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CBSE: SCHOOL DISAFFILIATION

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
disaffiliated 20 schools for engaging in malpractices. The Board
has disaffiliated Five schools from Delhi alone. A notification by
the CBSE said the stringent action was taken after discrepencies
were found in adherence to affiliation and examination norms
during surprise inpections by the board. CBSE also said that these
schools were committing various malpractices of presenting
dummy students, ineligible candidates and were not maintaining

records properly. After a thorough inquiry, the board decided to

disaffiliate and downgrade them.

<><>
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NT.SWISS OPEN BADMINTON

-In Badminton, Indian star shuttler Kidambi Srikanth stormed into

the semifinals of Swiss Open tournament at Basel in Switzerland
today. Kidambi Srikanth brushed past Lee Chia Hao 21-10, 21-14
in men’s singles quarterfinals in just 35 minutes. Srikanth will take
on Lin Chun-Yi tomorrow for a place in the final. In other
quarterfinal matches, Priyanshu Rajawat lost to Tien Chen Chou
15-21, 19-21 while Kiran George went down 23-21, 17-21, 15-21
against Denmark’s Rasmus Gemke.

<><>NET/TV/0240 HRS

S N DAS TSP-1I 22.03.2024
REV.RUSSIA KILLED

In Russia, at least 40 people were killed and more than 100 were
injured after armed attackers opened fire inside a popular concert
venue complex near capital Moscow. Russian state media TASS
reported that three armed men opened fire inside the Crocus City
Hall concert venue on the outskirts of Moscow. A SWAT team was
called to the area and more than 70 ambulance teams and
doctors were assisting victims. A large fire has engulfed the roof
of the complex and Russian Special Forces have been deployed to
the scene. According to TASS, around 100 people were evacuated
from the building by firefighters. Regional governor Andrey
Vorobyov said everything was being done to save people.

The United States said it is working to find out more
about the situation and Ukraine has denied any
involvement in the attack.

<><>VARIOUS SOURCES/0225 HRS



22.03.2024
INDIA BHUTAN JOINT STATEMENT

India and Bhutan have agreed to continue close coordination
and cooperation with each other on issues relating to national
interests. A Joint Statement on the state visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Bhutan said India and Bhutan will continue to
expand clean energy partnership in the sectors of hydropower,
solar and green hydrogen and jointly develop new projects to
enhance energy security in the region. The Joint Statement
welcomed the Joint Vision Statement on India-Bhutan Energy
Partnership. Both nations agreed to pursue a transformative
partnership including promoting connectivity through rail links,
roads, air, waterways, trade infrastructure for seamless cross-
border movement of goods and services, economic as well as
digital connectivity. The enduring partnership between the two
nations is anchored in common values as well as shared cultural
and spiritual heritage. The Joint Statement said Bharat for Bhutan
and Bhutan for Bharat is an abiding reality of the region, nurtured
by the vision of successive Druk Gyalpos of Bhutan and the
political leadership in India and Bhutan.

<><>SUPARNA/2300 HRS
22.03.2024
PUDUCHERRY LT GOVERNOR

-Honourable Governor of Jharkhand and Telangana Shri

C.P.Radhakrishnan has assumed the charge of Lt. Governor of
Puducherry this evening. The swearing-in ceremony was held at
Rajnivas Puducherry. Chief Justice of Madras High Court Justice
Shri S.V.Gangapurwala has administered Oath of Office and Oath



of Secrecy. Chief Minister Shri N.Rangasamy, Ministers, MLAs and
higher officials were present in the swearing-in ceremony.
T.SIVAKUMAR/PUDUCHERRY /MAIL/1960 HRS
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MUMBAI COURT-PRAGYA
-In Mumbai, a special court today cancelled a bailable warrant

issued against BJP MP Pragya Singh Thakur, in the Malegaon
2008 blast case. The warrant was cancelled after Pragya Singh
Thakur appeared before the court upon being discharged from
the private hospital she was admitted to on March 20. The court
had issued a bailable warrant on 11 March against Pragya Singh
Thakur when she did not appear before it on the date fixed to
record her statement.

<><>C PRARTHNA/NIVEDITA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0315 HRS

PKG : PAWAN FSP-1 23.03.2024
PUNJAB- SHAHEED DIWAS

-Today is the martyrdom day of Shaheed-e-Azam Bhagat Singh,

Rajguru and Sukhdev. They were hanged to death on in 1931,
in the Lahore Conspiracy case.. On this occasion, emotional
tributes are being paid to these martyrs across the country
including Punjab. A Report:

(V/C- SHISHU SHARMA SHANTAL)

"Fairs will be organized every year on the pyres of
martyrs, this will be their last trace - On these lines,
special _martyrdom functions are being organized at
Bhagat Singh's native village Khatkarkalan in Shaheed




Bhagat Singh Nagar district of Punjab and National
Martyrdom Memorial at Hussainiwala in Firozpur district.
On 23rd March 1931, the last rites of the three martyrs
Bhagat Singh, Rajquru and Sukhdev were performed in
Hussainiwala itself. After the martyrdom of Bhagat Singh,
Durga Bhabhi, wife of his close friend Bhagwati Charan
Vohra, who was herself a revolutionary warrior, had said,
"The gallows became his pavilion, the noose became his
qgarland and death became his bride."” - Salutes to these
brave freedom fighters who became immortal for the
country. SHISHU SHARMA SHANTAL, AKASHVANI NEWS,
JALANDHAR. "

<><><>

SHISHU SHARMA SHANTAL/JALANDHAR/MAIL/0635 HRS
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MAHA-TRANSFERS
-The Maharashtra government today appointed Igbal Singh

Chahal as the Additional Chief Secretary in charge of the Chief
Minister’s secretariat, replacing Bhushan Gagrani. The decision
came after the Election Commission of India (ECI) directed the
state government to appoint Mr Gagrani as the new BMC
commissioner. Following the Lok Sabha poll schedule
announcement, the ECI had ordered the state government to
transfer Mr Chahal, other civic commissioners and additional or
deputy municipal commissioners, who have served more than
three years.

<><>C PRARTHNA/NIVEDITA/MUMBAI/MAIL/0255 HRS
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I 22-03-2024
EC- POLL PREPARATIONS

The Election Commission is all set to conduct the 2024 General
Election. The poll body has deployed a strong team of 2,100
observers to make sure the elections are free and fair. Amongst a
host of responsibilities they have been entrusted with, these
observers will supervise District Election Officers and Returning
Officers. A report:

Voice Cast (Durgesh
Bhadauria)

The primary focus of these observers will be to prevent
any_instances of coercion, inducement or _intimidation

during the electoral process. They will also supervise the
deployment of security forces and ensure _their

randomization. To uphold the fairness of the election
proceedings, they have also been entrusted with
overseeing the randomization of personnel and voting
machines. To enhance accessibility and transparency,
these observers are required to remain within their
designated Parliamentary Constituencies and make their
contact details readily available through various
platforms, including websites and media outlets. They
have been instructed to conduct extensive visits to
polling stations. This will be done to assess and address
any potential challenges or issues that may arise during
the election period. In an effort to streamline the
electoral process, the observers will also engage in
meetings with political parties and candidates to facilitate
cooperation and resolve any logistical or_administrative
hurdles. This is Durgesh Bhadauria for Akashvani News,
New Delhi. <><> DURGESH/1648 HRS
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SSP-1 22-03-2024

PM ORDER OF DRUK GYALPO
- King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck today

confered Bhutan's highest civilian award, the Order of the Druk
Gyalpo, on Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Thimpu. Speaking on
the occasion, Mr Modi said, it is a very big day in his life. He said,
every award is special, but when one receives an award from
another country, it shows that both countries are moving on the
right path. He said this honour is not his personal achievement,
but the honour of India and 140 crore Indians. He accepted the
honour on behalf of all Indians and expressed gratitude upon
being conferred the award.

(S/B PM MODI)

Prime Minister Modi also held talks with the King of Bhutan
this afternoon at Tashichhodzong Palace, in Thimphu. Both
leaders renewed commitment to the special and unique India-
Bhutan friendship. They reviewed the bilateral ties and discussed
ways to take them to new levels.
<><>Suparna/1642 hrs

GAURAV
FSP-1 22-03-2024
EVE. PM-BHUTAN

India and Bhutan exchanged several agreements of mutual
interest to further strengthen their partnership today. The
documents were exchanged between India and Bhutan in the
presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Prime Minister of
Bhutan Tshering Tobgay in Thimphu.

Several Memorandum of Understanding (MoUs) related



to the supply of petroleum and oil, cooperation in energy
efficiency, sports and youths and testing of medicinal products
were exchanged between the two sides. Besides, a joint plan of
action on space cooperation was also agreed upon. Renewal of
MoU on peering agreement between National Knowledge Network
of India and Druk Research and Education Network of Bhutan
was also exchanged.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi also held discussions with
Bhutanese Prime Minister Tshering Tobgay in Thimphu. Both the
leaders reviewed bilateral ties and reaffirmed their commitment
to further strengthen the multi-faceted partnership.

Mr Modi reached Paro this morning. The Prime Minister
was warmly received by his Bhutan counterpart Tshering Tobgay
at Paro airport and accorded a ceremonial welcome.

During the visit, the Prime Minister will meet with the
King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, and the
Fourth King of Bhutan Jigme Singye Wangchuck. The Prime
Minister will inaugurate the Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema Mother and
Child Hospital in Thimphu tomorrow. It is a state-of-the-art
hospital, built with the assistance of India in Thimphu.

Our correspondent reports that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's visit to Bhutan will give a new boost to bilateral
relationships by focusing on developmental partnerships. India is
currently engaged in the capacity development of Bhutan and
assisting several projects in the sectors including Hydroelectric,
digitization, financial inclusion, health and education. India is
providing support to various digital programmes like E-Business
National Single Window, Bhutan Integrated Taxation System,
Integrated Citizen Services, and Digital School to enable Bhutan
to become a smart, connected and inclusive society.

<><> Bhupendra/Suparna/1534 HRS
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KEJRIWAL-ED

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal today produced in Rose
Avenue Court, as Enforcement Directorate (ED) sought his 10-day
custody in connection with the liquor policy case. The move
came after Mr Kejriwal skipped nine summons issued by the
investigation agency.
Earlier in the day, Arvind Kejriwal withdrew his plea against arrest
by the Enforcement Directorate in the excise policy-linked money
laundering case from the Supreme Court today. Kejriwal's lawyers
stated that he intends to challenge the remand proceedings
before the trial court first, before returning to the apex court with
a fresh petition.
Senior advocate Abhishek Singhvi, representing Kejriwal, brought
up the matter before a bench led by Justice Sanjiv Khanna,
requesting permission to withdraw the plea due to scheduling
conflicts with the simultaneous hearing in the top court and the
remand proceedings scheduled before the trial court .
Kejriwal was arrested by the ED yesterday night following search
at his residence. Previously, the Delhi high court had denied him
interim protection from arrest. The Delhi Police heightened
security around his residence following the developments.

SANJEEV/1623/HRS
GAURAV
SSP-1 22-03-2024
BJP- LS LIST
BJP today released fourth list of 15 candidates for

the ensuing Lok Sabha polls. The declared candidates are from
the Parliamentary constituencies in Puducherry and Tamil Nadu.

Earlier, the party had released name of 276 candidates for
the General elections 2024.



<><><><>DIWAKER/1712

GAURAV SSP-
II 22-03-2024
US RESOLUTION

The United Nations Security Council is set to vote today on
the United States’ resolution calling for an immediate and
sustained cease-fire in Gaza to protect civilians and enable
humanitarian aid for Palestinians.

on the other hand, the US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
met with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in Tel Aviv
today as part of an intensive diplomatic push to reach a cease-
fire.

Earlier, the European Union called for an immediate cease-
fire in the Israel-Hamas war in Brussels. The United Nations’
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres also traveled to Brussels to
meet with European leaders and urged them to back a cease-fire.

<><>NET/PKM/1812 HRS
GAURAV SSP-1
22.03.2024

DRUGS SEIZED

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence today
unearthed an international syndicate and seized 1.59 kilogram of
cocaine valued at about 15 crore rupees in New Delhi. The
syndicate engaged in the smuggling of Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances into India from Africa via the Indo-Nepal
border. Acting on specific intelligence, an Indian national, who
arrived this morning from Raxaul, Bihar in a train at Delhi's Anand
Vihar Railway Station was intercepted. Ninety-two pale yellow
capsules containing a white powdery substance were recovered
from him. The sample test conducted using the NDPS Field
Testing Kit confirmed the presence of Cocaine in the recovered



substance.
<><>Suparna/1825 hrs

TRIPTI FSP-1

22.03.2024
ANURAG - PUSHPAK

Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Singh Thakur
has congratulated the scientists of ISRO for another outstanding
accomplishment with the successful autonomous landing of
Pushpak (RLV-TD). In a social media post, Mr Thakur said that
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India has
once again demonstrated its commitment to leading space
exploration and pushing frontiers. He said, the constant
dedication and inventiveness of our scientists are commendable
and helping the country to reach new heights in space
exploration.

<><><> DIPENDRA/ 1240



