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PM VISIT TELANGANA

Amidst tight security arrangements, senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
along with BJP Malkajgiri Candidate E Rajender held the Vijaya Sankalp Mega Roadshow
in Malkajgiri constituency. The road show continued till Malkajgiri Chowrasta for about 5
kilometers. With an aim to strengthen the party in Telangana, BIP senior leader
Narendra Modi has been focusing on the state and he will address two more public

meetings in the next three days in the state.



Our Correspondent says the Modi-Modi chants were reverberating in the
surrounding areas. Mr Modi will stay overnight at Raj Bhavan in Hyderabad and will
reach Nagarkurnool tomorrow morning to address a public meeting in the SC Lok Sabha
Constituency. In another event, Mr Modi will address another rally at Jagityal on coming
Monday.

M. S. LAKSHMI/HYDERABAD/MAIL/1908 HRS

POSTAL WOKERS- INCOME

Union Minister of Communications Ashwini Vaishnaw today unveiled a new financial
upgradation plan for over 2.56 lakh Gramin Dak Sevaks (GDSs) in the Department of
Posts. The scheme offers three upgrades at 12, 24, and 36 years of service, boosting
annual income by four Thousand 320 Rupees, five Thousand 520 Rupees and seven
Thousand 200 Rupees. This is in addition to the existing compensation like the Time
Related Continuity Allowance TRCA. The plan aims to enhance service conditions and
address stagnation concerns among GDSs who are instrumental to rural postal and
financial services. Government says it aims to bolster the nation's postal network for

seamless service delivery in remote areas by empowering grassroots workers.

MEA HAITI

External Affairs Ministry has set up a 24-hour control room in view of the ongoing
developments in Haiti. The control room will monitor the situation and provide
information and assistance. Briefing media in New Delhi this evening, Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said Indian Embassy at Santo Domingo in Dominican
Republic which has the accreditation for Haiti has also established an emergency
helpline. He said there are 50 to 80 Indian community members in Haiti. The
spokesperson said the Embassy is in touch with all of them and Ministry is monitoring
the situation very closely. He also said that India is ready to evacuate if required.

The contact details of the Control Room are - 1800118797 (Toll free)



+91-11-23012113

+91-11-23014104

+91-11-23017905

+91-9968291988 (Whatsapp)

situationroom@mea.gov.in

The 24-hours emergency helpline set up by Embassy of India in Santo Domingo can be

accessed at the following numbers -

EVE RUSSIA ELECTIONS

Voting is taking place in Russia for the three-day presidential elections. The polling
began this morning from the country's easternmost regions, Chukotka and Kamchatka
and it will close at 11:30 PM Indian Time on Sunday in Kaliningrad -- a Russian exclave
bordering Poland and Lithuania. People across Russia are voting to elect their President
for the next six years. The candidates who are contesting for the top state post in the
election are Russia's incumbent President Vladimir Putin, New People's Party's Vladislav
Davankov, LDPR party's Leonid Slutsky and Communist Party of Russia's Nikolay
Kharitonov. The Kremlin says, Mr Putin, is set to win because he commands support
across society for rescuing Russia from post-Soviet chaos and standing up to the West.
This is the first time Russia is using an option to vote online. The option is available in
27 Russian regions and Crimea, Donbass and Novorossia which Moscow annexed from

Ukraine. <><><>

MEA MYANMAR

External Affairs Ministry today said the situation in Myanmar remains a cause of concern
because of the deterioration in the security situation. Addressing media in New Delhi,
Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said India wants peace and stability in the
neighbouring nation, as well as constructive dialogue and inclusive federal democracy

to be established through dialogue. Earlier, External Affairs Ministry had issued an



advisory for Indian citizens, urging them not to travel to Myanmar's Rakhine state amid
the deteriorating security situation. Replying to a query, the spokesperson said India is
pressing very hard with the Russian authorities for early discharge of its people who are
stuck there. He said about 20 people have approached the Ministry to get back to India
and two persons have passed away. Mr Jaiswal informed that the paperwork of their
mortal remains has been done and the funeral agency has handed over the bodies. He
added that the mortal remains will reach India by the end of this week. On National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval's visit to Israel, the spokesperson said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is invested in promoting peace and stability in the region. He said Mr
Modi has been in touch with several Arab leaders in this connection. He said the NSA's
visit to Israel took place at the onset of the holy month of Ramadan. Mr Doval called on

the Israeli Prime Minister and also met with his Israeli counterpart during the visit.

CINEMATOGRAPH RULES

Government has notified the Cinematograph (Certification) Rules, 2024 to
comprehensively improve the film certification process. Information and Broadcasting
Ministry said the Rules have been comprehensively overhauled in order to improve and
contemporize the entire process of certification of films for public exhibition. The Indian
film industry is one of the biggest and most globalised industries in the world producing
more than three thousand films annually in more than 40 languages. These new rules
aim to streamline and modernize the film certification process for the digital age,
keeping pace with the emerging technologies and advancement in film sector. The key
aspects include reduction in time-lines for the processing of film certification and
adopting complete digital processes for eliminating all transactional time. Movies and
feature films will have accessibility features for certification to make it inclusive for
differently-abled persons, as stipulated in the guidelines issued in this regard from time

to time.

NT.KAVITHA



BRS MLC and former MP and daughter of BRS Chief K Chandrasekhar Rao, K Kavitha
has been arrested by Enforcement Directorate (ED) from her Hyderabad house. The ED
officials have shifted Ms Kavita to Delhi this evening. BRS leaders and Kavita’s family
said that they will deal the matter legally. Kavita's advocate said they will move to
Supreme Court against the arrest.

The BRS has termed it as political conspiracy and also called for protests in all
districts against the alleged illegal arrest of BRS leader Kavita. Meanwhile, ED also
lodged a complaint against former Minister K Taraka Ramarao for obstructing officials
on duty.

SANDESHKHALI-PRESIDENT

As many as 11 victims of violence including five women from Sandeshkhali met
President Droupadi Murmu in Rashtrapati Bhawan today and sought her intervention to
safeguard the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe community in Sandeshkhali, West
Bengal. Director of the Center for SC/ST Support and Research Dr Partha Biswas, said

that the victims submitted a memorandum to President Murmu.

US STORM

In US, at least 3 people were killed and many others injured as severe storms with
tornadoes tore through several central states and damaged homes and businesses in
the night on Thursday. Authorities expressed fear that death toll may rise. According to
official sources, the three deaths came in Logan County, Ohio. The storms also left trails
of destruction in Kentucky, Indiana and Arkansas. Tornadoes struck in Illinois and
Missouri. According to National Weather Service, more severe weather was forecast
Friday for parts of the South, with the possibility of damaging winds and isolated

tornadoes.

NEWS SERVICES DIVISION
ENGLISH : 0605 HRS 16.03.2024



THIS IS AKASHVANI;
THE NEWS READ BY TANVI KHURANA.

The Election Commission will announce the schedule for General Elections 2024 today.
The announcement will be made in the afternoon at Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi.
Along with Lok Sabha polls, the Commission will also declare the schedule for assembly
polls to be held in some States. The term of the current Lok Sabha is going to end on
the 16th of June this year. In 2019, the Lok Sabha elections were held in seven phases
during April and May. It is expected that this time as well, polling will be conducted in

several phases in April and May.

<><><>

Senior BJP leader and Prime Minister Narendra Modi will reach Nagarkurnool
today. On the second day of his Telangana visit, Mr. Modi will address a public meeting
in the Nagarkurnool Lok Sabha Constituency this morning. He stayed last night at Raj
Bhavan in Hyderabad. Earlier, Narendra Modi along with BJP Malkajgiri Candidate E
Rajender held the Vijaya Sankalp Mega Roadshow in Malkajgiri constituency yesterday.
The road show continued till Malkajgiri Chowrasta for about 5 kilometers. With an aim
to strengthen the party in Telangana, BJP senior leader Narendra Modi has been

focusing on the state. He will address one more rally at Jagityal on Monday.

<><><>

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has said that electoral bonds were introduced to
end the influence of black money in Indian politics. Noting that he fully respects the
Supreme Court order on electoral bonds, Mr Shah said, he feels that instead of
completely scrapping the electoral bonds, it should have been improved. He was

speaking at a programme organised by a media group in New Delhi yesterday.



Referring to the Congress, Mr Shah alleged the leaders of the opposition party
used to take political donation in cash because out of a donation, they used to deposit a
mere amount in the name of the party and the rest in their own pockets. He said, out
of the total 20 thousand crore rupees electoral bonds, the BIP has got approximately
six thousand crore rupees. Mr Shah said, BJP has got six thousand crore rupees despite
having 303 MPs and the rest got 14 thousand crore rupees against 242 MPs. The Home
Minister said, once the accounts are settled the opposition will not be able to face the
public and media.

<><><>



