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SKS TSP-1 25.03.2024
UJJAIN FIRE PROBE

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav today ordered a
magisterial probe into the fire incident that broke out in Ujjain's
Mahakaleshwar temple. Speaking to the media, the Chief Minister said that he
has directed a magisterial probe into the incident. He said, the government
will provide proper care for all the injured. He also announced that the state
government will provide financial support of Rs 1 lakh to each of the victims.
Lamenting the incident, he said, there is a ritual of offering colours to god
during Holi at Mahakal. But what happened there is unfortunate. Due to the
grace of Mahakal, there was no casualty or serious injury, he added. The Chief
Minister said that he was in contact with PM Modi and the central government
and all of them expressed their support to the injured. Yadav said that he had
a talk with the Prime Minister, Home Minister and the President over phone.
The Prime Minister asked him to investigate the matter and see to it that such
incidents do not take place in future, Yadav said. Speaking about the present
medical state of the injured, he said, the health condition of all the injured are
stable.

A fire broke out in the sanctum sanctorum of Mahakaleshwar temple in
Ujjain this morning. The incident took place during Bhasma Aarti. At least 14
people including priests have been injured in this incident.<>
NET/CB/0038 HRS

MSINGHAL SSP-1 25.03.2024
REV JAISHANKAR - SINGAPORE

External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar today called on Singapore Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong. During the meeting, both the leaders exchanged
views on the Indo-Pacific and West Asia. In a social media post, Dr
Jaishankar said, his positive sentiments on India's relationship have always
been a source of strength for our ties. He said, India valued the Singapore
Prime Minister's perspectives on the current state of the world. Dr Jaishankar
is on a three-day visit to Singapore. Earlier, the External Affairs Minister also
met the Foreign Affairs Minister of Singapore Vivian Balakrishnan. During the
meeting, they reviewed the progress of India and Singapore's bilateral
cooperation.

<><>Dipendra/cb/1954 hrs

SKS TSP-1

25.03.2024
RAMJANMABHOOMI TEMPLE HOLI

Devotees flocked to Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir in large numbers for
the darshan of Lord Ram Lalla on the occasion of Holi today. In a social media
post today, Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra said, the devotees
celebrated 'Rangotsav' inside the Ram Mandir. The festival of colours,
'Rangotsav' started on the first 'Rangbhari Ekadashi after the pran pratishtha
ceremony at the Ram temple by applying colours to the deity in



Hanumangarhi temple. Devotees arrived at the Ram Temple in large numbers
for the darshan of Ram Lalla on the occasion of Holi today. Devotees
immersed themselves in Holi celebrations as they sang devotional songs and
smeared each other in the colours of the festival inside the Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple in Ayodhya. Ayodhya, the holy city of Uttar Pradesh, is
witnessing a grand celebration of Holi this year, paying homage to Lord Ram.
Amidst the revelry, traditional sweets are shared, fostering a sense of amity
and togetherness among the people, with revellers exuding the spirit of joy
and love.<>
NET/0006 HRS
MSINGHAL SSP-1 25.03.2024
ICG - RESCUE

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) rescued five fishermen from a sinking
Indian fishing boat at mid-sea, approximately 50 km from Porbandar
yesterday. The ICG's action came in response to an SOS call. ICG Ship C-16
quickly arrived in the vicinity of the fishing boat in a short time and launched
the rescue and support mission. As the fishing boat was already 75 per cent
flooded, it sank 12 km off Porbandar. The ICG ship rescued all five crew
members and medical support was provided to them. Earlier on March 20, the
Indian Coast Guard carried out a rescue operation of eight crew members
from a flooded boat after receiving a distress call off the coast of Kundapura
in Karnataka.

<><>Singhal/Net/2042 hrs

SKS TSP-II 25.03.2024
NT. UNSC-GAZA

UN Security Council has called for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza, after
the US did not veto the measure in a shift from its previous position. It also
demanded the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages. It is the
first time the council has called for a ceasefire since the war began in October
after several failed attempts. The move by the US signals growing divergence
between it and its ally Israel over Israel's offensive in Gaza. In an unusually
strong rebuke, a statement from Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
office said the US had abandoned its previous position which had directly
linked a ceasefire to a hostage release. Regrettably, the United States did not
veto the new resolution,the statement added. The statement said, this
harmed efforts to release hostages by giving Hamas hope it could use
international pressure on Israel to achieve a ceasefire without freeing the
captives. It also said Mr Netanyahu had decided to cancel meetings between
an Israeli delegation and US officials in Washington that were scheduled for
this week. Israel's defence minister said Israel would not stop the war in Gaza
while hostages were still being held there.<>
NET/0140 HRS

In Karnataka, the KRPP leader G Janardhana Reddy merged his party with the



Bharatiya Janata Party yesterday and rejoined the party along with his wife Aruna
Lakshmi ahead of the Lok Sabha elections. They joined the party in the presence of
party leader BS Yediyurappa and state BJP President BY Vijayendra. In another
political development, Congress has released a list of five candidates for the ensuing
Lok Sabha polls. Prahlad Gunjal will contest from Kota, Ramchandra Choudhary from
Ajmer, and Sudarshan Rawat from Rajsamand constituencies in Rajasthan.
<><><>

In Telangana, the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) party officially declared its
candidates for all 17 Lok Sabha constituencies for the upcoming Lok Sabha Elections
-2024. The announcement of Gaddam Srinivas Yadav for the Hyderabad Lok Sabha
seat marks the culmination of the candidate selection process. It is understood that
BRS president and former Chief Minister Chandrasekhar Rao explored all avenues
for ‘social equity’ in the selection process. The party leaders assert that this strategic
selection of candidates with considerable grassroots support would enhance the
party’s prospects, positioning them favourably against rival parties Congress and
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The BRS won nine Lok Sabha seats in 2019, while five
sitting MPs of the party recently deserted the party and joined other parties.

<><><>

In Bihar, nomination of candidates is picking up momentum for the first phase
of Lok Sabha elections in Gaya, Nawada, Aurangabad and Jamui parliamentary
constituencies. 28th March is the last date of filing of nomination papers for the first
phase. Earlier, a total of nine candidates filed their nomination papers. BIP
candidate from Aurangabad Lok Sabha seat Sushil Kumar Singh and RIJD nominee
from Nawada parliamentary constituency Sharwan Kumar Kushwaha are among
prominent candidates who filed their nomination papers yesterday. So far six
candidates from Aurangabad, three candidates from Gaya and one candidate from
Nawada parliamentary constituencies have filed their nomination papers. In Jamui
parliamentary constituency so far no nominations have been filed. Voting will be
held on 19th April in these four Lok Sabha constituencies.

SKS TSP-II 25.03.2024
NT IPL

In IPL Cricket, Royal Challengers Bengaluru defeated Punjab Kings by
four wickets at M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in Bengaluru tonight. Chasing a
target of 177 runs set by Punjab Kings, Royal Challengers scored 178 for six in
19.2 overs. Virat Kohli was the highest scorer with 77 runs followed by Dinesh
Karthik with 28 runs. For Punjab Kings, Kagiso Rabada and Harpreet Brar took
two wickets each.

Earlier, Royal Challengers Bengaluru won the toss and chose to bowil.
Punjab Kings made 176 runs for six in the allotted 20 overs. Skipper Shikhar
Dhawan was the highest scorer with 45 runs while Glen Maxwell and Mohd
Siraj took two wickets each. Virat Kohli was declared Player of the Match.

Tomorrow, Chennai Super kings will lock horns with Gujarat Titans at M
A Chidambaram stadium at Chennai. The match will start at 7.30 pm.<>
NET/2334 HRS

<><>Singhal/NET/2030 hrs






