waii from Bameng
seat and Tanga Byaling from Nacho Assembly Constituency. Sanhey
Phuntsok will contest from Mukto Constituency against the BJP candidate
and Chief Minister Pema Khandu.

BJP has already declared its candidate for all the 60 seats. National
People’s Party has fielded 34 candidates and Nationalist Congress Party will
contest from 17 seats. Aam Admi Party has said that it will not contest in
the Parliamentary and the Assembly elections in the state.

<><>Rakesh Doley, Itanagar, mail, 1711 hrs
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Viethamese President Resignation

Vietnamese President Vo Van Thuong has resigned one year after his
election. His resignation has been accepted by the Viethamese Communist
Party. In a statement, the Communist government said Thuong violated
party rules and cited “shortcomings”. He violated rules on “what party
members are not allowed to do”. Mr. Thuong is the second president to
resign in two years amid an anti-corruption crackdown.
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DETAILED STOCK

Benchmark equity indices Sensex and Nifty surged nearly one percent
today in tandem with a rally in global markets after the US Fed projected
three rate cuts this year.

The 30-share Sensex rose 539.50 points or 0.75 percent to settle at
72,641, and NSE Nifty gained 173 points or 0.79 percent to close at
22,012.

From the Sensex basket, NTPC, Power Grid, Tata Steel, and IndusInd
Bank were the biggest gainers. On the other hand, Bharti Airtel, ICICI
Bank, Maruti, and Asian Paints were the laggards.

In the broader market, the BSE midcap index ended 2.36 percent
higher, while the smallcap index rose two percent.

In the sectoral indices at the BSE, Power and Realty indices both rose
three percent each. The Industrial sector jumped 2.80 percent.

<><>ANKIT KUMAR/MM/1629 HRS



