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PM SUMMIT FOR DEMOCRACY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today stated that India has an ancient
and unbroken culture of democracy. Sharing his remarks virtually at the
Summit for Democracy organised by South Korea in Seoul this evening, he
said consensus building, open dialogue and free discussion have resonated
throughout India's history. Mr Modi highlighted that in a few weeks from
now, the world will witness the largest festival of democracy in India. He
added that with one billion voters expected to vote, this will be the largest
electoral exercise in the history of mankind. He said people of India will
once again affirm their faith in democracy.
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NT. PM- ZELENSKYY

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy has expressed his gratitude
for India's support for Ukraine's sovereignty and territorial integrity,
humanitarian aid, and active participation in Peace Formula meetings. In a
social media post, Zelennskyy said that it will be important for Ukraine to
see India attend the inaugural Peace summit, which is currently being
prepared in Switzerland.

The statement came after a telephonic conversation with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi today. The two leaders have discussed the
development of bilateral relations. Zelenskyy said Ukraine is interested in
strengthening trade and economic ties with India, particularly in
agricultural exports, aviation cooperation, and pharmaceutical and
industrial product trade. Ukraine also wishes to welcome Indian students
back to Ukrainian educational institutions, he added.

During the conversation, Mr Modi conveyed India’s consistent support
for all efforts for peace and bringing an early end to the ongoing conflict.
He said India will continue to provide humanitarian assistance guided by
people-centric approach.
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BANKS-31ST MARCH

The Reserve Bank has advised all banks to keep all their branches

dealing with government business open on Sunday, the 31st March. This

comes after the Government requested to keep all banks dealing with

Government receipts and payments open for transactions on 31st March so

as to account for all the Government transactions relating to receipts and

payments in the current fiscal itself. RBI has further asked banks to give

due publicity about the availability of banking services on this day.
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In a major breakthrough, the Special Task Force of Assam police
apprehended the head of ISIS in India Haris Faroogi along with another
operative at Dhubri today. The CPRO of the Assam Police said that acting
of inputs provided by the central agencies, the STF team arrested them
while they sneaked into the country crossing international border. They
have been taken to Guwahati for questioning. Sources said that both of
them will be handed over to the NIA .
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MODI-SADHGURU

Prime Minister Narendra Modi today spoke to Sadhuguru Jaggi
Vasudev and wished him good health and speedy recovery. Founder of
Isha Foundation and spiritual leader Sadhguru has undergone emergency
brain surgery at a Hospital in New Delhi. Doctors had earlier said that
Sadhguru had a life-threatening situation and had critical swelling in his
brain along with bleeding.
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IRELAND- PM RESIGNATION

Ireland’s prime minister Leo Varadkar announced today that he is
stepping down as the leader of the governing Fine Gael party. The Prime
Minister said, he will also relinquish his role as prime minister as soon as a
successor is chosen. He said, reasons for stepping down were both
personal and political.

Mr Varadkar became Ireland's youngest Prime Minister in 2017 when
he became Fine Gael leader.

He currently leads the coalition government in Dublin, along with
Fianna Fail and the Green Party.
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NEET-PG- RESCHEDULE

NEET PG exam, which was earlier scheduled for 7th July will now be
conducted on 23rd June. A notification released by National Medical
Commission said that the cut-off date for completion of internship to
become eligible for NEET PG, however, will reamain unchanged to 15th
August. While the results will be declared on 15th July, the academic
session will start on 16th September. Meanwhile, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) said that due to elections, the SHRESHTHA(NETS)-2024
exam, earlier scheduled on 24th May has been preponed to 11th May.
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PM BHUTAN VISIT POSTPONED

The two day state visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to Bhutan
which was scheduled to begin from tomorrow has been postponed due to
ongoing inclement weather conditions over Paro airport. External Affairs
Ministry said new dates are being worked out by the two sides through
diplomatic channels.

<><>Suparna/2037 hrs

ELECTIONS

Filing of nominations in the first phase of General Elections began yesterday after
Election Commission issued notification for first phase of polls. A total of 102
Parliamentary Constituencies in 17 States and four Union Territories will go to polls in
this phase on the 19th of April.

Nominations can be filed till 27th of this month. However, for Bihar, the last date
for filing nominations is the 28th of this month. The scrutiny of nominations will be
done on the 28th and the last date for the withdrawal of candidatures is March 30th.
Whereas in Bihar, the scrutiny of nominations will be done on the 30th of this month
and the last date for withdrawal of candidature is April 2.

Besides, notifications were also issued for assembly polls in Sikkim and Arunachal



Pradesh. The polling in both the states will be held on 19th of April and counting will be
held on 2nd June.



