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SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
EVE PM - SURAJ (EARLY)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today launched the 'Pradhan Mantri
Samajik Utthan and Rozgar Adharit Jankalyan' (PM-SURAJ) national portal
and approved credit assistance for one lakh entrepreneurs from
disadvantaged communities. He also interacted with the beneficiaries of
various government schemes benefiting marginalised groups, including
Scheduled Castes, Backward Class and sanitation workers through video
conference. The programme witnessed the participation of about three
lakh beneficiaries of various government schemes from disadvantaged
groups from over districts 470 across the country. The Prime Minister also
distributed Ayushman health cards and PPE kits to sewer and septic tank
workers under the National Action for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem
(NAMASTE).

<><>DURGESH/1656 HRS
SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
SHAH - HYDERABAD LIBERATION DAY

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that the Government has
decided to celebrate the 17th of September every year as Hyderabad
Liberation Day in honour of the martyrs of the Hyderabad Liberation
Movement. He said, the decision is a befitting tribute to the freedom
fighters and the martyrs who made supreme sacrifices to remain a part of
Bharat by liberating the Hyderabad region from the atrocious Nizam rule.
In a social media post, Mr Shah said, today is a historic day and the
decision will ignite the flame of patriotism among the youth and
immortalise our icons of the freedom movement.

<><>DIPENDRA/1719 HRS
SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
CABINET



The Government today approved two corridors of Delhi Metro Phase
IV. Briefing media in New Delhi after the Cabinet meeting today,
Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur said, the total
project cost of the two corridors will be 8400 crore rupees which will be
sourced from the Government of India, Government National Capital
Territory of Delhi and international funding agencies. He said, the Lajpat
Nagar-Saket G Block metro line will be 8.3 kilometres, will have eight
Stations and will connect Silver, Magenta, Pink and Violet Lines. Mr Thakur
said, the 12 kilometres long Inderlok to Indraprastha Metro line of the
Delhi Metro will be an extension of the Green line. He said, it will have ten
stations and will provide interchange with Red, Yellow, Magenta Violet,
Blue and Airport Express lines.

The Delhi Metro is already constructing a network of 65 kilometres as part
of its fourth phase of expansion. These new corridors are expected to be
completed by March 2026 in stages. Presently, the DMRC operates a
network of 391 kilometres consisting of 286 stations. The Delhi Metro is
now one of the fastest-growing Metro networks in the world.

The Cabinet also gave its approval to the signing of a Memorandum

of Understanding (MoU) between the Government of India and the Royal
Government of Bhutan on the General Supply of Petroleum, Qil, Lubricants
and related products from India to Bhutan. It aims to benefit India and its
citizens with improved economic and commercial linkages with Bhutan
irrespective of any gender, class or income bias, particularly in the area of
the hydrocarbon sector. The Cabinet also approved the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding between India and Bhutan on extending
cooperation in the field of Energy Efficiency and Energy Conservation
Measures.
The MoU was signed between the Bureau of Energy Efficiency, Ministry of
Power, Government of India and the Department of Energy, Ministry of
Energy and Natural Resources, Royal Government of Bhutan. As part of
this MoU, India aims to assist Bhutan in enhancing energy efficiency in the
household sector by promoting a star labelling programme developed by
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency. The formulation of building codes, to suit
the climate condition of Bhutan, will be facilitated based on India's
experience.

KARNATAKA-PM RALLIES



Prime Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to address two public
rallies in Karnataka. BJP State General Secretary and MLA Sunil Kumar has
informed media persons in Bengaluru today that the Prime Minister will
address a public rally in Kalburgi on the 16th of March and another in
Shivamogga on the 18th of March. Sunil Kumar also informed that BIP
National President J P Nadda, Home Minister Amit Shah, and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath will be among the BJP leaders scheduled to
visit Karnataka in the next few days. Speaking about the announcement of
candidates for the Lok Sabha election, he informed that the first list of
candidates of Karnataka is likely to be announced tonight or tomorrow.
Meanwhile, Karnataka State Congress President and Deputy Chief Minister
D K Shivakumar said today that Guarantee programmes of the State
Government are welcomed by the people and that Congress is likely to win
over 20 MP seats in the State.
<>Sudhindra/Bengaluru/MAIL/1546 hrs.

PKG /SK FSP-I 12.03.20224
FUR REV DAY. PRESIDENT- MAURITIUS VISIT

India and Mauritius have decided to further strengthen their bilateral
relationship in sectors including Financial Services, Civil Services, Taxation,
and Investigating Agencies by signing four MoUs. A delegation level talks
was held between India and Mauritius today in the National Assembly of
Mauritius. The meeting was held in the presence of President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister of Mauritius Pravind Kumar Jugnauth. During
the meeting, President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister of Mauritius
Pravind Kumar Jugnauth jointly e-inaugurated 14 small Development India
assisted Projects. Both the leaders also e-unveiled of foundation stone for
the New Forensic Science Laboratory funded by India.

Earlier, on the third and last day of her official visit, President
Droupadi Murmu visited the Aapravasi Ghat and the Intercontinental
Slavery Museum. Our correspondent reports that the Ghat holds a
significant importance in the history of Mauritius. This Ghat is located in
Port Louis and this was an immigration depot built in 1849 to receive
indentured labourers from India and several other African and Asian
countries. These labourers used to work in the island’s sugar estates. The
site was declared a national monument in 1987 and was renamed from
immigration Depot to Aapravasi Ghat. The Intercontinental Slavery
Museum commemorates the contributions of hundreds of thousands of



Africans and Asian slaves to the Mauritian colonial economy and society.
During her visit, President Murmu continuously highlighted the importance
and contributions made by the indentured labourers in the economic
upliftment of Mauritius. President Droupadi Murmu will also visit
Ganga Talao. This Talao holds a special cultural, geological, natural,
religious and spiritual significance in the lives of Mauritians especially
among the Hindu community. During the holy week of Maha Shivratri,
nearly four lakh pilgrims from different countries visit Ganga Talao to offer
prayers to Lord Shiva.

<><> Bhupendra/Mauritius/ 1358

SB SP-I1 13.03.2024

PUTIN UKRAINE

Russian President Vladimir Putin warned the West today that Russia
is technically ready for nuclear war and if the U.S. sent troops to Ukraine it
would be considered a significant escalation of the war. Speaking to state
media, Mr. Putin said the nuclear war scenario, however, is not imminent.
The statement comes after US President Joe Biden announced a $300
million emergency weapons package to Ukraine yesterday and days before
the upcoming election in Russia which is certain to give President Putin
another six years in power. The war in Ukraine has triggered the deepest
crisis in Russia's relations with the West since the 1962 Cuban Missile
Crisis.

HR/PKM/PU/NET/1611 HRS
SB :: LAXMI SSP-1 13.03.2024
HARYANA-CM RESIGNATION

Former Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal today resigned as a
legislator from the Karnal seat. He announced his resignation in the House
during the Special Session of the Haryana Assembly. Ha added that
whatever duty assigned by the party leadership, will be fulfilled with with
more dedication.
<>Ashwani Kumar Sharma/Chandigarh /MAIL/1609 hrs.

SB SSP-1 13.03.2024

COAL-PM GATI SHAKTI



Coal Minister Pralhad Joshi released PM Gati Shakti's National Master
Plan for the coal sector in New Delhi today. This plan aimed at offering in-
depth insights into the coal sector through the geospatial layers available
on the Ministry’s page of PM Gati Shakti’s centralised portal. Addressing the
occasion, Mr Joshi said this initiative marks a significant shift in our
approach to planning and executing infrastructure projects. He said, this
comprehensive geographic information systems (GIS) based platform
brings together various ministries to facilitate synchronized planning for the
movement of people, goods, and services. He said, it leverages knowledge,
technology, and innovation to drive economic growth and development.
Secretary of Ministry of Coal Amrit Lal Meena said that the release of PM
Gati Shakti NMP will empower all stakeholders with crucial information for
planning and executing activities within the coal sector. He added that this
initiative aligns with the vision of 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' by promoting cost
efficiencies, minimising disruptions, and fostering inclusive growth.
<><>PALLAVI/1638 HRS

SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
REV THAKUR-PRASAR BHARATI

Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur today
launched PB-SHABD (Prasar Bharati - Shared audio-visuals for Broadcast
Dissemination), a news-sharing service from Prasar Bharati in New Delhi.
He also launched revamped websites of Akashvani News and DD News and
updated News on the Air mobile app. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Thakur
said that the SHABD service is being offered free of cost for the first year
as an introductory offer and will provide news stories in all major Indian
languages across fifty categories. He said, today was a historic day for the
information and broadcasting sector of the country. Mr Thakur said that
over the years, Prasar Bharti has cultivated an elaborate network of news
gathering and news delivery to every corner of the country in every
regional language. The Minister said that All India Radio has continued to
remain immensely relevant in the age of extensive mobile connectivity and
is still @ source of accurate information about government schemes and
policies.

SB SSP-1 13.03.2024
INDIA - ITALY DEFENCE COMMITTEE
The 10th India-Italy Joint Defence Committee meeting was held in



New Delhi today. During the meeting, both sides discussed a wide range of
defence industrial and military cooperation issues. They also exchanged
views on the Indo-Pacific and the security situations. Defence Secretary
Giridhar Aramane and Italian Secretary General of Defence and National
Armament Director Lt Gen Luciano Portolano co-chaired the meeting. The
focus of the meeting was to enhance defence-industrial cooperation.

India and Italy had signed an agreement on defence cooperation in
October last year during the visit of Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh to Italy.
During the meeting, both sides discussed ways and means to bring the
defence companies of both countries together for joint projects, including
for co-production in India. The Defence Secretary suggested integration of
Indian vendors in the global supply chains of Italian defence companies to
bring value to both sides and improve supply chain resilience.

<><>DIPENDRA/1731 HRS



