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SHUKLA::RZ FSP-1 25.03.2024
UJJAIN-FIRE

In Madhya Pradesh, a fire broke out in the sanctum sanctorum of
Mahakaleshwar temple in Ujjain this morning. The incident took place
during Bhasma Aarti. Dozens of people including the priest are reported to
be injured. The injured have been admitted to the hospital in Ujjain.
District collector has ordered an inquiry into the incident.

<><><><>
SANJEEV SHARMA/ BHOPAL/ MAIL/0830

SHUKLA FSP-1 25.03.2024

HM- UJJAIN TEMPLE FIRE

Union Home Minister Amit Shah spoke to Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister

Mohan Yadav regarding the Ujjain Mahakal Temple fire incident. He

enquired about the incident. In a social media post, Mr. Shah said the

local administration is providing all assistance and treatment to the injured.
<><><>DIWAKER/1009

SHUKLA FSP-11 25.03.2024
RUSSIA MOURNING

Russia observed a day of mourning after 137 people were killed on
Friday in an attack at a packed concert venue in Moscow. President
Vladimir Putin declared a national day of mourning yesterday after pledging
to track down and punish all those behind the attack.

Moscow's Basmanny district court has ruled that the first suspect in
the concert hall attack should be put into custody for two months pending
trial. Russian authorities have said 11 people have been detained, including
four gunmen who fled the concert hall and made their way to the Bryansk
region, about 340 km southwest of Moscow. Islamic State terrorist group
says, it was behind the attack.

PARAS/NET/0758



SHUKLA FSP-11 25.03.2024

FRANCE TERROR ALERT

France has raised its terror alert warning to its highest level following
the shootings on Moscow. In a social media post, French Prime Minister
Gabriel Attal said this yesterday after a meeting with senior security and
defence officials with President Emmanuel Macron. He said, the decision,
which came months before Paris hosts the Olympic Games, was taken in
light of the Islamic State's claiming responsibility for the Moscow attack
and the threats weighing on France.

In France, the highest level terror alert allows for exceptional security
measures such as stepped-up patrols by armed forces in public places like
train stations, airports and religious sites. <><>

PARAS/NET/0716

SHUKLA FSP-11 25.03.2024
BUDDHIST EXHIBITION SRI LANKA

As Sri Lanka celebrates the auspicious occasion of Medin Poya, the
High Commission of India in Colombo unveiled a Buddhist Exhibition at Sri
Sambodhi Maha Vihara Temple. This exhibition serves as a vibrant
tapestry, weaving together India's profound Buddhist legacy through a
collection of evocative photographs depicting pivotal moments from the life
of the Buddha and showcasing revered pilgrimage sites across India.

The High Commissioner of India to Sri Lanka Santosh Jha, Chief
Prelate of the 'Sri Sambodhi Viharaya’, Ven. Boralande Wajiragnana Thero
graced the exhibition. Mr. Jha embarked on a thoughtful journey through
the exhibition, immersing himself in the spiritual ambiance of the temple.

This exhibition marks the second installment in a series of mobile
exhibitions organized by the High Commission, each to be unveiled at
different Buddhist places of worship on every Poya day throughout the
year.

CB/Dr. Ahmed Muyeen Farooqi/Colombo/Mail/0715

SHUKLA FSP-1 25.03.2024
IMD WEATHER

Indian Meteorological Department has forecast continued rain and
thunderstorm activity over Northeast India, Sub Himalayan West Bengal



and Sikkim till tomorrow. Light to moderate rainfall or snowfall was
observed at most places over Arunachal Pradesh, at many places over
Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-Gilgit-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad and at isolated
places over Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim. There is a forecast of enhancement of rainfall with
thunderstorm activity over Western Himalayan Region from tomorrow to
29th March.

PARAS/IMD/0654
SHUKLA FSP-I
25.03.2024

REV. BJP LIST

BJP has released its fifth list of 111 candidates for the ensuing Lok
Sabha polls. Actress Kangana Ranaut will contest from Mandi Lok Sabha
seat in Himachal Pradesh. Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan will fight
from Sambalpur and BJP spokesperson Sambit Patra from Puri Lok Sabha
seat in Odisha. Union Minister Nityanand Rai will contest from Ujiarpur,
Union Minister Giriraj Singh from Begusarai and senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad from Patna Sahib Lok Sabha seat in Bihar. Actor Arun
Govil will be the BJP candidate from Meerut Lok Sabha seat. Former Union
Minister Maneka Gandhi will fight from Sultanpur
while UP Minister Jitin Prasada will replace party MP Varun Gandhi from
Pilibhit Lok Sabha constituency in UP. Former Congress leader Naveen
Jindal, who joined BJP yesterday will fight from Kurukshetra seat in
Haryana. Former judge of Calcutta High Court Abhijit Gangopadhyay will
be BJP candidate from Tamluk Parliamentary seat in West Bengal and
former Karnataka Chief Minister Jagadish Shettar will contest from
Belgaum.

The BJP also declared its first list of 14 candidates for the Sikkim
Assembly elections. The party has named Dilli Ram Thapa from Upper
Burtuk and Narendra Kumar Subba from Maneybung-Dentam assembly
seat.

<><><><>DIWAKER/0640
SHUKLA FSP-I 25.03.2024
HOLI

The festival of colours, Holi is being celebrated throughout the
country today. The festival signifies the victory of good over evil and
celebrates the arrival of Spring season. On this day, people apply Gulal or
colours on one another, exchange greetings, savour sweets, and seek the



blessings of elders.

President Droupadi Murmu, Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi have greeted the people on the occasion.
The President said, Holi is a vibrant and joyous festival, which infuses hope
and enthusiasm into people's lives. She said various colours of Holi
symbolise the diversity of the country and this festival promotes the
feelings of love, unity and brotherhood among the people.

Vice President Dhankhar said, the festival serves as a poignant
juncture for everyone to rejuvenate bonds and welcome the advent of
spring. He said, Holi serves as an opportunity to reinforce connections, let
go of past grievances, and embrace new opportunities.

In his message, Prime Minister said, the festival of colors brings new
energy and enthusiasm in everyone's life.

CB/Suparna/0634
SHUKLA FSP-I 25.03.2024
INDIA- PAK IPU

India has hit out at Pakistan for supporting terrorism saying that
Islamabad should be advised to stop terror factories that continue to
launch cross-border terrorist attacks in Jammu and Kashmir. New Delhi
said Islamabad has an established history of harboring, aiding and actively
supporting terrorists. This was stated by Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman,
Harivansh in the Right of Reply against Pakistan during the 148th Assembly
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in Geneva yesterday. He said Pakistan
holds the ignoble record of hosting one of the largest number of terrorists
proscribed by the UN Security Council. He added that Osama Bin Laden,
the face of global terror, was also found in Pakistan.

Rejecting Pakistan's comments about Indian territory, Harivansh said
lectures by a country which has an abysmal track record of democracy is
laughable. He asserted that India is the largest democracy in the world and
many consider the Indian democracy a model to be emulated. Describing
Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh as integral parts of India, the Deputy
Chairman said, no amount of rhetoric and propaganda from anyone can
override this fact.

<><><><>DIWAKER/1044



SHUKLA::RZ FSP-1 25.03.2024

TRIPURA STATE PROFILE

In Tripura, electioneering is gradually picking up with the election
machinery stepping up activities by conducting training programmes for
the polling staff and micro-observers. The state will go to poll in two
phases on 19th & 26th of April. We have more in this report from our
Agartala correspondent:

V/C-KUNAL SHINDE

The number of eligible voters for the two Lok Sabha seats in
Tripura stands above 28.57 lakh. There are 14 lakh 35 thousand
male voters and 14 lakh 22 thousand female voters in the state.

The gender ratio in the constituency is 1000: 991. Out of the total
1,664 polling stations in the Tripura West constituency, 1506
polling stations are located in rural areas and only 158 polling
stations are in urban areas. Tripura which is surrounded on the
three sides by Bangladesh, has around 70% of its 38 lakh
population as non-tribals, mostly Bengali speaking and rest 30%
are tribal population. The Tripura (West) seat is an unreserved
seal, yet over 25% voters here are tribals. As the state politics

revolves around tribal issues, it appears to have a bearing in the
current Parliament elections too.

The Election commission has taken adequate preparations to

conduct the polls in a free, fair, transparent and peaceful manner.
The state had earlier been a witness to a decade long insurgency,
which has now come down at its ebb. In last few months, several
cadres of banned militants outfits (NLFT) have put down their
weapons and surrendered themselves.

One interesting feature is that, even though a large section of
tribal population - now and then - have been living in remote
areas and in scattered hamlets, their participation in electoral
politics has been encouraging till date. The election data shows
that poling percentage in any assembly and Lok Sabha elections in
the state during the last 40 years has been 90% and above. The

state recorded a massive 89 % voting during the last election in
2019.

<><><><>

CB/KUNAL SHINDE/AGARTALA/MAIL/0625



SHUKLA FSP-II 25.03.2024
ECI - SUSTAINABLE POLLS (WITH V/C)
The Election Commission is promoting environmentally sustainable
elections during the ensuing Lok Sabha and assembly polls. The
Commission has issued directions to election machinery and political
parties to minimize use of paper for voter list and electoral materials. The
poll body has emphasized on the use of eBooks and eDocuments and
asked to ensure double-side printing and layout optimization. A report:
V/C
The directions have been issued to encourage electronic mode of
communication during the ensuing polls. The Commission has
asked the election machinery and political parties to avoid
single-use plastic completely and ensure separate collection bins
and proper signage during the Lok Sabha and assembly pollsfor
eco-friendly elections. Ensuring adequate disposal facilities for
each type of waste, promoting eco-friendly vehicles for transport
as well as _encouraging carpooling and public transport during
the polls have also been highlighted by the poll panel. Directions
have been given to the political parties to encourage renewable
enerqy utilization for campaign events. The instructions have also
been given to consolidate polling locations to cut distance

travelled by officials and voters for sustainable elections.
Diwaker, Akashvani News, Delhi.

<><><><>DIWAKER/1145

SHUKLA::RZ FSP-1 25.03.2024
TELANGANA-PROFILE (SCHEDULED FOR EVE. 26TH MARCH 2024)
In Telangana, political parties have commenced campaigning even
before the announcement of Lok Sabha election schedule. Polling will be
held in the fourth phase on a single day in all 17 seats in the state. More
from our correspondent:
V/C-LAKSHMI

The women electors along with a considerable number of
youngqg and first time voters will determine the fate of candidates
in the Lok Sabha election this time in Telangana. Telangana is one
among the few states where women voters outnumber their male

counterparts. Over 1 crore 65 lakh women electors are among the




total 3 crore 30 lakh electors in the state. However, male electors

out-number their women counterparts amongqg the new and first
time voters as 4 lakh 82 thousand male in the age group of 18-19
years registered as voters while only 3 lakh 84 thousand girls
registered their names as electors. A total 19 thousand 356
polling station locations have been set up in all 17 Constituencies
that are going to polls in the fourth phase on May 13th. These
Constituencies include 32 reserved for SCs and 2 reserved for the
ST7s. If you look at the constituencies, Malkajgiri Constituency
with over 31 lakh electors is the largest constituency by the sie of
electorate and with 14 lakh 23 thousand, Mahabubnagar is the
smallest one. All major political parties have started their
campaigning even before announcement election schedule while
BRS, BJP and Congress are fielding their best foot forward as all
three parties consider this election very crucial for their political
future. LAKSHMI, AKASHVANI NEWS, HYDERABAD.

<><><><>

LAKSHMI/ HYDERABAD/ MAIL/ 1206 HRS.




